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PREFACE. 



THE hiftory of a particular town, though it cannot, in the va- 
riety of the events it comprehends, or the grandeur of the fubjedl 
it handles, be compared with that of a nation, or empire, yet connedls 
with it importance and utility. It is peculiarly interefting to natives; 
and it furniflies for their younger years a proper introduftion to more 
general and extenfive hiftory. Here may, advantageoufly, commence 
their refcarches into the ftate and events of* pafl: ages. A tafte for 
hiftorical reading may be eafily and agreeably given to youth, by 
beginning with fads taking place at home; and the connexion of 
them, with national affairs, will awaken a curiofity to become 
acquainted with the revolutions their country hath feen. 

The hiftory of a town is united with that of the kingdom, to 
which it belongs, and with that of the ages, through which it has 
ftood. Publications of this kind are, particularly, ferviccable towards 
an accurate and complete provincial hiftory. They ftiould not, 
therefore, becaufe they are local, be negledled and overlooked. The 
hiftory of a town conftitutes a part of that whole, which commands 
attention by the magnitude of the objedl; and they, who, by birth,' 
or refidence, or any other circumftance are connefted with it, feel 
a peculiar concern in a review of its fates. 

In thefe views the hiftory of Taunton may claim attention. Few 
towns, in this kingdom, have had a larger fliare in events of na- 
tional importance ; or can furnifti a detail of tranfa(5tions, of which 
it has been the theatre, more adapted to give leflbns, on liberty aiid 
virtue, to the rifing generation. 

But, though Taunton is, on thefe accounts, a very proper fubjedt 
for the purpofe, its hiftory had never been attempted, till about ten 
years ago, Mr. Locke, of Burnham, publiflied propofals for it. From 
his ingenuity^ and the attention he h^d given to the fubje6t, the 
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PREFACE. 

friends of his defign promifed themfelves information and entertain- 
ment. But the multiplicity of his engagements, fome unpleafant 
incidents, ^nd his removal from the town, after he had for a (hort 
time been a refident in it, led him to drop his purpofe ; and in a 
friendly manner, to give the materials, which he had coUeded for 
it, to the printer. 

The author of this work, after Mr. Locke had entirely relinquiflicd 
his defign, yieldecj to the inclination, which he had felt, before 
Mr. Locke's propofals appeared, to draw up an hiftory of Taunton. 
His papers afforded a clue to dired: enquiry and appeared to offer 
ample materials : but as the authorities, quoted, will (hew, he has 
by no means confined himfclf to them. In reality he has executed 
his work according to his own ideas, and availed himfelf of Mr. 
Locke's MS. only as he has of any other writer, from whom he 
could borrow information. On this account he has found i* a work,. 
which required more induflry in collefting, and more l.ibour in 
compofing, than he, at firfl, conceived would be neceffary. 

This will be accepted as an apology for the procraflindtion of its 
appearance : this delay has been increafed by his being obliged to 
wait the time and convenience of thofe gentlemen, from Vv hom he 
was encouraged to hope for information on fome particular points. 
No one, who has not been concerned in preparing a work of this 
kind for the prefs, can conceive how much patience is, in this 
refpeft, liable to be tried. 

The impatience, with which this publication has been expeded, he 
owns, is encouraging to him : but though he ought not to affedt a 
modefly, which becomes authors on their firfl appearance before the 
tribunal of the public, yet he cannot, on the prefent occafion, 
diveft himfelf of all timidity and diffidence, lefl expedlation fhould 
be difappointcd. It is the firfl cffay of the kind from his pen. 
His pretenfions to the charadler of an antiquarian are very fmall. 
And fome particulars, proper to be enlarged upon in fuch a hiflory, 
will not entertain or intereft many. 

He hopes, however, that he has not given his attention to ufelefs 
^trifles, nor dirc<^ed his thoughts to fubjeds totally foreign from the 
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nature of the profeflion in which he appears. He has brought 
forward fome curious particulars, which in a few years more, for 
want of b^ing recorded, would be irrecoverably loft. His work 
will hold up many inftances of exertion, directed to the benefit of 
the town, as domeftic examples, to awaken a fpirit of emulation. 
And it wmU difplay, before the reader, a fcene, which muft inftrudt 
and affedt every one, who has any idea what liberty, civil or religious, 
means: liberty, that heft birth right of Engliihmen ; and, next 
to chriftianity, the moft precious gift of heaven. 

It has given him pleafure to hold up to remembrance the names 
of fuch gentlemen, who have, in any refpedt, rendered public fervices 
to the town of Taunton. This he will be bold to fay, he has done, 
with candour and impartiality. It is fcarcely neceflary, he would 
hope, to caution the reader again ft confidering fuch a tribute of 
praife, paid where the author conceives it was merited, as pledging 
bimfelf to any character ; though it is a point of virtue with him to 
do juftice to all. 

He cannot conclude this preliminary addrefs without teftifying 
the lively fenfe he has of the honour done him, by the ready and 
free patronage and numerous fubfcriptions, with which this work has 
been encouraged : for which he returns his fincere and cordial thanks. 
The gentlemen, whofe obliging communications he has noticed in 
the proper places., are requefted to accept his grateful acknowledge- 
ments : amongft them the Rev. Mr. Collinfon, from whom the 
public expeds loon the hiftory of the county of Somerfet, deferves 
particular mention. He has a very refpedful and grateful fenfe of 
the attention paid to his defign, by other gentlemen, to whom the 
pages of the hiftory do not give him an opportunity to refer : of the 
politenefs with which James Bernard, efq; of Crowcombe, offered 
him a free accefs to the valuable library of the late Thomas Carew, 
efq; of the friendftiip of William Hawker, efq; of Poundisford Lodge, 
for pointing out, and lending him fome writers, who would not have 
other wife fallen in his way, and from whom important information 
was to be derived : of the handfome manner, in which the learned 
Dr. G. Moore, archdeacon of Cornwall, not only favoured him with 

admittance 



PREFACE, 

admittance to the library of the cathedral of Exeter, but perfonally 
attended him in his refearches : and of the readinefs, with which 
Sir Thomas Gunfton fumifhed him v/ith the ufe of an authenticated 
copy of the charter of Taunton. 

He likewife feels himfelf much indebted for many obferv^tions 
and confiderable afllftance to the ingenious and learned Mr. Henry 
Norris. In the enumeration of the people of the town, befides the 
aid he received from Mr. Norman, and Mr. Weekes, through their 
refpe<5live neighbourhoods, he owed much to the ihare, which the 
Rev. Mr. Darracot obligingly took in this part of his undertaking, 
by accompanying him through the town and ailifting his enquiries 
through the whole of the furvey. 

He reflects on all thefe afliflances with plcafure, as marks of 
perfonal refpedt, and as teftimonies of approbation given to his 
intended work ; which infpire him with fome degree of confidence, 
in fubmitting the execution of it to the candour of his friends and the 
public. 
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CHAP. I. 

T^he ancient Jiaie of the town of Taunton. Its ^tuation^^antiquity-^ 
manor — and religious foundations. 

TANTUN*, TAWNTON, THONTON, or, in the modem 
mode of fpelling the word, TAUNTON, derives its name 
fix)m the river Thone, or Tone. This riverf* rifes at a place 
called Biverton Bottom, on Brinder's Hill, wafhes Hewifli, divides 
Chipftaple from Wivelifcombe, Milverton from Stawley, Stawley from 
Aflibrittle and Holcombe, Kitsford from Langford, andLangford from 
Wellington; from whence it flows on, through Bradford and Bifliop's 
Hull, to Taunton. Here it becomes navigable,' and near Burrow- 
Bridge unites itfelf with the Parret. Thefe rivers meet the Brent at 
Burnham, where they form a bay, that empties itfelf into the Briflol 
Channel J. 

The town fknds on the great road from the Land's End, in Corn- 
wall, to the north of England, lying between Exeter and Bridgwater, 
33 miles N. E. of the former, and 1 1 miles S. of the latter. The 
fituation rendering it the thoroughfare from Briflol and Bath to 
Exeter and Plymouth, it is enlivened with a continual fucceffioa 
of travellers, pafling through it on pleafure or bufinefs 5 as this road 
is often preferred, on that account, to the more fouihern one from 
London to the Weft. Its diftance from London is 1 48 miles W. by S. 
Ion. 3* I j' W. and lat. 5 1^ 6' N, 

^ This was the AnfU-Saxon name. See Chrovlcon Saxonicum^ operl Edmundi Gibfon. 
t The fiih in this nver are trout, eel, perch, gudgeon, flounder, roach, and dace, with a 
few pike and falmon. 
I Mr. Locke's MS. 

B It 



s HISTORY OF T A U X T O N. 

It has ever been a principal town in the county of Somerfet*^ — 
Before the modem improvements were introduced, it was deemed 
weD buUt : its ftreets are fpacious, and, as it fpreads over a coa- 
fiderable extent of ground, the houies, even in the middle of it, are 
generally fumiihed with good outlets and gardens ; which contribute 
much to the pleaiantnefs and falubrityof the town, as well as to the 
convenience of its inhabitants. It is a mile long from the eal to the 
weft, and its ftreets have a gradual defcent to the river. It ftands in 
a fenile and extenfive vale, and is called by Cambien one of the €yis 
of the county. The country all around it is beautined with green 
meadows, abounds in delightful orchards and gardens, is enriched with 
wood, and peopled with numerous villagers : fo as to exhibit to the 
eye of the fpedtator, who approaches the town, a charming fcene. — 
The county itfelf, though in the winter moift and marlhy, is fjppofed 
by fbme to derive its name from the fummer-like temper of the air*. 
The part of it, in which Taunton is lituated, has, if not an excluiive, 
yet a peculiar, claim to the excellent qualities which are afcribed to the 
whole. On account of its fertility the pealantry ufed to boaft, that it 
was fb fruitful with the xun and 2:^// alone as to need no manuring. — 
This country is called by the inhabitants Taunton-Dean^^ i. e. the 
Vale of Taunton: and, from their high conceit of its pre-eminence above 
other countries, hath arifen a boaftful proverb : •* Where fi^uld I be 
** born elfe but in Taunton-Dean ?'* as if it were a difparagemcnt to 
be bora in any other place ; and none, in England, nay in the whole 
wxMrld, were to be compared with it. 

• In a piece of Foller. where ail the ccunties arc pcr:ooi£cd« a conteft for the crcncD ari « 
betvcen Locdon and York. Englar.d, after great alrerciti-n, b ":r.:rx!yced ia the chir^der 
of a grave inatrrn, to reftorc the crowa, which had been placed on Yrrk, to London. She 
alio adviies the fhires not to fall oot : ** Which," (he is repreiented aj firiag, " were U^ 
*' many ftvenl rooms of that hoale, whereof the king was the hoa:e-keeper. Conceive Cora - 
'• wall for the porch, Devonihire for th? hall, Snmrrfetrnire for the famrner parlour f 'or it 
•* b too cold and wet (or the winter), Camhrideelhire for the chapel, NorthaicptonsSire for 
" the long gallery, Rotlaodfliire for the clofet, Middlesex for the lodging chamber! , Li-coin- 
•' fhire for the kitchen, Yorkfhirc for the ilable, Chelhire for the cheefe chamber, Northum- 
•• berlind for the coal-houfe, &c." ColleAanea Curiofa, vol. L p. 225, 226. 

f From the Saxon word /nv, which is added to the names of placrs, to fienify their being 
fitoated in valleys or woods ; for the word /nr, in that language, fseans both a valley aad a 
woody place, Saxonicom Chronicon. Regulx Generales, p. 5. 
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Dr. Thomas Amory, a native of diis town, in 17^4, publiihed the 
following poem, dcfcriptive of its fituation aind advantages 5 which may 
be, fitly, introduced here. 

Hail ! faative town with cheerftil plenty blefs'dj 

Of numerous hands and rfiriving trade poflefs'd: 

Whofe poor might live from biting want fecure. 

Did not refiftlefs ale their hearts allure. 

Round thee, in fpring, we view with ravifli'd eyes, 

Italian fcenes in Englifh ground arife ; 

Which, crown 'd with freedom, rival paradife. 

Th' enameird meads with vaft profufion (how 

The various colours of the heavenly bow. 

The fat'ning Tone in flow meanders moves. 

Loath to forfake the happy land it loves : 

Forc'd to the main, by nature's law, it bears 

Back floating veflfels fraught with richeft wares ; 

And difF'ring produdls from earth's difl^'ring (hores, 

Gather'd by commerce, lavifh, on us pours. 

Upon its borders herds unnumber'd graze. 

With fheep whofe fleeces Perfian filks furpafs ; 

Nor prowling wolves, nor hungry lions fear. 

Which other flocks, in other paftures, tear. 

Tall bufhy trees, o'er all the region found. 

With cooling fhades refrefh the fertile ground ; 

Beneath whofe coverts beauteous females fl:ray, 

Frefli, artlefs, gentle, innocently gay. 

And pafs, with flatt'ringfwains, thefportful hours away. 

Sighing they liflien to the am'rous tale. 

Nor fear left wily fnakes their fteps aflail. 

Gay, painted bloflibms fmile on lower trees. 

With promised nedlar thirfly palates pleafe. 

And with their fweets perfume the vernal breeze. 

While warbling birds melodious notes employ. 

At once exalt, and tell, the fhepherd's joy. 

Here fruitful hillocks fwell amidft the plain. 

In verdure clad, and rich in future grain ; 
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Adown whofc fides the murmuring torrents roIU 
And charm the mufe to blefs the poet's foul. 
Andy all around, proud, guardian hills afcend, 
Whofe height from winds inclement well defend ; 
Whofe bowels unknown ftores of minerals hold. 
Which poverty difarm, and chafe th' invading cold. 
But I, unequal, tempt the arduous toil : 
Large as thy vales, and generous as thy foil. 
The verfe fhould be, which would thy praife proclaim. 
In numbers worthy of the matchlefs theme*. 
The curiofity of the human mind, in its attempts to trace back the 
hiftory of places to their firft origin, for want of records, is often 
bafRed and mortified. The memorials of -^cient times are either 
loft-j-, or are not fufficiently minute. As to Taunton, there is reafon 
to fuppofe, it was not unknown to the Romans. For, in the year 
1666, two large earthen pitchers, full of medals, in weight 80 pounds 
each, were digged up by labourers, with mattocks, in ploughed fields, 
the one at Lawrence Lydeard, and the other within the parifh of 
Stogumber (or Stoke Gomer), adjoining it. This difcovery has been 
fuppofed to authorize the following conclufions: that, after the 
conqueft of other parts of Britain, the Romans came to the Cangi, 
in Somerfet: tjiat, having conquered them, in a valley between 
Taunton and Withyel, at or near the place now called Conquejl^ they 
ftill continued a legion, or part of one at leaft, hereabouts, which 
they paid with fuch money as was found in the above-mentioned 
pitchers, to prevent any infurredtions by land or invafions by fea : and 
that thefe forces, when called home to relieve the empire, diftrefl!ed by 

# Thefe lin<?8 were originally publiihed in Brice's Exeter paper. The above is taken from 
the original MS. in the pofTeflion of the Rev. Dr. Flexman^ and copied by his fon-in-law^ 
Mr. Vowler, of theMinories, London. 

f Before the invention of the art of printing, through the ignorance of the times, and the 
difficulty of multiplying copies, few books were publiihed, and of thofe which were pnblilhcd 
the circuktion was very limited. It gives a ftriking proof of the great fcarcity of books; 
that, in 1424, the countefs of Wcftmoreland prelcnted a petition to the privy council, re- 
prefenting that the late king (Henry V.) had borrowed a book from her, and praying, that an 
order might be given, under the privy feal, for the reftoration of the faid book ; which was 
granted with great folemnity. Rymer> quoted by Holt in his Chara&ers of Kings and Queens 
of Kngland^ vol. II. p. 48 k 

the 
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the irruptions of the northern nations^ buried thefe treafures • which 
the antiquarian, who makes thefe remarks, cdillsC/audiusCa/ar^s, and 
the o/J Roman emperors treajure^ found near Conqucft*. 

Thefe obfervations are confirmed by the difcovcry of Roman coins, 
and divers other antiquities, in the foundations of an old houfe near 
the caftle, 1 643 -j- : and by a like incident within the memory of man j 
when, on pulling down a houfe in St. James' parifh, an old Roman 
coin was found. It was of the fize of a farthing, with the head of 
Vefpafian; the legend VESP. AVG. IMP. The reverfe, a female 
captive, her hands bound behind her to a palm tree; the legend 
IVDAEA CAPTA, and, in the exergiic, S. C.t 

But, in whatever obfcurity this early period of the hiftory of 
Taunton is involved, it clearly appears to have been a place of great 
note in the time of the Saxons. For Ina, one of the Weft- Saxon 
kings, as early as the year 700, built a caftle here for his refidence ; 
and is faid to have held here the firft great council of his kingdom §: 
by whofe affiftance, according to Leland, he wrote a code of laws for 
the government of his fubjeds, which gave him great reputation as a 
legiflator. But, if we may judge of them by thofe that were eminently 
diftinguiftied by the title of his Ten Laws, we ftiall form no idea of 
the wifdom and comprehenfion of his mind. They relate chiefly to 
the fuperftition of the times, and the privileges of the clergy. The 
fecondprefcribed a penalty for deferring the baptifm of infants beyond 

* Ma]^. Brit. &Hib. 410. 1750. Somerfet. p. 81O9 811. 

t This information was communicated by the Rev. Mr. Colltnfon. 

X From the communication of Mr. Thomas Peacock. 

S When he eftablifhed his laws^ he faith : ** I /««> king of the Weft-Saxons, have called 
** my fatherhood, aldermen, and my wifeft commons, with the godlv men of my kingdom, 
«' to confult of ^reat and weighty matters.'* Here is reprefented, m king Inm^ the king's 
royal oerfon : his fatherhood, in tKofe ancient days, were thofe whom we call biihops, and^ 
therefore were termed reverend fathers : by aldermen, the nobility is meant ; fo honourable 
was the word aldermen of old times, that only noblemen were called aldermen, fiy the 
wifeft commons b fignified knights and burgeftes ; and fo is the king's writ at this day, ** De 
** difcretioribus et magts fuftiaentibas." By godly men is meant the con vocation- houfe ; 
for that it onlv confifteth of religious men. To confult of great and weighty ipatters : {x^ u 
the king's wnt at this day ; <* Pro quibufdam arduis et urgentibus negotiis, nos, ftatum et 
defenfionem regni noftri Anglise, et eccletiae Anglicanae concementibus." Dodderidge 
on the Antiquity of Parliaments in Hearae's Colleton of Curious Difcourfci^ vol. I. 
p.aSi. 

thirty 
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thirty days, and a much gneater when they died unbaptizcd^. One 
of them appears to have been didated by hamanity, and to have been 
intended as a mild and equitable provifion £i3r the ea& and comfort of 
flaveSy that they might not be worn out by unceafing kbour ; for 
it enafted, that, if a fervant, by his mailer's command, fhould work 
on Sunday, he fhould be made free. 

With this prince originated the tribute called Peter-Pence. For 
it was ordained by a general decree; that, in every family, pof- 
fefled of any kind of goods to the value of twenty pence, rfiroughout 
all the kingdom of the Weft- Saxons, one penny fhould be yearly 
colledted at Lammas, and fent over to the blefTed St. Peter and the 
church of Rome ; which in Englifh-Saxon was called Romfcott. It 
was firft paid under the notion of the Kings-Alms-f^ but was after- 
wards required under the name of Peter s^Pence^. 

• Inct's Hiftory of the Englifti Churchy vol. I. p. 287. 
+ Speed's Succeffion of Englifli Monarchs, p. 307. 

% The original application and defign of this tribute, according to Matthew of Weft- 
minftery was the fupport of the Englifh, who might repair to Rome, to be inilrudled in lite- 
rature and the catholic faith, in the Englifh fchool, which Ina built there. To accommodate 
them he alfo crefted a church dedicated to the Virgin Mary, in which they might celebrate 
divine fervice, and if they (hould happen to die at Rome, be interred*. His piety and mu- 
nificence, in the flyle of that age, were difplaved in various inditutions in England. In 
704, he built a monadery at Wells. In 708, rebuilt Glaftonbury abbey, and exchanged the 
olack monks forbenedidlines. He afterwards erected a monadery at Muchelney, in Somerfet- 
ihirc, aod an abbey at Abingdon, in Berkfhiref . After a reign of 37 or 38 years, he re- 
iigned his throne to his kinfman Ethelard, and travelled, on pilgrimage, to Rome; where 
he died, in 728. He is faid to have taken this ftep at the perfuafions of his queen Ethel- 
burga, who had lone urged him to it, without efFeft, till (he hit upon this expedient. When, 
on a certain time, he had lodged at a manor in the country, with all regal fplendor, and 
had been entertained with all the luxury the age afforded ; on his departure, (he direfted 
the keeper of the royal feat to remove all the rich furniture, bedding, and hangings of the 
palace, to fill the rooms and ail the offices with draw, ordure, and filth, and to lay a fow 
with pigs in the royal chamber. When every thing was thus prepared, to excite difgud, 
where before he had lodged with plcafure, fhe feiened urgent reafons to induce the "king to 
vifit it again. On his return to it and perceiving tnc loathfome appearance it wore, (he took 
occafion to direct his thoughts *• to the confideration of the vain pleafures of this world, 
which in a moment come to nought, together with the corruption of the flefh, being a filthy 
lump of clay, after it fliould once be difTolved by death." The hidorian tells us, that her 
perfuafions, enforced by the fcene before him, took efFe£l. He renounced the world, and 
his queen herfelf became a nun in the abbey of Barking, where fhe was made an abbefs, and 
died^. 

• See Wccver's Fdneral Monuments, p. 173. f Lockers MS. J Holingiheid's Chronicle, ▼ol. I. 
Hidory, p. 127, 128. 
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The caftle, which this king erefted in Taunton, was deftroyed in 
722, by his queen, Ethelburga. A new caftle was built by one of 
the bifhops of Winchefter, about the time of the conqueft ; and it 
was afterwards confiderably improved, as well as repaired, by other 
biihops. 

In an early period the manor of Taunton- Dean was conned:ed with 
the fee of Winchefter : but it is uncertain by whofe munificence this 
aflignment was made; whether by Frithefwitha, the wife of Ethelard, 
fucceflbr to Ina, or by Emma, the wife of Ethelred II. Dugdale fays*, 
the former lady gave, out of her patrimony, the manor of Taunton to 
the church of Winchefter, where flie was buried : to which Ethelard 
himfelf added feven manfes, or dwellings for peaiants-f-. By others it is 
aflerted, that it was a grant of Emma ; who, when a widow, was 
accufed, by Robert, archbiftiop of Canterbury, to king Edward the 
confeflbr, her fon, of incontinency with Alwine, bifhop of Winchefter. 
Upon this charge the bifhop was imprifoned, and the royal lady treated 
with rigour. To exculpate her charadler, ftie offered, blindfold and 
barefooted, to pafs over nine red-hot plough- fhares, placed at unequal 
diftances. This mode of trial, called the Fiery- Ordeal, was generally 
adopted in thofe times ; and, in this cafe, the appeal w^s confidered 
as made to the providence of God ; who, it was fuppofed, would 
miraculoufly fupport the innocent. The iflue of the experiment, it 
is faid, evinced the innocence of queen Emma, who pafTod over them 
unhurt ; and to exprefs her gratitude to heaven,, and to perpetuate the 
remembrance of her vindicated charafter, gave the manor of Taunton- 
Dean, and eight other valuable manors, to the biftiop of Winchefter 
and his fucceflbrsj. But Dr. Richardfon, the learned editor of God- 
win, treats this ftory, concerning Emma, as a monkifh fable : becaufe 
the beft and moft careful hiftorians, near thofe limes, Roger Hoveden, 
William of Malmefcury, Matthew of Weftminfter, and others, take 
no notice of this wonderful efcape§. 

•^Monafticon Anglicantnn, 1655, vol. I. p. 9S0. 

f So is the word explained in Dugdale's Monailicon Anglicanuxn> 1718, preface, p. li. 
and in Doroefday Book illullrated, p. 267. 

X Locke's MS. and Godwin's Catalogue of Bifhops. 
\ Richardfon de Praefulibus Anglia;, p. 57. 

The 
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The religion of thofe limes confifted very much in invcillng 
religious houfes and chara<fter« with great eftates. Wc furvey the 
amazing grants of this kind with aftonifhment at the energy of fuper- 
ftition, which could thus engage the great proprietors of lands to 
ftrip themfelves and their heirs of their patrimony : and we are not lefs 
aftonifhed at the folly of the government, that could permit the mono- 
polies of power and wealth, which facred inflitutions thus obtained. 
It has been well obferved, that, notwithftanding thefe alienations of 
private fortunes, they were not wholly loft to the public, but fome- 
times did eventually prove beneficial to the conununity : and, as they 
enabled their pofTeflbrs to relieve and mitigate the public burdens, fo 
they were at times improved to thefe purpofes. The bifhops of 
Winchefter often advanced loans to the kings. William of Wyke- 
ham paid for his tenants, three feveral times, tfee fubfidies granted to 
the king by parliament. Henry Beaufort, the fucceffor to WiUiam 
of Wykeham, who was called the rich cardinal, lent Henry V. greatly 
involved in debt, by his continual wars, 20,oool.* There are alfo 
inftances, on record, of the lenity and liberality of rich ccclefiaftics 
towards their tenants. William of Wykeham, at his firft entrance 
upon the bifhopric of Winchefter, remitted to his poor tenants cer- 
tain acknowledgments, ufually paid and due by cuftom, to the 
amount, fays Godwin, of 520I. and according to Lowth, 502I. i s.7d. 
of which there was remitted to Taunton and Rympton 1 o 1 1. 1 2S. 8d. 
■Diippa, one of his fucceffors, remitted to his tenants no lefs than 
30,oool.'f* The emimeration of tjie fums expended, from the emo- 
luments of. the religious, in adls of munificence and charity, would 
furnifti a large volume. Monafteries endowed, colleges founded, 
fchools ere^cd, churches built, perpetual alms to the poor, and 
exhibitions to (Indents, are monuments of the liberality, with which 
the eftates that had been, in one fenfe, alienated from the community, 
were given back again to the public, in the application of them to 
objedts of general utility. It is amazing, what immenfe fums were 
thus expended. But the greatnefs of the expenditure proves that 
the refources were great. 

• Lowth's Life of William of Wykeham, p. 300. 

f -Granger's Biog. HifL of England, 8vo. vol. III. 194, 195. 

The 
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The following table, which Mr. Locke found among the records 
of the manor of Taunton- Dean^ will affift us to form an idea of its 
value. 
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This fum, being near 700I. obferves Mr. Locke, was a princely 
income, at the time of the conqueft; and as it is charged on one of the 
divifions only, not containing above half the hundred of Taunton, it 
may be thought too bountiful a gift to any church or religious order, 
and too large a diftridt to be comprehended in the idea of one fingle 
manor, which for extent and value cannot be paralleled in hiftory. 
Its annual rent at prefent^ as taken from an actual furvey, amounts 
to 1 50,0001. an income far fuperior to that of any Britiih peer, or even 
to feveral of the German princes. If the fee of this hundred, bur- 
thened, as in its preferit ftate, with taxes, were to be fold at twenty 
, three years purchafe, it would amount to a fum little fliort of three 
millions and an half. 

The grant of fuch an extenlive and valuable manor muft neceflarily 
have advanced the fee of Winchefter to a pre-eminence in wealth and 
power above moft, if not all, the other fees. This diocefe, accordingly, 
was iinciently valued, in the king's books, at 3385I. 3s. 3jd. and is 
now at 279 3I. 4s. 2 id. It is natural to expedt that of thofe who 
have filled this fee, there fhould have been perfons of the firft rank 
and dignity. We are told it has yielded to the church ten faints, and 
to Rome two cardinals; to England one lord chief juftice, nine lords 

C chancellors. 
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chancellors, two lords treafurcrs, one lord privy feal. One chancellor 
of the univerfity of Oxford, another of the exchequer, and twenty- 
four prelates of the garter*. 

The firft account we have of the extent and value of the manor of 
Taunton Dean, and of the privileges annexed to it, is the eftimatc 
made, when the fee of Winchefter was poflefled by Stigand, chaplain 
to Edward the confeflbr, who was tranflated to it from Norwich, 
in 1047. He gelded, fays the Domefday Book, for fifty-four hides 
and two virgates and an half of land. The arable is one hundred 
carucates. Befides this, the bifliop has in demefne land to the 
amount of twenty carucates, which never paid geld, and has there 
thirteen ploughs. There are fourfcore villains, and fourfcore and 
two cottagers, and feventy fervants, and fixteen colliberts, and feven- 
teen fwineherds, rendering feven pounds and ten fhillings. Among 
dl they have fixty ploughs. There are fixty-four burgeffes, render- 
ing thirty- two {hillings. There are three mills, rendering one hundred 
fhillings wanting fixty pence. A market rendering fifty fhillings, and 
for the mint fifty fhillings. There are forty acres of meadow. Pafturc 
two miles long and one mile broad. Wood one mile long and as much 
broad. When bifhop Walepilin (Walkelyn, fucceflbr to Stigand) 
received it, it yielded fifty pounds, now it yields an hundred and fifty- 
four pounds and thirteen pence, with all its appendages and cufloms. 

Thefe cufloms belong to Tantone : Burhgeriflh, privilege of ad- 
judging and executing thieves, breach of the peace, hainfare, hundred 
penny and St. Peter's pence, churchfet, to hold the bifhop's pleas 
thrice a year without notice, and fending men to the army with the 
bifhop's men. Thefe fame cufloms in Tantone pay thefe lands : 
Talande (Tolbnd), Acha (Oak), Holeford, Ubcedene and Suc- 
cedene (Up-Cheddon and South- Cheddon), Maidenobroke, Laford 
(Langford), Hilla(Hill.Bifhops)andHela(Hele), Nicnehede (Nine- 
head), Nortone, Bradeforde, Haifa (Halfe) and Hafelda (Heathfield), 
Scobnolare (ShopnoUer) and Stocka (Stoke). Thefe two lands are 
not obliged to attend the army. The fame cuftoms owe they of 
Bauuebga (Baweburga or Bagborough), except the army and funeral 
obventions. Of all thefe lands thofe who areabout to acquit them- 

* Dogdale's Monaftkon Anglicanum, 171^, p. iz. 

felves 
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felves by oath or ordeal come to Tantone. When the lords of theft 
lands die, they are buried in Tantone*. 

Though it be not eafy to explain every term and cuftom, men- 
tioned in the domefday account of Taunton, with precifion, yet wc 
gain from it a general idea of the extent of the manor, of the power 
of the lord, and of the privileges enjoyed by the town in that remote 
period. It was not only the feat of the biihop of Winchefter's jurif- 
diftion, and a great fource of his wealth, but alfo a mart and place of 
trade; for then there were in it fixty-four burgefTes. Thefe in thofe 
times were tradefmen, who, in great towns, had their patrons, under 
whofe protection they traded, and paicj an acknowledgment for it to 
their lords or patrons-f*. 

The tenures in the manor of Taunton-Dean, for the moft part, 
confift of cuftomary and copyhold lands and tenements of inheritance, 
divided into two kinds : Bondlands^ which are the ancient dwelling 
tenements, held by a cuftomary fine and rent certain, and fubjeA to 
heriots and manerial fervices; and Overlands^ where anciently no 
dwelling ftood, held by a fine and rent certain, but exempted from 
the payment of heriots, and from every other cuftom, fuit, or fervice* 
Some of the cuftomary tenements oblige the tenants to execute the 
office of reeve, and to collect the bifhop's rents, which amount, in the 
whole, to about 1600I. per annum J. 

A court is, or ought to be, kept at the exchequer, every Saturday, 
before the fteward or his deputy, for adjufting difputes among the 

• From a tranflation of the domefday account of Taunton, communicated by the Rev. 
Mr. Collinfon. Some of the terms nfed in this account require explanation. As to the 
meafurement of lands here ufed it mufl remain, in a great degree, undefined. For a hide of 
land was an indefinite quantity, meaning in general as much as migh be ploughed with one 
plough in a year ; but including, according to circumftances, fometimes more, fometimes 
fewer acres, from 50 to 120, or more. A carucate and virgate are likewife indefinite meafures. 
Jacob (LawDidl.) confiders the firfl as equal to a plough land ; or to 100 acres : and a virgate 
as confiding of 24. Villains were of two forts ; one bound to the perfon, the other annexed 
to the manor, of the lord. CoUiberts were tenants in foccage, manumitted under certain 
reflridlions, and of a middle condition between fervants and freemen. Burgheriflh was 
the violation of the peace in the town (violatio pacis in villa). Hainfare, or hamfare, was 
the breach of the peace in a houfe. Hupdred-penny was tribute colleded by the lord of the 
hundred. Churchfet, quaii femen ecclefiae, was corn paid to the church. See Jacob's Law 
DidUonary. 

f Brady's Hiflorical Treatife on Burghs, p. 27, 28. 

X Locke's MS. and Cufloms of the Manor of Taunton-Dean. 

C 2 tenants. 
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tenants, and for recovering fmall debts : but as the fee for a fummons is 
only I d. for an attachment, 4d. for a declaration, 6d. an appearance, 2d. 
and fb in proportion with regard to other fees, it has of late years 
fallen into difufe ; for thofe fees, having been eftabliflied with the 
cuftoms of the manor, as early as the eleventh century,, cannot be 
altered^ though the value of money, to which all fees fhould bear a 
proportion, is greatly changed and reduced fince that period*. 

The cuftoms and fines to which this tenure is fubjedt are many 
and various ; and an accurate knowledge of them can be obtained 
only by long experience. The mode of fucceffion, in this manor, is 
Angular, and is fome times productive of very ferious evils to families : 
foreftates, according to the cuftom of it, defcend to the widow of a 
man, though a fecond or third wife, to the prejudice of the ifTue under 
a prior marriage, who are totally precluded, -though the lands were the 
ancient inheritance of their father. 

Another peculiarity, with refpedl to the right of fucceffion, is, that 
the younger fon inherits before the elder. A cuftom, which this 
tenure has in common with Borough-Englifli. The learned have 
been at a lofs to afcertain the origin an4 ground of a cuftom, which 
thus inverts the order of nature. Sir William Blackftone conjedlures, 
with great judgment, that it might be deduced from the Tartars. 
Amongft this people the eldeft fons, as they advanced to man's eftate, 
migrated from their father with a certain portion of cattle ; and the 
youngeft fon only remaining at home, became, in confequence, heir 
to the father's houfe and all his remaining pofleffions. This con- 
jedlure not only affigns a natural and rational reafon for a cuftom, that 
on the face of it wears a ftrange appearance ; bat is confirmed by the 
confideration, that not this cuftom only was long prevalent, in Tartary 
and the northern nations, but many other feudal practices -f* preva.il 

• Mr. Locke has publiihed a traft, to which we would refer the reader, entitled, ** The 
ancient Cuftoms of Taunton-Dean," carefully copied from an original record, prefented by a 
. Taunton-Dean jury, during the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, on the ijtn of December, 
1647, before Nathaniel Whetham, JohnHurft, James Price, and Sylvanus Taylor, furveyors 
appointed by an ordinance of parliament for the fale of bilhops' lands : to which are added 
the names of the above jury, a copy of their prefentment, a lift of the freehold lords of 
manors who did fervice at that court, and fome other particulars. 

f As ()arliaments and the attendance of the great vaflals, with their contingents of troops, 
on the princes in their expedition. 

there; 
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there ; nay the whole feudal fyftem, while in Europe it is an exotic 
plant, is indigenous, univerfal, and immemorial in tne Eaft*. 

Will not the fame principle aflign alfo the origin of the other 
peculiarity in the fucceffion of eftates in this manor ? For, as in the 
courfe of events, the younger fon would frequently be Jeft in a ftate 
of minority, the mother, as his natural guardian, would fucceed to 
the immediate pofTeflion and enjoyment of the father's eftate. 

The inconveniences, which muft fometimes arife from thefe fin- 
gular cuftoms, are, in a degree, counterbalanced by the mode of con- 
veyance praftifed in this manor ; which is by a furrender of the eftate, 
upon every fale or mortgage, into the hands of the lord ; which fur- 
render is lodged in the exchequer, or the room where all the titles of 
the manor are repofited, and may at any time be examined. This 
makes it eafy to prove the validity of a title, and is a fecurity againft 
all frauds in mortgages. 

The manor of Taunton, which originally included the town and 
borough, is now diftindl from it. For the latter now flands, for the 
moft part, on fee-fimple lands, fubjedt to chief rents, called bifhop's 
rents. When this feparation took place is a matter of fome doubt. 
Some are of opinion that it was difmembered, 1 42 1 , by Henry Beau- 
fort, fon of John of Gaunt^ who was tranflated to the fee of Win- 
chefter, 1405. But his fuccefTor, William Waynfleet, in the fixth 
year of Edward IV. made a grant in fee of the guildhall, in Taunton 
(fome years fince pulled down), to Nicholas Dixon, the perpetual vicar 
of St. Mary Magdalen, under the yearly tribute of a red rofe, as a mark 
of attachment and loyalty to the houfe of Lancafter. In this grant, 
the town, borough, and market are faid to belong to the fee of Win- 
chefter. This Siews that the fee-fimple eftates, confidcred as dif- 
jointed from the Taunton-Dean tenure, muft have been granted to 
th? freeholders fince i^.Syf. 

According to a refpedtable author, the town is found to have been 
the eftate of lord Bonville, an ancient family of this county. For 
William, fon of Nicholas Bonville, was knighted by Henry III. in the 

• Richardfon's Diflertation on the Language, Literature, and Manners of the Eaftem 
Nations, p. 153, 160, 162. 
t Locke's MS. 
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35th year of his reign. Of him defcended William, lord Bonvillc of 
Chewton*. Lord Bonville was befieged in his caftle of Taunton, 
lays William of Worcefter, 1449, by the earl of Devon : and there 
came to his aid, lord De Moleyns, the duke of York, William Her- 
berd, and others ; and Bonville delivered himfelf up to the duke of 
York-f-. Lord Bonville efpoufing the intereft of the houfe of York, 
which then aimed at the crown, and being taken in the fecond battle 
of St. Albans, 38th Henry VL was beheaded. Elizabeth, his widow, 
had this manor for her dowry ; and, after her death, it came to her 
grand-child and heir, Cicely, the daughter of his eldeft fon, William, 
lord Harrington, who was flain before at the battle of Wakefield;}:. 
This lady, marrying to John Bourcher, lord Fitz- Warine, afterwards 
created earl of Bath, brought the manor into that family §. 

In a. review of the ancient ftate of the town of Taunton, we can 
by no means overlook the religious inftitutions, which owed their 
origin to the fentiments of the times : and to the eftablifhment of 
which, many biihops of Winchefter, as of other fees, confecrated 
their wealth. A monaftic life is fuppofed indeed to have particularly 
fuited the ferious and gloomy temper of the Englifli nation, as it made 
a moft rapid progrefs in thefe kingdoms, and retained its firft fervor 
here longer than in any other country: upon this account, England 
is faid to have merited the appellation of the IJle of Saints. The reign 
of king Stephen was diftinguifhed by the great number of monafleries, 
both of monks and nuns, eflablifhed in it||, 

♦ Mag. Brit. & Hib. Somerfct. p. 808. 

f Liber Niger Scaccarii, vol. II. p. 475. 

X Magna Britannia, atfupra. 

§ Mr. Locke fays, that the manors of Drayton, Pockington, Meriot, and Pixton, in the 
neighbourhood of Taunton, formerly belonged to the Bonville family : and the manor of 
Norton Fitz-Warrcn belonged to the carls of Bath. He conceives, that there is a miftake in 
th3 above account of the manner in which the manor of Taunton came into the family of the ^ 
carls of Bath. For, in the peerages. Cicely Bonville is faid to have been married firft to 
Henry, earl of Wiltfhire, and then became fecond wife to Thomas Grey, marquis of Dorfet, 
grei^t-grandfather of lady Jane Grey, and anceftor to Henry Grey, earl of Stamford. His 
Ion, who diecl before his father, married with Dorothy, daughter of Edward Bouchier, fourth 
carl of Bftth ; whofe other daughter, named Ann, married with Sir Chriftophcr Wrey^ bart. 
And, by a deed of partition between Sir Bouchier Wrey, her fon, and lord Stamford, it 
appears, that the earl of Bath was entitled to the manor of Taunton, the manor of Hunttpill, 
and fome other manors. 

U Grodey's Obfervatlons on England, trandated by Nugent, vol. I. p. 321, note, and ^25. 

A few 
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A few years before he afcendedthe throne^ in 1 1 27, William Gifiard, 
bifhop of Winchefter, built and endowed a priory, or nunnery of black 
camms. It was fituated on the north fide of tne town, without the 
Eaft-gate : and feems to have flood in a dired: line with James-ftreet^ 
about fixty yards from the fpot, on which the newfarm-houfe, called 
The Priory, ilands. Near to this fcite is a ftreet, called Canon- 
ftreet: and there have been lately difcovered in it the ruins of largegothic 
arches and hewn ftones*. Tnis monaftery was dedicated to St. Peter 
and St. Paul, It was fo much improved and incrcafed by the fucceflbr 
of William GifFard, Henry de Blois, brother to king Stephen, that he 
came in for an equal ihare of honour as the founder of it-f-. 

But the exclufive claim of William Giffard, to be confidered in this 
light, was afcertained by an inquifition taken on oath before the king's 
efcheators, at Taunton, in the loth year of the reign of Edward IL 
And by a charter of confirmation, which pafled in the reign of 
Henry II. reciting the foundation of the priory and the fubfequent 
grants made to it, it appears, that the endowment of it, when firft 
cftablifhed by the founder, confifted of all the churches of Taunton, 
with their chapels and all their appurtenances, the manor of Black- 
down, the church of Kingfton with its chapels and appurtenances, 
the church of Bifhop's Lydeard, the church of Angerfleigh, and the 
church of Hill-Bifliops, with their refpedlive appurtenances ; and that 
Henry de Blois, the fucceflbr of William Giffard, augmented this 
endowment by a grant of the church of Pitminfter with its chapels 
and appurtenances if* 

It had many other confiderable benefaftors. William, lord Mohun, 
in the reign of Henry I. foon after the foundation, gave to the canons 
of this houfe the manor of Lydeard, in Wiltfhire. William Montacute, 
earl of Salifbury, granted to it the manor and hundred of Dulverton, 

• Locke's MS. 

t Taunton. Prior. Canon. Reg. or S. Aug. Bathon. dicecefis. GuK Giffarde & Henry 
Blezance (Blefenfis) epifcopi Wintonienfes fundatores. Leland'sColleflanea, vol. I. p. Sr. 

t From deeds preferved by Dugdale^ in Monaflicon Anglicanum, volumen alterum, per 
R. Dodfworth & Gul. Duedale, p. %^, who calls the charter of confirmation a charter of 
Edward III. but erroneoufly : for the royal perfonage, who by this deed ratifies the former 
grants, is exprefsly faid to be Henry, king of England, duke of Normandy and Aquitain, 
and earl of Anjou ; and the biihops, who witneffed to it, are thofc who held epifcopalfees in 
the reign of Henry II. 

with 
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with ail the appurtenances belongmg to it, to hold in fee-farm at 
the yearly Tent of lol. which denme is dated in the chapter of Ac • 
priory of Taunton. Robert Arundel added the church of Diflam, 
with two hides of land. William, the fon of Odo, with the confent 
of William, his grandfon and heir, gave the manor of Wildeland, 
with the church and its appurtenance sj Richard de Turberville, with 
the approbation of his brother Hugh, the church of Dulverton, and 
the manor of Golialand ; Roger Briton, the manor of Uppecot 
Baldwin de Combe, the manor More, and alfb fixteen acres of land 
GeofFry Foliot, a virgate and half of land in the manor of Stanton 
Ofbert and GeofFry de Hidon, the manor of Middleton ; and Hugh 
de Flury, twenty acres of land in Heftercombe*. 

Befidcs thefe donations, William of Wykeham bequeathed to the 
prior and convent of Taunton loo marks to pray for his foul-f. And 
Jafper Tudor, earl of Bedford and Pembroke, half-brother to king 
Henry VI. gave orders, by his will, that his body fhould be buried in 
this monaftery, and that a monument, fuitable to his degree, fliould 
be eredted oyer it ; bequeathing 40I. per annum, out of his lands, for 
four priefts to fing perpetually for the weal of his foul. He 
died 1 497 J. 

The priory of Taunton had, in 1 293, lands inThorne to the amount 
(as valued in pope Nicholas' taxation) of 1 5s. In Prefton near Mil- 
verton, los. Afti-priors, iocs. Ninehead, 25s. Weft-Monkton, 1 os. 
Lydeard St. Lawrence, 20s. North- Petherton, 20s. Bridgwater, los. 
Spaxton, 13s. 4d. Stringfton, 9s. Hafwell, los. Dulverton, 26s. 
Stoke, 30S. Lands in Thurloxton were appropriated to the pitancier 
of the fame convent §. 

At the reformation it was alfo poflefled of certain lands, tenements, 
gardens, cottages, and burgages, with their appurtenances, lying and" 
being without the gate of Canon-ftreet, Middle- ftreet, and St. James - 
ftreet, in the parifhes of St. Mary Magdalen, as well within as without 
the borough, St. James, and Weft-Monkton, to the clear yearly value 

♦ Dugdalc, ut fupra, and Mag. Brit. p. 882. 

f Lowth's Life of William of Wykeham, p. 294. 

t Locke's MS. 

i From the archives in the cathedral of W<!lls, ccmmunicated by the Rev. Mr. Collinibn. 

of 
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of 61. 19s. 7fd. and alfo of lands, tenements, gardens, courtilagcs, 
cottages, or burgages, fituate as well within as without the faid gate 
of Canon -ftreet,Middle-ftreet, and St. James-ftreet, in the faidpari/hes 
of St. Mary Magdalen, within the borough, St. James, and Weft- 
Monkton, to the clear yearly value of 29I. 1 2S. 4d.* 

In 1339, there were twenty-five canons belongyig to this foun- 
dation -f. ^ • 

Edton, in his Thefaurus, fays, that* there belonged to Taunton 
priory the gift of the impropriate tithes of the following nineteen 
parifhes : that is to fay; Taunton St. Mary Magdalen, to which be- 
longed fix chapels of eafe, viz. Taunton St. James, Ruifhton, Trull, 
Wilton, Stoke St. Mary, and Thurlebeere ; Kingfton, with Cothel- 
ftone, a chapel of eafe; Pitminfter,. with Corfe, a chapel of cafe; 
Bifhop's Hull, Ninehead, Afh-priors, Dulverton, Withiel, Otterford, 
St. Michael's Church, and Staplegrove; which laft is a redtory, 
divided from Taunton and made a feparate parifh, by adt of par- 
liament, in 1 5 54 J. 

In the 24th year of Henry VHL a fmall monaftery or priory of 
canons regular of St. Auguftine, at Staverdale, near Bruton, which 
was founded by the anceftors of the Seymours, or St. Maurs, was 
united to the monaftery of Taunton. Ela, the widow of SirRichard de 
S. Maur the elder, by her teftament, dated Nov. 28, 1 409, 1 1 Henry IV. 
diredted that her body fhould be buried in the new chapel of this priory, 
next to the grave of the faid SirRichard de S. Maur, her hufband. To 
this monaftery Sir Richard Lovel, knight, gave certain lands, to the 
value of 40s. per annum, for the finding one chaplain to celebrate daily 
prayers for the fouls of the faid Richard and his anceftors, in the 
. church of this priory §. 

Soon after the union of this religious houfe with the priory of 

.Taunton, broke out the ftorm, which involved all the religious houfes 

in one ruin. That in this town Ihared the common fate. In the 

• From the deed, being the original grant of the lands belonging to the priory, in tht 
pofleflion of Mr. Rogers, druggift, in Honiton ; with the ufe of which he has, in a very 
obliging manner, favoured the author. 

t From the archives of the cathedral of Wells, coromunicatcd by the Rev. John Collinfon. 

t Locke's MS. 

4 Locke's MS. and Magna Britannia, p. 882. 

D 26tl^ 
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i6th of Henry VHI. a commlflion was granted to John Clerk*, 
biihop of Bathand Wells, Sir William Stourton, knight, Hugh Powlet, 
William Portman, and Roger Kynfey, to take the value of the lands 
belonging to this monaftery. They reported the clear annual value 
to be, according to Dugdale, 286I. 8s. lod. but according to Speed, 
438I. 9s. lod. including the priory of Staverdale, recently annexed 
to itf . 

The church of St. Mary Magdalen was, originally, only a chapel 
dependent on the mother church dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, 
• the patrons of the convent. There were alfo three other chapels, viz. 
St. Margaret's, fituated at the bottom of Eaft-ftreech; St. Powle's, or 
Paul's, in the weft part of the town, in the parifh of Hill-Bifhops, 
the houfe now occupied by Mr. Mallack ; and St. Leonard's, in the 
north end of the town, in the parifh of St. James J. 

Another religious foundation, in Taunton, was a leper-houfe, 
near the chapel of St. Margaret, the advowfon and patronage of which 
was granted, about the year 1280, to the abbot and convent of 
Glaftonbury, by Thomas Lambritz. There appears to have been 
alfo a houfe of white or carmelite friars, founded in 1322, by Walter 
de Mcryet§. Both thcfe houfes are fuppofed to have been private 
property, before the difTolution of monafteries, for they are not men- 
tioned in Lel-ind'sfur\'v:y||, 

Amongft the other religious endowments, didlated by the fuper- 
flition of the times, were chantries ; which were little chapels, or 
particular altars, in cathedral, collegiate, and even parochial churches, 
with falaries from lands or other revenues, for the maintenance of one 

• John Clerk, D, D. and maftfr of the rolls, w^s confecrated in 1523 ; whom Hcnr>- VIII. 
employed in frequent cmbaflies. When this j rince wrote ac^ainft Luther, he fent a copy of 
his traft to the pope, by the hands of Dr. Clerk ; who, r>nthe occaron, delivered an elegant 
oration before th© confiftory of cardinals. In 1540, he \^eni amhafTidor to the duke of 
Clcvcs, to aflign the reafons of the kind's having divorced his fi.lcr, the lady Annof Cleves. 
This embafTy coft him his life, for he is fuppofed to have been poifcnrd ; and, having with 
great difficulty reached home, he div^d in February, 1540, and was buried in the burying- 
ground of the monallery called the Minoriey, London. Godwin's Catalogue of Biihops». 
p. 310. and RichirJfon de Pracfulibus Anglix Commentarius, p. 387. 

f Bacon's L^b:r Regis. 

X Tanner, and Grant of the priory. 

§ Tanner's Notitia Monadica, preface, p. 16, 17. 

II Locke's MS. 

or 
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er more priefts, daily to fing mafs and perform divine fervice for the 

fouls of the donor, and fuch as he fhould diredt. St. Paul's cathedral 

had forty- fevea of thefe chantries : and feven were annexed to St. Mary 

Magdalen's church, in Taunton. At the diflblution of the religious 

houfes, a referve, by way of penfion to the priefts who had officiated 

in them, was made out of the revenues of thefe chapels. The titles 

of thofe, which were in the church of Taunton, the names of the laft 

incumbents, and the amount of the yearly penfions, in 1 553, flood as 

follows. 1.. s. d. 

St. Andrew, Henry Bull. 500 

St. Michael. John Seyman. 4 16 o 

Holy Trinity* Ralph Wylkins. 500 

Holy Crofs Fraternity. 

St. Ethelred. William Callowe. 500 

ir- • njT cJohnPytte, 400 

Virgin Mary. iwiUiam Trowbridge. 4 o o 

Twing's Chantry. Alexander Maggot. 3 14 4 

In 21 Richard H. Robert Bathe and Tiffania his wife gave four 

mefluages, in Taunton, to the ufe of the fraternity of the Holy Crofs, 

in the church of St. Mary Magdalen, Taunton*. 

The Seftrudtion of thefe religious inftitutions, it may be eafily con- 
ceived, brought an immenfe fum into the coffers of the king. The 
neat annual income of the religious houfes in the county of Somerfet 
only was 748 7I. 1 8. yld. This eftimate may be fuppofed to be much 
beneath the full value, for the eftates were let on low terms, the clergy 
taking 5I. rent for a farm worth 50I. yearly. A vaft treafure aroie 
alfo from the gold, filver, precious ftones, and furniture, found in 
thefe repofitories of pious munificence. The bullion, in gold and 
filver, difcovered in the fingle abbey of St. Edmondfbury, amounted 
to 5000 marks -f-. 

Juftice and policy feemed to require that fome proportion, at leaft, 
of the riches, which had been thus wrefted from the public and reli- 
gious ufes, fhould be applied again to fome purpofes of general utility 
and piety. Henry VHI. accordingly, endowed fome new fees, and 

* From the archives of Wells cathedral. 

t Stevens' Hiftorical Account of Taxes, p. 203, 214, and AdaRegia, vol. III. p. 388. 

D 2 provided 
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provided others with fuiFfagan bifliops. In 1535, March 7, he pafled 
an ad for the eledlion of feveral, fetting forth that certain dipcefes 
required the aid and comfort of fuch afliftant prelates, and nominating 
certain perfons as fit to be elefted to this dignity. Among the places, 
in the county of Somerfet, appointed for fees of the fuffragan tjilhops, « 
.were Bridgwater and Taunton*. This adt was repeal^ in 1 553, 
a<ft I ft and 2d Of Mary ; but revived in 1558, and has never been re- 
pealed fince. William Finche, prior of Bremar, was confecrated 
bifhpp of Taunton. There were twenty towns in England, which, 
under the above adt of Henry VIII. were favoured with the privilege 
and honour of having fuifragan bifhops-f-. 

But, notwithftanding fome provifions made for foundations, con- 
fecrated to religion or devoted to literature, the royal coffers were en- 
riched by fales and grants of the eftates belonging to monafteries. — 
Thefe alienations were made for fums much below the real value of the 
lands; and the opportunity of making very' advantageous purchafcs 
more eafily reconciled the people to the violation of what had, before, 
been deemed facred property J. Some regard was alfo paid to the 
condition of thofe who were thus difpoireffed of a property which had 

* Aifl^Regia, vol. III. P- 305 — 307* * 

t Locke's MS. 

t The alienations of monaflerics do not appear to have been made by any regular prin- 
ciples ; but to have depended on the prefcnt humour of a capricious king, who fometimes 
exchanged the abbey lands for other lands inferior in quality and cultivation ; fometimei 
ilaked them at play ; and at other times gave them away, without thought, or as a reward for 
the mod trivial fervice. He transferred a religious houfc, of fome Value, to a woman, becaufe 
fhc had prei'ented him with a difh of puddings, that pleafed his palate. Qne gentleman ob- 
tained a grant of a priory, without its being known, at the time, on one fide what was 
folicited, or on the other fide what was granted. He was the fon of Sir Philip Cham per- 
nown, of Modbury, in Devon, and refidcd at court. On a day when two'or three other 
gentlemen, who had pofts at court, were waiting at a door through which the king was to pafs, 
wiih^a petition, rcquelling the gr.int of certain abbey lands, fpecified in it, Mr. Champernown 
mtt with them, and was incjuifuive to know their fuit, which they were as careful topreferve 
a fecret. The king making his appenrance, they fell' on their knees and prefentcd their 
petition. Mr. Champernown, confident tjiat courtiers would not beg any thing hurtful 
to themfelves, joined them in the iuit ; which was immediately granted. They returned 
thanks, and fo did Mr. Champernown. He afterwards demanded his fharc in the grant ; 
which the others refufed. On this he made his appeal to the king, who eftablifhed his claim 
by avowing an equal meaning in his largefs. On this dccifion the other gentlemen granted 
him the priory of St. Germain's, in Cornwall, valued at 243I. 8s. yearly rent; which, oy him 
or his heirs, was afterwards fold to Mr. Elliot. Fuller's Church Hiftory of Britain, book vi. 
p. 317. 

hitherto 
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hitherto fupported them in eafe and luxury. William Williams, the 
prior of Staverdale monaftery, at the time of its diflblution, had a 
prefent gratuity of 30I. and a jJenfion of 60I. per annum, during hi« 
life. The priory, with the lands belonging to it^ were granted by 
Henry VIII. in the 36th year of his reign, to John, earl of Oxford, 
The lands, at Blagdon, belonging to Taunton, were given to Sir 
Thomas Davey, knight, one of the gentlemen of the privy chanflber 
to Henry VIIL And Taunton priory, under the name of Taunton 
nuper prioratus, alias Taunton late priory, with fundry other lands, by 
a grant, which paffed the great feal the 5th day of March, in the 36th 
year of Henry VIII. in confideration of the fum of 429I. J 5s. lod. 
paid to the treafurer of the chamber of furveyors general of the king's- 
lands, and the fum of 807I. 1 6s. 8d. paid to the treafurer of the court 
of augmentations of the revenues of the crown,, was given to William 
Chapleyn and John Selwood, to be held in free foccage and not in 
capite, by fealty only in lieu of all fervices; like the manor of Cansford, 
in the county of Dorfet*. From the firft of thefe gentlemen, from 
whom it came to be called Chapleyn's holding, it defcended to the 
late Mr, Jofeph Sweeting, attorney at law, in this town; in whofe 
family it ftill remains -f-. 

In the ancient hiftory of Taunton muft be included its eftablifhment 
into an archdeaconry. Archdeacons, in their original inftitution, had 
no relation to the diocefe, but only to theepifcopal fee; andnojurif- 
diction, either in the cathedral or out of it, was annexed to their office. 
But when bifhops, as barons, were obliged to give a more frequent 

* The fame conveyance included alfo the grant of the manor of Pyeworthy, in the county 
of Devon, together with the advowfon of tlie re<^ory of Pyeworthy, late the property of 
Margaret, countefsof Salilbury, attainted of high treafon ; of the manor of Wrangton, in the 
faid county, late the property of the pricry of Plympton ; of the manor and reftory of 
Bukyngton, late the property of the abbey of Hcrtland ; of the manor of Weftcombeland, ia« 
the county of Somerfet, late the property of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem, in England; 
and of a mefluage and tenement, called Guyrtgraunge, in the parifh of Kyllynyock, in the 
county of Anglefea, late the property of the n onaftery of Conway. The clear yearly value 
of thefe lands flood thus : viz. Of Pyeworthy, lol. i8s. iifd. of Wrangton, 61. 15s. 6id. 
of Bukyngton, 7I. of Wellcombeland, 81. 13s. 6a, and of Guyrtgraunge, 50s. The manor 
of Pyeworthy was to be held in capite, by the fervice of the twentieth part of a knight's fee : 
and the annual fum of 13s. 7d. was to be paid for tenths, to the court of augmentations, for 
the manor of Wrangton ; 14s. for Bukyngton ; 17s. 4d. for Weftcombeland j and 5s. for 
Guyrtgraunge. From the deed before quoted. 

t On the authority of the deed to which we have above referred* 

attendance 
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attendance upon the kings in their great councils, it becaqie expedient 
to inveft delegates with authority for the government of their diocefes j 
and it was natural to enlarge the powers of thofe who had been, before, 
more immediately connected with their fees. This happened foon 
after the Norman conqueft ; and the firft prelate who inftituted an 
archdeacon, in his diocefe, was Lanfranc, archbifliop of Canterbury, 
about the year 1 075*. The firft appointment of this kind in Taunton, 
appears to have been in 1 106, the 7th of Henry I. In 1 293 it was 
rated at 50 marks. The jurifdi<3ion of its archdeacon extends to 
twenty parifhes in Somerfetftiire, exclufive of the thirty parifhes that 
conftitute the hundred of Taunton-Dean-f*, 

* Grey's EccleiiafticalLaw, p. 353^ 355, and Jacobus Law Diftioxuuyl 
t Locke's MS* 
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CHAP. II. 

^be plan of the town, and the principal public JiruSiures. 

FEW towns are laid out in a fuperior mode for convenience or air, 
moft of the ftreets being wide, and the arrangement leaving 
room, in general, for extenfive outlets and gardens. The principal 
ftreets run from eaft to weft, and from north to fouth. The ftreet 
at which you enter from the London road, to the Eaft-gate, almoft 
half a mUe long, has the name of Eaft-ftreech : after that, till it 
reaches nearly to the middle of the town, it bears the name of Eaft- 
ftreet. The central part of the town is called Fore-ftreet, from which 
two ftreets branch out ; one to the north, deriving its name from its 
afpedl; the other to the fouth, called High- ftreet. Parallel to this runs 
a ftreet, called Paul- ftreet : and from the end of North- ftreet, by 
the fide of the river, extends eaft ward, James- ftreet. Parallel to it lies 
a retired one, which from its fituation has the name of Middle- ftreet: 
and from the eaft end there branches off another, called Canon- ftreet, 
till it bends towards the left, when it takes the name of Tancred- ftreet, 
and terminates at Eaft-gate. Here it open$ nearly oppofite to another, 
running fouth ward from the fame point, called Silver- ftreet. The 
fouthern extremity of PauL-ftreet is joined to High-ftreet by a 
ftiort one, called Mary-ftreet. From North-ftreet you pafs over a 
fine bridge of fix arches, eredied over the river Tone, and kept in 
repair by the county, to North-town, or Norton*, an adjoining town, 
formerly populous, but now greatly reduced in the number of houfes 
and inhabitants. Another bridge, at the extremity of High-ftreet, 

• The antiquity of Norton is cxpreflcd in the following traditional diftich : 
Taunton was a furzy down 
When Norton was a market town. 

leads 
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leads to South-town, vulgarly called Shuttern*, which is included 
in the borough, and was alfo once much more populous than it is at 
prcfent. 

Among the firft objedls which accoft the eye of the traveller arc 
the public buildings of the town ; which, according to the purpofes 
to which they are devoted, may be clafled into thofe raifed for 
1. Religion, 2. Civil Government, 3. Charity, and 4. Pleafure* -. 

In Taunton, the ftruftures confecrated to religion are two parilh ^ 
churches, and five diffenting meetings or chapels. 

Of the parifh churches the largefl and moft magnificent is that of 
St. Mary Magdalen, fituated near the center of the town. It is alfo 
called Mardelin, and Maudlin. It is a vicarage, valued, in the king's 
books, at 20L 3s. 4d. The reftory of this parifh was rated, in 1 292, 
at 90 marks. The original appointment of the vicarage took place 
in 1308, 2 Edward II. under Walter (HafelfJiaw-f,) then bilhop 
of Bath and Wells : who, upon information of the want of due order 
and difciplinc in the parifli, and the frequent danger to which the 
parifhioners were expofed of dying without the ufual preparatory ce- 
remonies enjoined by the church, appointed Anthony de Bradeneye, 
his official, and Henry de Chanyngton, archdeacon of Taunton, com- 
miffioners for that purpofe. Accordingly, they ordained, with the 
confent of^the prior and convent, that maftcr Simon de Lym, who 
had been already inftituted by the ordinary as vicar of the chapel of 
St. Mary Magdalen, ihould have, hold, and enjoy, for himfelf and 
his fucceflbrs, for ever, all and Angular the portions, in which he had 
been fo inftituted^ The ordination is remarkable. It allotted 
not a dead falary, or bare pecuniary penfion, but ftanding provifions 

• Mn H. Norris has favoured me with another explanation of this term ; he is inclined to 
think that the original name was Suthcrn, that is. South-cot, from /ufh, fouth, and em, a 
cottage. It appears, hcobfcrves, to have been anciently, like many other fuburbs, no more 
than a hamlet, and to have been united to the town by the gradual progrefs of building. 
This conjecture receives confidrrablc weight from the irrr/rularity of the borough in this 
part, feveral of the intermediate houfes being in the parilh of Wilton, and others in the tithing 
of Hoi way. 

f '* Waltrr Hafclfhaw was firft dean, then bifhop of Wells ; fat ten years, and lieth bu- 
ried under a huge marble, in the body of the church towards the' north, alrooftover againft 
the pulpit. He made many ftatutes ,*' which, Richardfoh adds, arc yet in force. His 
cledion to the fee of Wells was confirmed by the royal aflent in 1302 the 30th of Edward I. 
Godwin's Catalogue of Bifliops, p. jQp. Richai-dfon de Pracfulibus Angliac, p» 375. * 

of 
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of all the accommodations for human life, as meat, drink, houfe, corn, 
hay, &c. It is probable,, that moft other vicarages were endowed in 
the fame way ; that the vicar might be fupported ^ in plenty and 
credit. Yet, for greater encouragement, there was ufually added, as 
an overplus, a penfion in money. 

The ordination appointed, that the vicar fhould receive, every 
week throughout the year, twenty-one canonical loaves, to wit, 
three loaves a day ; and forty-two flagons of conventual ale, to wit, 
fix flagons a day*; and feven loaves of choice boulted flour, of the 
fame weight as the canonical loaves; and twenty-eight loaves of 
£ne wheat flour -f-; and feven flagons of briflc ale;}:: and that he 
fhould receive every year, of the prior and convent, fifteen marks 
of filver ; and fix loads of hay (every year) and feven bufliels of 
oats eveiy week, for the fupport of his horfe ; and two (hillings § 
a year for (hoeing his horfe ; and likewife all legacies bequeathed 
to him in the pari(h || : and that he fhould have the houfe and cur- 
tilage occupied by his predeceflTors : and that he (hould moreover 
receive, as an augmentation, two quarters of bread-corn yearly, from 
the grange or granary belonging to the priory : that the vicar, on 
his part, (hould, by himfelf or curates, at his proper charge, ferve, or 
caufe to be ferved, the chapels of St, Mary Magdalen, of Trendle**, 
of the Caftlcf -f, and of Fons St. George J|; and that he fhould find a 

refident 

♦ By canonical loaves I underftand the houfhold bread ufedby the canons, and appointed 
by the rule of their order — by conventual ale the common beverage of the convent. 

f Small loaves, or manchets, which in thpfe days were generally called chete bread. 

t Ale of aTuperior quality, dillinguifhed anciently by the name of Welch ale. It is to be 
noted, that at this period our anceftors were unacquainted with beer ; the knowledge of which, 
together with the ufe of hops, appears to have been received from the Germans, about the 
middle of the rei^n of Henry VIII. See JSpelman*s Pofthumous Works, by Gibfon, p. 147. 

§ The firll (hillings were coined by Henry VII. in 1505 ; but the term was ufcd in, 
computation for the twentieth partofa pound as early as the eleventh century. 

II Mortuaries, or bequefts made to the church, in compenfation of fuch tithes and oblations 
as the teftators were fuppofed to have forgotten or negledled to pay. 

•• Now Trull ; part of which conftitutes at this day a, tithing called North Trcndle.— 
From whatever circumftance the parifti derived its name, it is obfcrvable, that Trull and 
Trundle (from trendel. Sax. a bowl,) are words of the fame import, fignifying to roll or 
twirl. 

ft Probably a chapel within the precindls of the caftle of Taunton. 

XX Wilton ; the manor of which is ftill called the manor of Fons George. The two 
names appear at firfl fight widely different ; but if we confider that Wilton may be derived 
from <wtlU and tun, i. e. Welitown, and that the church is dedicated to St. George, the 

£ ' rcfemolance 
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refident curate for the chapel at Trendle, as foon as the pariihioners 
fhould have provided a convenient habitation for him : but that, for 
the cafe of the vicar, the prior fhould appoint, on feparate ftipends, 
one fecular prieft for the fervice of Stoke and Ruifhton, another for 
the fervice of Staplegrove and St. James, and another for that of 
Bifliops Hull; with this refervation, that on Sundays and folemn days, 
as often as occafion required, it fhould be lawful for the prior, with 
permiflion of his diocefan, to celebrate mafs in the churches of Ruifh- 
ton and St. James, by fome of the friars belonging to the convent. 
This ordination was given at Taunton, the next Tuefday after the 
feafl of All Saints, (Nov. 5,) 1308, and confirmed by the bifhop 
at Chew, the next Wednefday after the feafl of St. Martin, (Nov. 
13,) in the fame .year. In 1314, it was propofed to make fome 
amendment; and accordingly, John, then prior of Taunton, em- 
powered friar Thomas de Sutton, one of his fellow-canons, by a 
letter of attorney, dated in the chapter of the convent at Taunton,. 
the 4th of the nones" of April, to confent to fuch regulations as the 
bifhop, or his commifTioners, fhould think proper to appoint. But 
it does not appear that any amendment was made ; for the original 
ordination wa« confirmed at Wells, on the ides of April following, 
by John (de Drokensford), then bifliop of the diocefe, and diredled 
to be in all points inviolably obferved*. 

The date of this endowment probably gives the time when the 
church was built; at Icafl, when the original part of the edifice was 
raifed. For the two outer aifles, as appears from the date on the porch, 
were built (or perhaps one of them only, for there is a difference in 
the architediure) in 1508. 

This church is a fpacious, beautiful, gothic flrudlure, with a fine, 
lofty, and flrong tower of excellent workmaniliip, having four flately 

rcfcmblance is obvious. It is to be obferved, that very fmall coIIeAions of houfes were 
frequently denominated towns by our Saxon anceftors (fo Riflon, or Ruiftiton, from rtfi or 
rufh, i. e. Rulhtown) : and, in the time of the ancient Britons, even the woods, in which 
they fortified themfelves againft the attacks of their enemies, were honoured with that appel- 
lation. Sec Cxfar de Bel. Gal. lib. v. 

• After the author had tranfcribed this appointment from the Magna Britannia and Mr. 
Locke's MS. he was furnifhed with a copy of the original ordination from the records of bp. 
Wickham, in the cathedral of Winchefter : which has enabled him to ftate it more exadly 
and fully^ and gives an authenticity and originality to this part of his work, which it would 
have otherwife wanted. He owes this to the- polite and haadfome communications of the 
prefent regtfter to the bifliop of Wiacheiler> J. Ridding, efq; 

pinnacles^ 
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pinnacles, 32 feet high, which makes the whole height 153 feet.— 
This tower has thirteen handfome windows, with a variety of curious 
prominent ornaments, that give the whole an air of magnificence, 
united to a delicate elegance, not to be equalled in the county, nor 
perhaps in the kingdom. The cherubs, lions, fphinxes, and other 
enrichments, are much defaced; and the figures, that filled the niches 
round the tower, reported to have reprefented fome of the primitive 
faints, with their cul de fours, are wholly deftroyed ; probably at the 
diflblution of monafteries, under Henry VIII. or in the civil wars of 
England, during the reign of Charles !• From the top of the tower 
is a moft extenfive and delightful profpedt of the rich vale of Taunton 
Dean, of the gentlemen's feats, of the windings of the river, and of' 
the country furrounded by the diflant hills. The view takes in 
the pillar ereded by the late earl of Chatham, at Burtoh Pynfent ; 
Glaftonbury Tor; and Alfred's Tower, at Stourhead, built by the late 
Mr. Hoare. The tower is furnifhed with a mufical ring of fix bells of 
great weight, and chimes that play " Britons ftrike home" every three 
hours. It was moft probably eredled by Henry VH. who, when he 
came to the crown, rebuilt many of the churches in Somerfetfhire, in 
the ftyle of the florid gothic, in reward of the attachmeht of that 
county to the Lancaftrian party, in the civil wars between York and 
Lancafter. This tower is a confpicuous example of that fafliion, as 
are the towers of Gloucefter cathedral, of a parochial church in Wells, 
and of the church of St. John, at Glaftonbury*, 

The infide of the church meafures 98 feet by 86 feet in the wideft 
part, and from the termination of that part to the altar 50 feet in 
length, contrafting firft into 56, and then into 17 feet, in breadth. 
The porch of the belfry, which forms the great entrance, is feparated 
by a wainfcot fcreen of elegant fret- work, in wood and iron, between 
the doors and at the ends of which arife, on the infide, neat Corinthian 
pilafters. The whole ftrudure makes a grand appearance. Its curious 
roof is fupported by twenty-four pillars, in four rows, dividing it into 
five aifles and a chancel. The body, or middle aifle, with the chancel 
and two adjoining aifles, appear to have been firft erefted : fi^r the two 
outfide aifles are in a diflferent ftyle of Bftilding; and the dates on feveral 

* Warton'i Obfervataooi on the Fairy Queen of Spenfer, vol. II. p. 193. 

£ 2 monumental 
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monumental ftones, in the middle part, are much prior to the fore- 
mentioned date, 1 508, on the porch. In the center ftands the defk 
and pulpit, beautifully enriched with carved work : the manner in 
which tne canopy is fupported has a pleafing efFedt. In the middle 
aifle, on the pillars between the upper windows, are twelve niches, 
fix on a fide, richly ornamented; and underneath, in one of the pillars, 
is a niche of larger dimenfions. The former are fuppofed to have 
been occupied with images reprefenting the apoftles, and the latter 
with that of the patron. There are forty- four large windows to 
this church ; on fome of which are the remains of ancient painting 
on glafs. It is adorned with a noble organ, built by fubfcription, in 
1710 ; is neatly pewed, and the galleries are conllrudted to hold a 
great number of people. 

The records* of the parifh are repofited in the north-eaft part, 
where there is a fmall but neat veftry room : for the apartment over 
the fouth entrance or porch, called the Sandtum Sandtorum, has not, 
for time immemorial, been appropriated to any religious or parochial 

• Among theic records there is an old church book, on which arc the following remarkable 
charges, and a curious inventory of the plate helonginfij to the church. 

July- I, 1688. Paid for ringing ,on the thankfgiving day for the birth of the 
prince of Wales, ■ . * ^200 

12 Jan. 1689. Paid Hillard (the parilh fexton) for burying' the church plate, 026 
whofe weight and infcriptions are as follows : 

One large iilver flaggon, weighing 77 oz. 5 p. having this infcription : *' November th« 
20th, 1639. The guifte of Mris. Grace Portman to the pariih of Taunton Magdalen, to be 
ufcd at the communion for ever." 

Two filver flaggons guilt, one weighing forty-three ounces, 5 dwt. the other weighing 
44 oz. 10 dwts. having this infcription on each : ** Eccliac parochiali Stoe. Marias Magdalcnac 
de Taunton, ibi natus GuLl. Smy;h, S. T. P. coll; Wadhami, Oxon. nuper guardtanus, in 
facros ejus ufus dona v it." 

Two filver chalice* gilt, one weighing 20 oz. 10 dwts. the other weighing 2P02. 15 dwts. 
having this infcription on each : ** Deo et ecclefix facrum. Robertus Hitl, Londinenfis, olim 
hujus parochial alumnus, dedit hunc calicem pia: memorise ergo." One dated O«5lober 4t]i, 
1630, the other OAober 25, 1639. 

The covers of the chalices have thcfe letters, I HS, on their tops, and weigh, one 8 oz. 
10 dwts. the other 90Z. 

The covers of the three flaggons have thefe letters, I HS, engraven in a glory. 

A filver falver, weighing 18 oz. 2 dwts. with this infcription : *' Chrifto et ecclcfix facra* 
Burgus et villa de Taunton. Patinam hancce publico fumptu obtulerunt hujufce ecclefisQ 
guardiani, in feflo pafcha, anno Domini, 1699.'* 

All thefe pieces of plate have a caftle engraven on them, and the great flaggon hath a 
tfiv/cx dc luge in its bottom, between the. letters G. P. 1639, Mr. Lodce's MS. 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 29 

ufe. The enclofure on the north- weft is ufed by the archdeacon of 
Taunton, when he keeps his courts. 

The other church, dedicated to St. James, though every way inferior 
to St. Mary Magdalen, is neverthelefs a ftrong, plain, ancient building, 
with a good ring of five bells. It is well pewed. Near the top of the 
tower, from whence alfo there is a fine profpedt of the river and 
country, are two niches filled with images, which have been called 
Adam and Eve ; though fome fuppofe that they reprefent St. John 
and St. James ; or perhaps St. Peter and St. Paul, to whom the priory, 
founded long before this church was built, was dedicated. It is con- 
ceived, that it was eredted fometime in the 1 3th century*. 

Of the diflcnting meeting houfes or chapels, in this town, the 
oldeft and largeft is that called, from the ftreet in which it ftands, 
Paul's Meeting.- Its front is extenfive, reaching from north to fouth 
62 feet. In it are three folding doors. This ftrudlure bears fome 
refemblance,.in the form of it, to a Roman capital T. The hori- 
zontal line conftitutcs the body of the building, being, inclufive of 
the walls, 5 1 feet broad ; and from nearly the middle of it projedls 
a wing, almoft behind the pulpit, 36 feet long and 21 feet wide, 
anfwering to the perpendicular ftroke of a T. Before it is an area of 
J 22 feet wide, planted with a row of lime trees. 

The diflenters, who muft, it appears from the fize of this building, 
have been then very numerous, availed themfelves of the refpite they 
enjoyed from an haraffed and perfecuted ftate, by the indulgence of 
Charles II. to raifc this place of worfliip in 1672. The conveyance 
of the plot of ground, on which it ftands, is dated May 10, 1672, 
24 Charles II. and, on a piece of wood towards the ftreet, the figures 
1672 are carved : which circumftances point out the commencement 
of the focietyf-. Amidft the confufion and outrages which were the 
confequences of the duke of Monmouth's feeble and vain efforts, the 
congregation was broken up ; and the feats, ftairs, and galleries, being 
torn up, were converted into a bonfire. Sometime between 1 675 and 
1,677, a propofal was made to turn the building into a workhoufe, 
and a veftry was called for the purpofe. A friend of the diifenters 

• Locke's MS. 

•f On the information of Mr. John Haync Bovet, 

re'com- 
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recommended it to the veftry, to confidcr of their dcfign. Whcu 
it was obferved, that no perfon laid any claim to it, and that in its 
prefent ftate it was of no ufe; he replied, •• A claim may be laid to it 
upon a proper occafion/' This ftopt the proceedings. 

This proper occafion feemed to offer in a few years. Upon king 
James's difpenfation, the diflenters refumed fpirit, and put their chapel 
in order again ; and Mr. Warren and Mr. Hartford were chofen co- 
paftors. Soon after, a perfon of fome note dying, Mr. Hartford pro- 
pofed his being interred in it; as that might effectually prevent the 
building's being turned to another ufe. For he conceived, that more 
reverence would be paid to it as a repofitory of the dead, than from its 
being looked upon as a conventicle of fchifmatics*. Many have been 
fince interred in it, and behind the building lies a fpacious burying- 
ground. 

The next place of worfhip, belonging to the proteftant diflenters, 
is that called the New Meeting, fituated in Tancred-ftreet. The 
'dimenfions of this chapel, which is a neat, plain, and uniform building, 
are, exclufively of the wdls, about 33 feet in front, and 49 feet 8 inches 
in depth. Before it is an area, planted with a row of lime trees, 28 feet 
deep. This ftrudlure, as its name imports, was eredled long fince the 
former, early in the fpring of 1732. It owed its origin to an attempt 
made by the friends of the late Dr. Amory, to fix him as an afliftant 
to Mr. Batfon, their aged minifter ; which was oppofed by him and 
the majority of the people. The freedom with which Mr. Amory 
avowed his fentiments, that greatly deviatedfrom the orthodox ftandard, 
was, oil the fide of Mr. Batfon's friends, a ground of prejudice againft 
him, and with others, who were difpofed to think liberally, a caufe of 
attachment. But in this inftance, as is frequently the cafe, other 
confiderations, if they did not kindle religious zeal, blended their in- 
fluence with it. Mr. Batfon was not willing to relinquifli any part 
of the falary -f*. The feparation, though it arofe, at leaft in part, from 
a trait of charafter we mufl; cenfure, and, as it forms a part of a 
minifl:er's charafter, particularly lament, gave occafion for opening a 
place of worfhip, where a ftrain of preaching, leading to exalted 

• On the information of Mr. Irwin. 

f Biographiafiriunnicai voL I. article Amory. - ' 

fentiments 
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fentiments of the divine benevolence, and devotions addreiTed folely to 
one objeft, the One God and Father of all^ have met with the fupport 
of, though not a large, yet, an harmonious and refpe(5table fociety. 

The third ftrudhire devoted to religion is the chapel of the Bapiiftsp. 
in this town ; which is a large, expenfive, and handfome building, 
creifled in 1721. The dimenfions of it, inclufively of the walls, are 
54 feet by 49 feet. The roof is fupported by two ftrong and curious 
pillars of the Corinthian order. The pulpit and the flair- cafe are 
enriched with elegant carved work. The fronts of the galleries and 
pews are made of Flemifh oak ; which gives to the whole a neat and 
handfome appearance. The feat^ are judicioufly arranged, fo as to 
make the accefs to them perfectly eafy, and to give every hearer a view 
of the preacher. It is remarkable for not having one double pew in 
it ; which at once preferves a beautiful uniformity, and fecures the 
people from the unpleafant and unbecoming fituation, to which double 
pews expofe part of an auditory, that of flaring in each others faces, . 
and fitting with their backs to the preacher. It is alfo exempted 
from the inconveniences of a practice which muft often prove ofFenfivc 
and dangerous ; that of converting the temple of the living God into 
a burying- place: for only one family has been permitted to be interred 
in it. It is furniihed with one large and handfome brafs chandelier, 
and two fmall ones : and, for the communion, there is a complete and 
rich fervice of plate, confifting of two plates for the bread, two flagons 
for the wine, and four cups with feet to ferve it round to the com- 
municants ; the bequeft of Mr. Samuel Noble, attorney at law, in 
1745 ; with a pair of candleflicks, with fnufFers and difli, the legacy 
of his mother, Mrs. Jane Noble, in 1777. ^^^ok this edifice is an 
area, 9 feet wide; and behind it a commodious burying-ground. 

This building was raifed by the generous and fole exertions of the 
fociety, nearly On the fpot where the old meeting-houfe flood. A 
fociety of baptifls exifled, in this town, fo far back as the year 1 646. 
Some peculiar fentiments and pradlices, with refpedl to the inflitution 
of baptifm, as the name denotes, diflinguifh this congregation from 
other proteflant difTenters. They apprehend that what is called 
infant- baptifm has no foundation in the NewTeflament; becaufe there 
•docs not occur there any precept enjoining it, nor any example of the 

pradice^ 
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pradlice, to give it a fandion ; confequently that it is no inftitution of 
Ch;ift. It is alfo their opinion, that had the word l3a7rl»^«, expreffing 
the initiatory ordinance of the chriftian religion, been tranflated, it 
muft have been rendered to dip, or immerfe: they, therefore, in the ad- 
niiniftration of this ordinance, lay the whole body under water and raife 
it up again. In other points, this denomination of chriflians formerly 
agreed with other proteftant diflenters, particularly in adopting the 
gloomy fyftem of Calvinifm, and the abfurd notions of the trinitarian 
fcheme. Though there were, originally, in this town, a body of 
them, who difcarded the fentiments of Calvin, concerning the power 
of human wiU, and were called Free-willers ; who, being reduced to a 
few men and women, were united to the other focicty of baptifts, in 
1722. This fociety, fince that time, has affumed a liberal caft : as 
knowledge and free enquiry have advanced, they have adopted fenti- 
iiients more confonant to the benevolence, and more confiftent with 
the unity of the Divine. Being, than were the dod:rinal principles on 
which they were firft formed into a church. Enlarged principles 
form their creed : on the unitarian plan of devotion, in which all 
prayers are addrefled to One God and Father of all^ in the name of 
Jefus Chrift, is their worfliip conduced : and their communion is 
open to chriftian s who differ from them on the queftions concerning 
the mode and fubjeds of baptifm. 

Another place of worfliip, in this town, belongs to the Quakers ; 
fituated towards the weft end of Hunt*s-court. Its dimenfions are 
54 feet by 27 feet. The ground was the gift of Mr. Robert Button, 
and the building was eredted in 1 693. With the galleries it will hold 
a great number of people, and is kept, according to the plealing tafte 
of that refpedlable body of chriftians, very^ clean and neat;^ but does 
* not feem to have been fubftantially built. 

The only ftrufture,. devoted to religion, which remains to be 
noticed, is the Odtagon Chapel, built in 1 778, fituated in Middle- 
ilreet, St, James's, and is under the direction of the Rev. John 
Wefley. It is a neat building, 40 feet in diameter, conveniently 
pewed. Twelve handfome windows, fix of which are circular, 
render it light and chearful. It is furnifhed with a curious time- 
piece, and accommodated with a good veftry-room. Before it is 

a fpacious 
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a fpacious court, enclofed towards the ftrect with a large iron gate 
and palifades. 

The fecond clafs of pubhc buildings, viz. thofe which have been 
eredtcd for thepurpofes of charity, arc the Free- School, Alms- lioufes, 
the Parifh Work-Houfes, and the Hofpital. 

The firft place, in our review of the ftrudtures eredted by private 
munificence to the public utiHty, muftbe given to the Free-Grammar- 
School ; both on account of the antiquity and the obje<5t of it, as it is 
confecrated to literature. It is a large and ftrong building, and ad- 
joining to it is a houfe for the mafter. It was founded by Richard 
F"ox, bifliop of Winchefter, as appears by an authentic regifter, kept 
in Corpus Chrifti College, Oxford. Above the entrance are the arms 
of that bifhop, viz. Azure ; a pelican with wings difclofed, vulned, 
and feeding her young : and the arms of Hugh Oldham, bifhop of 
Exeter; Sable ; a chevron, or, between three owls, proper ; and in a 
chief, argent, three rofes, gules. 

This fchool was endowed by William Walbee, who, in his laft 
will, dated July 1553, and proved in the prerogative court, Feb. i, 
1 554, gave four hundred marks to be laid out in lands. By a deed 
dated June 1 2, in the fame year, William Pool, of Colyford,efq; granted 
all thofe mefTuages, cottages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
commonly called Coffins, Hays, and Caflle, in the parifh of Hawk- 
church, in the county of Dorfet, to Sir John Portman, knight, lord 
chief juflice of England, Henry Portman, efq; Thomas White, clerk, 
L.L.D. (who was elefted Sept. 11, 1553, and refigncd 1573,) war- 
den of New College, in Oxford ; Robert Marwent, S. T. P. clerk, 
prefident* of Corpus Chrifli College, in Oxford ; Edward Fryar, 
Henry Bayley, William Hill, and RobertHill, of Taunton, gentlemen, 
as truflecs in trufl, to the fole ufe of a fchool- mafler, living within the 
free-fchool of Taunton, to be named by the warden of New College, 
in Oxford, and his fuccefTors, for ever'f-. 

Of the alms-houf js, in Taunton, only two of them are, at prefent, 
endowed. Of thefe the largefl is that founded by Robert Gray, efq; 

♦ He was the fecond prefident, fworn Nov. 26, 1537, died Aug. 25. 1558, and was buried 
ni the college chapel, near John Claymond, his prcdcccflbr. Locke's MS. 
t Locke's MS. 

F and 
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and fituated at Eaft-gate, It is in length 1 30 feet, having, bcfides the 
chapel and fchool-room, feventeen feparate apartments, with a fmall 
garden belonging to each. On the front of this houfe are two coats 
of arms; one of the founder, viz. Barry of fix pieces, argent and azure; 
on a bend, gules, three annulets, or. The other of the merchant- 
taylor's company, in London, of which he was a member. 

The following infcription, on a ftone in the front of the building, 
records the commencement of this charitable inftitution, and the 
general defign of the founder. 

" Laus Deo. This charitable work is founded by Robert Graye, 
** of the cittie of London, efquier, borne in this towne, in the houfe 
** adjoyning hereunto, who in his life time doth ered: it for tenn 
** poore, aged lyngle women ; and for their competent livelihood, and 
** daylie prayers in the fame, * provided fufficient maintenance for the 
<* fame. 1635/* 

The nature of this maintenance, and the extent to which the 
charity was afterv^-ards carried, are reprefented on a tablet fct up in 
the church in the year 1751 . It relates, that Robert Gray, of Lon- 
don, merchant, gave to the parifh of Taunton St. Mary Magdalen, 
an alms-houfe for fix poor men and a reader, and ten poor women, 
with an houfe, orchard, and garden adjoining to the faid alms-houfe : 
and alfo 2000I. to be laid gut in land fee-fimplc, the profits thereof 
to be paid to the poor perfons by 8s. to each pcrfon the firft monday 
monthly, and a gown every three years ; and alfo enjoined the faid 
reader* to teach ten poor children to read and write. 

Mr. Grav, in his own life-time, b^-fidcs having purchafjd the 
ground for his alms-houfe, and ereded the chapel and the apartments 
for the women and the reader, had alfo named his truftces ; but as he 
died before his will was perfected and executors appointed, the heir 
at law took to his eftate : this led Mr. Robert Moggridge, at that 
time mayor of Taunton, to make an application to chancery, to have 
that part of Mr. Gray's will, which related to the finifhing and 
endowment of his alms-houfe, in this town, carried into full effect. 
Accordingly (as the merchant- taylors company, to whom Mr. Gray 

* Who, In the decree of chancery, is filled chaplain or fchoolmafter. 

left 
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left the government of his inftitution, on account of the diftancc, 
and becaufe no emolument was to be allowed for the trouble of 
the direction, declined the truft) this alms-houfe was fettled, by the 
authority of Edward, lord Lyttelton, and by a decree of chancery, 
on perfons reliding in Taunton, in truft, to the ufes of the will. To 
them was paid the 2000I. for the purpofe of purchafing lands ; the 
neat rent of which, and, in the mean time, the intereft of the monies, 
were wholly to be appHed to the fupport of the foundation. The 
number of truftees is twenty ; who, from the produce of the monies, 
partly laid out on lands, and partly inverted on government and other 
fecuritics, fulfil the will of the donor as far as relates to the fupport 
of the houfe, the payment of the penfions, and teaching the children 
to read. When by death the number of truftees is reduced to eight, 
thofe eight furviving truftees are empowered and enjoined to eledl 
twelve others*. 

In 1735, a charitable commiflion, which was obtained for making 
enquiries into the management of this and other charities, in the 
county of Somerfet, brought on, againft Mr. Gray's truftees, afuit in 
chancery, which expended 200I. of their fund. The lofs that the 
original ftock thus incurred, was, to a great degree, made good by the 
gcncrofity of Mr. John Noble, merchant, at Briftol, and Mr. John 
Coles, fuller, both natives of Taunton, and the laft a refident in it : 
the former of whom endowed this charitable inftitution with looL 
the other with 50I. 

• The above particulars were communicated by Mr. John Way, from a copy of the decree 
of chancery. Mr. Gray, it appears from a copy of his will, in Mr. Way's pofleflion, left 
200I. to the town of Beverley, in Yorkfhire, upon condition to pay to the town of Holden, in 
the fame county, 61. yearly, for ever, to the relief of the poor of the fame town, payable yearly 
at the fair holden in that town ; and that the town of Beverley (hould give fecurity to the town 
of Holdeii, for the performance of the yearly payments of the 61. for ever. He alfo bequeathed 
to the right worihipful the company of merchant-taylors, in London, loool. that they fhould 
for ever pay to 12 poor alms- women, living in the alms-houfe newly eredled in or near Eaft- 
Smithfield, in London, 8s, a-piece monthly, the firft monday of every month ; and Ihould 
alfo give every third year, to every of thefe alms women, a good cloth gown, at the price of 
9s. per yard at leaft ; the fame cloth to be of good fad new colour, with a cognizance of filver 
of his arms as they then had. Among other legacies, Mr. Gray left to the merchant-taylors 
company, for a dinner on the day of his funeral, 40I. to his parilhioners 200I. for a dinner, for 
them and their wives, on the day of his funeral ; to his worlcfolks, viz. the calenders and cot- 
toners, 60I. for a dinner on the day of his funeral, for them and their wives ; and to his other 
workmen 13I. 6s. 8d. 

F2 The 
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The other alms- houfe, which has a fund for its fupport, is fituated 
on the north fide of Hammet-ftreet, and derives its name from its 
founder, Richard Huiih, efq; who was of the flimily of the Huilhes 
of Doniford, in the county of Somerfet, and Sand, in the parifli of 
Sidbury, in the county of Devon. It is a large, good houfe. The 
front of it is about 95 feet in length, and has on it the following coat 
of arms, viz. Quarterly ; firft and fourth, argent ; on a bend, fable, 
three fifhes of the field: fecond and third, argent; afcfs lozengy, fable. 
The crefl: is an elephant's head argent, armed and crowned with a 
ducal coronet, or. 

The building is laid out into a chapel and thirteen feparate rooms, 
for thirteen poor, needy, maimed, impotent, or aged men, who have 
been of honeft fame and good report, efpecially true working or 
labouring people, who have been brought up in fome manual occu- 
pation, hufbandry, or daily labour. One of the mofi: difcrect of this 
number, who can write and read Englilh, it is appointed by the will, 
fliall be prefident or reader ; and to him is afligncd the upper chamber 
next to tlie fi:udy, a room appropriated for keeping the rccoyds, ac- 
compts, and other matters concerning the hofpital. The penfion of 
the prefident 3s. 4s. and that of each of the other twelve 2s. 8d. per 
week, to be paid by a trcafurer, w:ho is appointed to receive 103I. 
per annum, a ground-rent charged on houfes in Black- Friars, London. 
The furplus of this ground-rent, and the income of the large houfe 
adjoining to the alms-hotifc, arc afligncd to the repairs of the building 
and the purchafe of cloth, to be made up into gowns or coats : that 
for the prefident to be made of three yards of broad lion tiwny cloth, 
of London meafure, at 8s. per yard, lined with black cotton or other 
light fl:ufi^, at the price in the whole of 5s. for the fiid lining; and the 
gowns of the other twelve to be majie of the fmie cloth, at 6s. 8d. per 
yard, lined as aforcf lid. ^ 

The diredlion of this infliitution is invefl:cd in twenty- two governors*, 
who mufl be gentlemen refident in Taunton, or within twelve miles 

of 

• The firft governors, appointed by Mr. Huifh'swill, were Sir Henry Portman, of Orchard, 
bart. Sir George Speke, of Whitelackington, knt. Sir Nicholas Halfwell, of .Halfwcll, knt. 
John Poulctt, of George-Hinton, efq; John Mallet, of Enmore, efq; Edward Rogers, of 
vannington, efq; Sir Bartholomew Michel, knt. Sir George Farewell, of HiU-Bifhops, knt. 

John 
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of it. When that number is reduced, by death, to fixteen, the fur- 
vivors, it is appointed, fhall ele6t others in their room. The power 
of electing pcrfons into the houfe, and of difcharging them from it, 
licth with any nine governors, adting with the advice of the vicar. 
The will of the donor diredts, that the minifter (hall, on the firft 
funday in every quarter, examine, in the church, the feveral perfons 
admitted,, with regard to their progrefs in the divine life ; in order, 
with the concurrence of eight governors, to expel the profane and 
unteachable. For which office he is to receive 6s. 8d. and the clerk 
I s. per quarter. 

The like examination is alfo required previoufly to the admiflion of 
any peniioncr, who is at the fame time openly to promife obedience 
to the prefident. The eledlion of poor men is limited, befides the 
qualifications before ftated, to fuch as are unmarried, of full threefcore 
years of age, incapable of procuring a livelihood by any trade or 
labour, not havin^a certainty of 50s. per year, having lived full feven 
years in either of the pariflies of St. Mary Magdalen Or St. Jame5, 
Taunton ; free from any infedlious difcafe, leprofy, venereal diftemper, 
or lunacy; and who have not- been convifted of any notorious crime. 
And if at any time there (hould not be found, in thofe pariflies, per- 
fons ftridly qualified according to thcfe limitations, then the eledtion 
to be made out of the neighbouring pariflies of Kingilon, Trull, 
Wilton, Staplcgrove, and Hill-Bifliops, of poor old men fo qualified. 
In any cafe, a preference, it is enjoined, fliould be given to any of the 

John Fraunccis, of Combflory, cfq; Richard Warr, ofHcftercombc, cfq; Thomas Warr, of 
Taunton, elq ; John Sininis, ot Poundisford, cfq; John Coles, of Barton, eiq; Alexander Brett, 
of Taunton, cfci; Humphrey Windomc, of Wivelilcomb, efq; Thomas Brercrton, ol Yard, cfq; 
George Doddingtcn, of Doddington, ^fq; Robert Cuffc, of Creech> efq; James Clarke, of 
Nortcn-Fitzv\arrcn,efq; Rowland Hui(h, of Sand, Devon, cfq; Robert Hill, ofHolway-Lanc, 
near Taunton, gent, and Roger Prowfe, of Taunton, gent. The will direded, that nearly as 
could be the number of fixteen governors (hould be always kept up, to be cholen for ever out 
pf the families, or of the heirs of the preceding gentlemen, being thirty years old at lead; 
or in default of any of thefe houfes, then the choice to be made of if me gcniK men's houfes* 
within ten miles ot Taunton, not being any of the de\irecs for the time being. If any doubt 
or queftion (hould arife, upon any claufe or article of the will, the determination on it is left 
with the majority of the governors, or at lead eight of them ; or, if they cannot arrce, witH 
the vicar or chief mini(Ver of St. Mary Magdalen, Taunton ; or, in default of his dt termina- 
tion, with the bi(hop of Bath and Wells, whofc decifion (hould be binding ; or, if he dcclinct 
giving his opinion, the appeal is to be made x.% the lord chancellor. 

kindred. 
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kindred of the donor, bom within the counties of Somcrfet and Devon, 
and fallen into want. The election is to be made openly in the 
church of St. Mary Magdalen, by at leaft nine governors, with the 
vicar ; to be figned by all ; regiftercd by the prciident ; and a copy 
of this regifter, fpecifying, from time to time, the names, ages, 
elections, removals, and deaths, of the penfioners, to be given to the 
conftables, and two of the chief officers of the town, and to the vicar, 
to be depofited with the records of the town and parifh. The regu- 
lations of the donor's will, with refpecfl to the government of his 
hofpital, are ftridl ; forbidding the penfioners, under the penalty of 
an expulfion, to harbour or lodge, in their apartment, any woman, 
child, or other perfon whatever ; to carry on any noifome or ofFenfive 
trade, or vidlualling or felling of beer; or to play at cards, dice, or any 
unlawful game ; or to haunt any alehoufe or fufpedted place : and 
enjoining on them a peaceable, forbearing deportment towards one 
another ; requiring an attendance, in their livery gowns, at common 
prayers and fermons, if there be any, morning and evening, every 
funday, wednefday, and friday, and holidays, at St. Mary Magdalen, 
fitting and kneeling in fome place, appointed by the churchwardens, 
near the donor's grave, under the penalty of forfeiting, in default of 
fuch attendance, unlefs through ficknefs or juft caufe to be allowed 
by the vicar, 6d. out of his weekly wages for every offence, to be paid 
to the clerk of the parifh ; and enadlirig, on the days when they are 
not bt)und to attend at the church of St. Mary Magdalen, prayers in 
the hofpital, with the reading of two chapters in the bible by the 
prefident, at a convenient time, every morning and evening. 

Mr. Huifli, before the date of his will, Jan. 30, 1 6 1 5, had began to 
build and had finifhed his alms-houfe : by this deed he appointed the 
governors, eflablifhed the rules, and provided for the fupport of his 
charitable inflitution. Soofi after this he died. His benevolent de- 
fign, however, took efFe<ft, and continued in force till the dreadful fire, 
which laid wafle the metropolis in the year 1 666, deflroyed the pre- 
mifes on which the income of the hofpital was raifed ; and no profit 
accrued for the fupport of the charity. In the year 1672, an inqui- 
fition into the ftate of it was taken, at Clifford's Inn, on Dec. 1 1. 
The fituation, boundaries, and abuttals of the premifes wereafcertained, 

and 
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-and were again vefted, by a decree of chancery, in trufte'es, according 
to the dired:ion of the will. In little more than fixty years the in- 
ilitution was again fufFered to run into decay. The perfon, to whom 
the lands belonging to it were leafed, was permitted to negledt the 
premifes and the payment of the rents, fo that the number of the pen- 
fioners was reduced to three, and their pay leflened from 2S. 8d. to 
2$. 6d. per week ; -befides that the parifh of St. Mary Magdalen had 
expended Sol. and St. James, 40I. in fupport of the hofpital. This 
fituation of the charity being difcovered by a charitable commiflion 
in 1735, a decree of chancery, dated June i, that year, appointed that 
the number of the governors fhould be filled up, inclufive of five per- 
fons refiding in or near London, and the original endowment re- 
eftablifhed ; and empowered the governors to allow their agent, in 
London, inftead of 40s. yearly appointed for his trouble by Mr.Huifh's 
will, I s. out of every 20s. clear money he fliould pay unto them*. 

Oppofite the weft end of St. Mary Magdalen, there very lately 
ftood another alms-houfe, confiftijig of eighteen feparate rooms. It 
was founded by Dorothy Henley, in 1637; but has, for many years 
at leaft, been deftitute of any funds, either for the maintenance of its 
inhabitants or the repairs of the building. It is fuppofed to have been 
originally endowed ; and, on the teftimony of fome very aged per- 
fons, it is faid, that two eftates, one in Biihops Hull, and the other in 
Afh Priors, called late Henley's, were fettled on it. There was lately 
a woman, upwards of eighty, who, when a child about twelve years of 
age, was a conftant attendant upon an old man, her great-uncle, named 
John Matthews, and a refident in the houfe, that remembered having 
herfelf received, with other inhabitants of it, is. 6d. each, every 

• Befides the endowment of this hofpital, Mr. Huifh left, from his eftates in Black-Friars, 
lool. yearly towards the maintenance of five of the name of Huifli, ncarefl in blood ; in de- 
fault of fuch, then thofe of his name and kindred ; in default of thefe, then thofe of his kio- 
dred ; and in default of fuch alfo, then again others born in the county of Somerfet, who had 
learnt their grammar ; to be fcholars at one of the univerfities of Oxford or Cambridge ; to 
each 20I. to be ftudents there ; provided that they proceed within two years to the ftudy of 
divinity, and to be enjoyed till they became bachelors in divinity, or fellows of honfes, fo 
that the benefit of the houfe (hould be treble to his exhibition ; or fhould marry, or be promoted 
to a benefice. 

The above particulars, concerning Mr.Hui/h's foundation and will, are taken from Mr. 
Locke's MS. and from copies of the will and of the decree in chancery, communicated by 
Mr. John Badcock. 

faturday 
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faturday morning, paid by a perfon who ufually wore a gold -laced 
waiftcoat. The arms on the front*, though much defaced, were the 
fame with thofe on the two farm houfes-f . But the infcription on 
a ftone adjoining to the arms gave no countenance to the fuppofition 
of its having been originally endowed, whatever benefadtions fome 
benevolent perfons may, at any time, have beftowed on the refidents 
'in it. Time had for many years rendered this infcription illegible ; 
but from a record of a copy of it, taken on May 7, 1 694, by Mr. 
Samuel Dell, we are enabled to give it to the public. It ran thus : 
** Mrs. Dorothy Henley, of this town, widow, did, in her life-time, 
** at her own proper coft and charges, ercd: and build thefe 1 8 alms- 
** houfes, to remain in perpetuity, to and for the ufe of fuch poor 
'^ people of the borough and parilh of Taunton Magdalen, as fhall be 
*^ placed in the fame, from time to time, for ever hereafter, by Robert 
*' Henley, efq; and his heirs. Anno Domini^ 1 649;};." 

The apartments for a number of years had been occupied by pau- 
pers, placed in them by the overfeers of the parifh. The buildings, 
through the want of a fund appropriated to their repair, were in a 
ruinous fcate; and, through the naftinefs and number of its inhabitants, 
the houfe was become a public nuifance ; peculiarly ofFenlive from its 
fituation near the center of the town, and in the great path to the 
church. It had therefore, years before, been in contemplation to pull 
down this houfe, but without cffed:, till in Auguft, 1787. When it 
appeared, at a public veftry, on an eftimate delivered in on the oaths 
of two builders, that the necclHiry repairs would require lool. On 
the credit of the vote of the veftry engaging to pay him that fum, Sir 
Benjamin Hammet, the reprefentative of the town, purchafed and 
fitted up, at his own cxpence, for the ufe of the parifh, in the room 
of Henley's alms-houfe, more commodious tenements, to receive a 

*t There are no records of the Henley family in this houfe : but there is an infcription on 
a fiat Hone near the font, in St. Marv Magdalen's church, of which the following is a copy 
'* Under this ilonc lyeth entombed the body of John Henley, gent, and citizen of London- 
whofe (grandfather lutFcrcd for religion in queen Mary's days, and he hatJi left behind him 
Mrs. Eliz. Henley, his lecond wife : deceafcd 6th of Augull, Ann. Dom. 1622." Locke's MS. 

f Locke's MS. 

t Communicated by Mr. John Way, from an account of the charities belonging to the 
poor of Taunton, copied from an ancient regiUer, marked on the back Taunton St. Mary 
Magdalene, 1671." 

greater 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 41 

greater number of poor, in Holway-lane, Eaft-ftreech, on a fpot more 
healthy and more remote from public view, to bear the name of 
" Henley's alms-houfe." 

There is another alms-houfe, eaftward of that founded by Mr. Gray, 
coniifting of fourteen feparate rooms. This is not at prefcnt endowed: 
and it is uncertain by whom it was originally founded. If a tradition 
preferved among fome old people merit credit, it was the gift of Mrs. 
Grace Portman, of Orchard Portman; who left an eftate in Cornwall 
to fupport it. In the civil wars of Charles I. as it adjoined to Eail- 
gate, it fuffcrcd much ; and great part of it was burnt by lord Goring. 
It was afterwards rebuilt by one Pope, from whom it was called Pope's 
alms-houfc*. 

In Littlc-Magdiilen-lane there is a range of fmall tenements, of 
which no more is known, than what is found in an ancient parifhbook. 
On the firftpage of which is the following order ; viz. It was ordered 
by an adt of veftry, held in the parifli church of Taunton St. Mary 
Magdalen, on Eafter-monday, 1671, that a lift of the public charities, 
given to the poor of Taunton, be entered into a book, to be kept for 
the purpofe in the parifh cheft, amongft the records of the parilh : in 
which book is a memorandum, ** That feventeen houfcs in Little- 
** Magdalen-lane, and two in Saint Paul's-ftreet, have been ftanding 
** time out of mind, and have been conftantly repaired by the feoffees 
*' of the town lands, and that the conftables of the borough have 
*' always had the placing and difplacing the poor there-j-." 

Amongft the ftruilures devoted to the relief and accommodation of 
the indigent muft be reckoned the two work-houfes ; one near St. 
Mary Magdalen's church, built at the expence of the parifli ; the 
other in Eaft-ftreech, part of which is very ancient, and in which a 
large number of poor are fupportedij;. 

The 

♦ Locke's MS. fU. 

I From an old book kept in this houfe are copied the following receipts, with a view to 
promote an enquiry into the prcfent (late of thoi'e clurities. They arc all d;itcd the fame 
year. 

1667. Received of Mr. William Bacon, the fum of 4I. i is. which was a Icfiacy r^ivrnby 
Elq; Grabham, dcceafcd, for the ufe of the parifh of St. James, and is dillributcd according 
to his will. In 1678 this intereft was increafod to five pounds per annum. 

Received of Mr. Thomas Godfall, the fum of twenty (hillings, given by will to the poor of 
the parifh of St. James, by Mr. Florence Stone, deceai'ed^ and is difliibuted according to the 
fame. 

G Received 
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The laft edifice, which has charity for its objedl, is the hofpital, 
which is the moft capital of its kind in the county of Somerfet, It 
ftands on a delightful eminence, at a proper diftancefrom the town, 
in the midft of a large plot of garden ground ; and is open, on every 
fide, to the healthy air of the furrounding country. It is a fquare 
building, extending 90 feet on a fide, and having femi^circular en- 
trances, that lead to a fuit of rooms, and meet in a circular, open court, 
in the center, 1 3 feet in diameter. The ground floor is divided into 
various apartments, common to any houfe, or peculiarly neceflary for 
an infirmary. The fccond and third ftories confift of wards fot the 
patients, and of other rooms and chambers, which the nature of the 
building requires; fo as to form, on the whole, a large and very com- 
modious hofpital J and contrived to admit, through every part, a free 
circulation of frefli air. 

The foundation corner- ftone of this building was laid bv4ord North, 
attended by feveral noblemen, and a numerous company of the gentry 
and clergy of the neighbourhood, and of the refpedtable inhabitants of 
the town, on Michaelmas- day, 1772. The following graven infcrip- 
tion was laid in the ftone : 

'* On the day of the feaft of Saint Michael and all angels, in the 
'* year of our Lord Chrift, MDCCLXXII, this ftone was laid, the 
** chief corner- ftone of a general hofpital, for the relief of the fick 
•* poor. The Lord giveth medicine to heal their ficknefs. Stowey 
** and Jones, architects. *' 

With joy and the ditFufive glow of benevolence was the foundation- 
ftone laid. With great and pleafing expectation was the ftrudlure feen 
to rife. And in the year 1774 was the building covered in. Here 
the pen muft ftop ; it can carry the hiltory of the noble inftitution^ 
to which the ftrudlure was deftined, no further. It wifties to record 

Received of Widow Hooper, two pounds and ten fhillings, being a gift to the poor of the 
parifli of St. James, by Mr. Warman> dcceafed, and is ditpofed ofaccording to the intent of 
his will. 

Keceired of Sir William Portman, knt. and bart. his yearly gift of two pounds and five 
ifaHlings. 

Received of Sir John Warr^ knt. his yearly gift to the poor, one pound. 

Received of Mr. Farewell, his yearly gift to the poor, 8 (hillings. 

Received of John Slape, gent. 5I. 15s. for the interefl of one hundred pponds, given by 
Mr, Clark, deceafed, towards the relief of the poor. 

Received the rem of the pariih meadow^ il. lol. Locke's MS. 

that 
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that Its apartments were finiflied, and that its doors were opened to 
afford relief to pain and ficknefs. But for many years has it now 
flood a monument of what the humanity of the county once felt : of 
what its charity once planned. Some fatal incident has blafled the 
hopes of the afflidled. It was formed, perhaps, on too large a fcale ; 
the expences of which have exhaufted even the liberal refources and 
adtive fpirit, with which the undertaking commenced : the cofl and 
time beflowed in rearing fo large a building, protrading the operation 
of the defign, in the adual relief of the afflidted, has permitted the 
ardor of fome to cool ; and the undue proportion of expence, which 
has been fuffered to fall on a few gentlemen, may have damped the 
zeal of its moft active friends, and changed it into difgufl. In a courfc 
of years, many, who firfl entered into the defign with warmth and 
generofity, have died ; but as many of its firfl patrons flill furvive, 
benevolence would hope that it is not too late to corredl pafl errors. 
The greatefl part of tne expence has been already incurred and dif- 
chargcd. No great exertions are neceffary to do juflice to thofe who • 
have borne too unequal a fhare therein, to cancel the remaining debt, 
and to open one ward at leafl for the reception of patients. Every 
year's negled now tends to throw into a flate of ruin an edifice, which 
was eredled for the fervice of humanity. It is too elevated not to 
attraft notice : but while it draws on it the eye of every traveller, its 
fituation fpeaks a language which impeaches the wifdom, juflice, and 
humanity of the county. The reflection, though general, will not 
lie fo large, but every traveller, who has learned the names of the 
gentlemen in the county, will apply it to each individual*. 

But 

* As there are many charitable donations, not connected with the buildings abore defcribed, 
it may be proper to exhibit a diflinA detail of them here. 

The mofl ancient of thefe is that of Simon Saunders, of Taunton, gent, who, by hit 
laft will, bearing date April 21, in the 33d year of queen Elizabeth, and in the year of our 
Lord 1 591, left " one hundred pounds, to be employed in fuch fort, that the yearly profit 
arifing from the fame (hould be annually laid out in woollen cloth, and the fame be dif- 
pofed and delivered to certain poor inhabitants of the borough of Taunton Magdalene, for 
the time being, upon the 17th day of November, for ever." After his dcceafe, his brother, 
Mr. Chriftopher Saunders, with Sol. of this fum, purchafed of John Towfe, of Stockland, 
gent, a burgage, mcfluage, or tenement, with all its appurtenances, in the boroup^h of 
Taunton, bounded on the north by the land of Sir Hugh Portman, on the fouth by the 
Shambles, on the well by the Guildhall of the borough, ani on the eaft by-a liitlc ftrcet, called 

G a Shamble-^ 
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But the writer will perhaps be thought to have forgotten his tafk ; 
which is not .to declaim, but narrate. The object is important, and 
juftifies his feelings : this muft be his apology. He will now return 
to, and profecute his account of, the public buildings in Taunton. 

The next clafs includes thofe which are employed for the purpofes of 
juftice and civil government. The principal of thefe, both for mag- 
nitude and ufe, is the Aflize-Hall, which forms part of the caftle, 
adjoining the town, though fituated in the parilh of Bilhops Hull. 

The original foundation of this ancient caftle, as has been faid 
before, was laid by king Ina. The prefent owes its eredlion and 

repairs 

Shamble-Ianc, which extended from the Cornhill (now called the Parade) to the fouth fide of 
Fore-ftreet. He afterwards beftowcd the fum of 33I. in redemption of one leafe of the faid 
premifcs, and in converting them into and building three ranks of ihambles, which came to 
be called " The New Shambles," and made twelve Handings for butchers, containing in 
length 3o| feet, and in breadth 30 feet. P'urther toeffcft the good purpofes of his brother's 
will, this Mr. Chriftopher Saunders, by a deed dated Dec. 30, in the 41 ll year of queen 
Elizabeth, and in the year of ChriH 1599, conveyed thofe ranks of fhambles into the hands 
of feven truftees ; that the yearly neat produce, after the dedudlion of ordinal^ repairs, and 
6s. 8d. fhould be applied to the purchafe of woollen cloth, to be male into waiftcoats and 
ftockings, and to be dillributed yearly on the 17th of November, or within three days before 
and after, to the poor people of the borough of Taunton. The fame <^^cd empowered and 
directed the furviving truftees, when any four \.ere dead, to nominate and eled fcven other 
pcrfons, " of the befl or better fort of the inhp.bitants of the I orough of Taunton Mag- 
dalen," to be fubftituted in the place of the f;)rmcr truilecs. The 6s. 8 J. mentioned to be 
deducled from the yearly rent of thefe invelled ihambles, wat. dircftc-d to be applied to dif- 
charge any expences a feoffee might incur, by the purclir.fe and diflribuiion of the woollen 
cloth. The deed likewife allowed and appointed a dcdudion of 20s. and of that fum only, 
for the expences of a new feoffment*. 

The a<5l 'of parliament for eroding a markct-houfj, and holding a mnrkct, pafRd in 1769, 
empowered the truftees under that a6l to purchafe all the interell, kc. in the Innds and erections 
on the ground, where the market- houfe was to he built. In |'.i: :iia*:ce of fuch pcvcrs, the 
fame truftees bought of the furviving truftets of S.iundcrs' clmrity th: fiiiu three jur.kr, of 
fliambles. Sec. for 30I. For many years they had been unoccupitd, biCiiufe an \lc:. prevailed 
that pcrfons could purchafe provifions much che.iper at the outv'rand moveiblc ftandings, than 
at thofe of Saunders* charity ; and confcqucntly little or no advantage accrued from themf . 

Though SaunJcrs* benefadion is the tarlicft donation now on record, yet it appears that 
various hou'Vs and lands muft have been devifo'd before that period: and, after a grcMtfic'.^nefs 
called the Plagu:^, different houfes and lands having lain unoccupied, (omc gentlemen of the 
town had feized them for a future heir : after they had been kept a long time, with this 
view, no claimant appearing, the neat rents were applied to the rcliefof the poor. At length, 
June 9, 1610, a bill in chancery was preferred, by Mr. Thomas Fiflier and others, of Taun- 
ton, againft Alexander Hill, the treafurer, to accouiu for the rents and profits. It ftattd. that 
divers meffuages, lands, and tenements, fituated in Taunton St. Mary Magdalen and St. 



*• From t'.c truA-d«J rf April ?, 1735, communicated by Mr. Nobl:. 
f- Oa the iafoim.uicjnol M.. Norrij. 
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repairs to different bifhops of Winchefter. The accefs to it is 
through an open court, where the dciad in time of war were buried, 
called Caftle-green, which at prefent lies in common.: It was formerly 
- enclofed with gates : that on the weft was deftroyed fome years ago •: 
but that on the eaft, called the Porter's Lodge, is now ftanding ; and, 
although great part is in ruins, yet the arches are very ftrong, and the 
grooves, in which the port-cuUis was let down, are quite perfect. Part 
of the fouth wall has been lately taken down, to open a paflage to the 
free-fchool. 

In Caftle-green, adjoining to the lodge, is a dwelling houfe, in the 
front of which is a ftone, with a coat of arms, and a mitre over it. The 

arms 

James, in the county of Somcrfct, and in the pari(hcs of St. Mary Ottery and Upottery, in 
the county of Devon, had then been, time out of mind, called Town Lands, and belonged 
to the town of Taunton, by virtue of feoffments made of thofe lands to certain perfons called 
feoffees, who applied the profits to the ufes of the borough only. Some neighbouring gen- 
tlemen oUj'din^ hereto were defirous of becoming feoffees ; but were refufed by the townfmen, 
who relolvcd not to permit any others to be joined with them. After a full hearing it was 
decreed, Oft. 24, 1611, that the former feoffments fhould be called in, and that a new feoff- 
ment fliould ho mide before Chriflmas-day then next following*. 

"^j'he new feoflment invcfted thcfe lands in (ix gentlemen living out of the town, and in 
iixteen townfmen ; and empowered each clafs to fill up, by their own nomination, any 
vacancies in either occafioned by death. It diredled that, e<very year, when the account of 
the iffucs and profits of the lands belon<»ing to the town fhould be given in, the gentlemen 
feoffees fhould have fourteen days warning thereof, that they might be prefent at the taking 
of the account, if they would. 

And as no particular ufcs, inmany of the deeds thereof, did appear; and the court did not 
allow that any of the profits of the faid lands fliould be employed to maintain paftimcs, feafting 
of gentlemen, or la^-cauler,, neither for any other employment, to eafe the townfmen's 
purics, nor to dil'ch.irge tlicm from contributions to the poor, nor to give relief to maimed 
foIcli?rs, who are to be provided for by the flatutc ; but that all the ifTues and profits of the 
faid lands fliould he employed to the ufe of the poor of the faid town : 

The decree therefore ordered, tliat three parts rf all the yearly ijfues , fines , and profits of the 
faid lands fl:ould he ^wholly employed to the poor of the toivn and borough of Taunton ^ and that 
the fame Jhould he dividtd and difiributed by the conftables of the tonvn, for the time being, 
they gi^jing yearly an account thereof to the feoffees ; and that a fourth part of the iffues, fines, 
and profits of the faid lands ftjould be employed to other good and charitable ufes, as poor maids 
marriages y lending it to poor tradefmen upon fecurity for the payment thereof again, and fuch like ^ 
as the feoffees fl?outd think fit ; and no other, unlefs it be for the defence of the title of the iaid 
lanJs, or any other fuit uhich might hereafter arife upon the negleft of this order and decree : 
and 30I. per annum is decreed to be paid for ever to the preacher, by the purchafers oft he 
redoryt, in reference of a farm that had been lately purchafed of the redlory of St. Mary 

* Locke's MS. 

*|- From an KC'unt of the chnritics ^rlmging to the poor of Ti»unton ; in an tncient book in the cui^ody of 
Mr. Wm. Browne, on- of" the cliurchw irjf ns of Tao Uon St. Mary Magdilen, marked on th« back fide, 
«« TiUMLon S:. Mary M-^dakn, 1671. A Rcgiilcr Book.'* Ccmraunicatcd by Mr. Noble. 

Magdalen ; 
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arms arc a crofs charged with five rofcs ; and underneath, in old gothic 
characters, is this date, 1498. In pafiing to the principal gate, the 
path was over the mote, where the draw-bridge formerly ftood. This 
mote was 25 feet wide, and 12 feet deep: it furrounded the caftle on 
the fouth front, and eaft and weft ends; a branch of the river Tone 
enclofing it on the north. 

The remains of the ancient caftle were deferving of notice. The old 
building, being 195 feet in front, had a circular tower at each end; of 
which one only is now remaining. The other, with the eaft end, has 
been long fince deftroyed, and a large houfe built in its room, that 
has been for many years a boarding fchool for young ladies. The 

weft 

Magdalen : and it was decreed, that the parchafers of the faid redory fhoald make fuch 
afTurance, for the perpetual continuance of the faid 30I. per annum, as by learned counfel 
Ihould be devifed, and required by the preacher or any of his fucceflbrs*. 

The following is a (late of the receipts and difl3urfements from the feoffee lands in the 
year 1614. 

The particular rents of the lands belonging to the borough of Taunton, received and paid 
by Hugh Pitcher, this year 1614. George Hill, gent, and Thomas Chicke, conflables. 
Imprimis, The rent of the houfes in High-ftreet, per annum, ■ 714 

Item, The rent of the houfes in Fore-ftreet, per annum, __ 211 4 

Item, The rent of the houfes in Eaft-ftrect, per annum, ■ _ 14 17 o 

Item, The rent of the houfes in North-ftreet, per annum, — ^-. . 5 9 4 

Item, The rent of the lands in Upottery and St. Mary Ottery, per annum, 1 1 12 o 
Item, The rent of the houfes in Nurton, per annum, ' ■ 2 16 8 

Item, The rent of the (landings under the Guildhall, per annum,. ■ 900 

Item, The rent of the houfe in Pole-ftrcet, per annum, ' ■ 030 

Item, The rent of the cheft at the Guildhall Hairs head, per annum, — ^ 020 
Item, The rent of a garden at Pole's Bridge, per annum, ■ — 014 
Item, Received of John Bennet what was a defective rent laft year, — ^— — 090 
Item, Received by the conflables of Edward Cox for the erneft of a houfe, late 7 
Adam Withers, ' < ■ ■ ■ J ^___^^._^ 

Total received, — ■ < ■ _— __. ^^55 '5 o 

The amount of the diHributions, including ^2 : 00 : o to the bailiffs ) -, ,q 

for gathering the rent, ■ ■ ■ — — 3^3 7 

Item, They crave allowance of defedive rents, viz. of John Bennet, i 3 o 

Item, For the defeftive rent of Ofmond Pitcher, -^— o 10 o 

Item, For the defective rent of William Edwey, ' i 15 .0 

Item, For the defeftive rent of Richard Chappel, — ■ o 10 o 

Item, For the defe^live rent of Robert Parker, ■ _ o 10 o 

Total diftributed and allowed, ■ _^_ 57 18 

So remayneth due to the conflables, which have paid out more than 1 ..__^ r 

they have received f, ■ . . J ^^ '3 7 

* Locke's MS. 

f Extracted from the roil, contaiDiflg the accompte of George Hill and Thomai Cbicke, confbbles. Com* 
nuiiicatcd by Mr. Way. 

Here 
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weft end, or wing, is the fhorteft, being 66 feet in length, and was 
lately ftanding as it was originally built, allowing for the injuries it 
had fufFered from the canon of its enenniies, or rather from its greater 
enemy Time. The whole building had a flat roof, with parapet walls 
and embrazures for guns ; but part of that roof, within the memory 
of man, has teen taken down, and the prefent eredted in its ftead. 
On viewing the back part of it, there could be, lately, difcerned fome 
breaches made by canon in the old wall ; which was judged from its 
appearance to be part of the caftle built about the 1 1 th century, if not 
the remains of that built by king Ina. 

The principal part of the building, in its late ancient ftate, was the 
great hall, i i gk feet by 30I, and 20 feet 5 inches high; in which are 
annually held the Lent affizes, the county feflions, and the courts of 

the 

Here may be the proper place to mention a diilribution of 20 bufliels of wheat baken into 
bread, by the dilcreiion of the conftabks for the time being : the wheat for the purpofc being 
bought by them, with part of the rents and profits of the town lands. This diftribution har 
been, time out of mind, annually made at Chriflmas to the poor inhabitants of the town and 
borough*. 

In 1614, Dec. 4, Mr. Thomas Trowbridge the elder, of Taunton, merchant- tay lor, did 
grant and aifi^n unto ten trullees two clofes or pieces of ground, called Tunaways ; the one 
conAlling of Hve acres, and the other being one acre, lying inWeft-Monkton, for the refidue 
of a tejrm of 1000 years, commencing Sept. 28, 161 3, upon truft, that out of the rents ami 
profits of the faid clofes (then worth 61. per annum clear to pailure) thtvc JhouU be paid on &t, 
jfnJreiv^s day yearly ^ unto the cburchnuardens and overfeers of St. Mary Magdalen, 61 . whereof 
they were to pay on that day yearly, to the c bur chnvar dens and o*ver/eers of St, James, in or 
near Taunton, /i>r/y JBilUngs, to be by them diftributed amongft forty of the poorejl, eldejl, 
mofi honeftf and impotent poor of that parijh, by a Jhilling a piece \ the fame difiribution to be 
paid on St. Thomases day, before Chriftmas ; and within a month after fuch difiribution, the faid 
officers of St. James to gi^ve a note of their names that recei'ved the faid benevolence, unto the 
churchwardens and overieers of St. Mary Magdalen aforefaid. 

And that the refidue, htm^ four pounds, fhould be diflributed, by the faid church*wardens and 
overfeers of St . Mary Magdalen , zmongd fourfcore of the like poor of that parifh, by one Jhilling 
a piece, the fame day ; and to keep a note of the names of the faid poor, and to deliver in fuch 
notes at Eafter, before the conflables of the borough of Taunton, calling in two or more of 
the truflees. And if the profits amounted to more than 61. the refidue to be in like manner 
diftributed amongfl the poor of Taunton St. Mary Magdalen, and to be accounted for as afore- 
faid. And if the profits fhould not amount to 61. then a proportional abatement to be made 
on each parifh, and the refidue to be diflributed as aforefaid. And when the number of 
truflees fhould come to four, then a newdeed to be made to fbme perfon or perfons, who fhould 
affign their interefl back again to thefe four, and as many more as they fhould think expedient, 
the major part to be the fufficientefl and honeflefl inhabitants of the town of Taunton ; fo 
that the term might be preferred to the ufes aforefaid. And diat this gifi fhould go to the 
increafe of the relief of the poor, and not to eafe any rati or taxation. And the doaor defired 

* Account of chiritict> &c. 

that 
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the bifhop of Winchefter. According to the date on the porch, 
under the coat of arms, it was built, or at lead repaired, upwards of 
200 years fince. The arms are two coats impaled : firft, two keys 
endorfed and a fword in faltire, being the arms of the bifliop of Win- 
chefter : fecond, three bugle horns, the paternal coat of bilhop Horn : 
the whole within a garter, with the motto, Honijoit qui mal y penje ; 
and four cherubs at the corners. Crux et vanitas ; i. e. The crofs 
and vanity, i ^yy. 

The grand jury room was, till within thefe two years, over the two 
ftrong arches of the inner gateway ; on the inlide of which is a coat 
of arms the fame with that on the outfide, except the infcription, 
which is nearly obliterated by time. We can however plainly difcover, 
JlaUS tibi JCPC, i. e. Pratye to thee, Chriji ; %, InngtO UJintO* 1495. 

The 

that the poor (hould be aflembled, on St. Thomas's day, at divine fervicc, at their refpcftive 
pariih churches, except fuch as could not ; and after the dillribution made, the donor's name 
to be mentioned, and they put in mind to thank God for his mercy*. 

In 162 z. Sir George Farewell furrendcred two clofes of overland, in the tything of Hull, 
containing nine acres, to George Farewell, efq; his fon, and his heiis, according to thecudom 
and manor of Taunton-Dcan, on condition, that he or his heirs, into whofe poflcflion they 
(hould come, fhould pay, out of the fame, for ever, at Chriilmas, 48s. in the follQwing pro- 
portions, viz. 24s. to the churchwardens and ovtrfeers of Ilull-iiilhops, i6s. to the fame 
officers in the parifh of St. Mary Magdalen, and 8s. to thofe of St. James, Taunton, to the 
ufe of the poor of each pariih ; with an obligation of 5s. forfeiture for non-payment within 
15 days, to be recovered by entry of dillrelsf . 

In 1626, a workhoufe, near Tone-bridge (now a coal-yard, occupied by Mr. Thomas 
Parfons) was purchafcd, by the conllablcs, with the annual rents of the town landsj. 

In 1645, May 10, Mr. Robert Moirgridge did, by his lall will, bearing date that day, 
give, out of his lands, called Frcthey, in Bilhops-Hull.^i/^/ow^i// tenjhillings, to be paid to 
the churchwardens of Taunton Mngdalen, on the ift of March ajinually ; fi^ve peunJs thereof 
to be by them given to the honeji and religious poor of the pariih, on the 30th of March, at 
their difcretion ; fo as not to exceed los. nor give under 5s. to any one pcrfon. The other 
I OS. he afiigned to the churchwardens, for their pains to diilribute the fame, and to give 
account thereof to the exfcutcrs^. 

In 1677, ^^^^'■^ ^'^s ^ lioerul bequeft to the poor, by the will of Robert Meredith, whodicd 
the I ith of Oclober, that year ; which wns, afterwards, fubjedled to, and fettled by, a decree 
of chancery, dated May 23, 4 James 11. in the year 1688. This decree fets forth, that 
Robert Meredith, by will, dated in Sept. 1677, gave to the poor of the ^^VLn^tv four hundred 
poundsy to be laid out, by his executors^ in lands, or a rent charge in fee Jimplt, and the con- 
veyance to be in their names, and fuch others as they (hould appoint, in trult, that the rcnti 
and profits, or rent charge, Ihould be taken by the conftables of the borough, and by them, 
" hetiueen Michaelmas and St. Thomas's day, yearly, be laid out in cloth, and making it into coats 
4ind tvaift coats for poor people inhabiting avithin the borough and parijh, and dtjlributed amongft 

• Account of charliici, and Locke's MS. f Id. t Locke** Regifter. § Account of chiritiei, 

and Locke' » MS. 

ibi 
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The arms are, a crofs, charged with five rofes, on the top of which 
is a mitre. Above thefe are the arms of king Henry VH. fup- 
ported on the dexter fide with a greyhound, and on the finifter with 
a wivern ; and this motto, Ijijje le ?0t i^Cn?!, i. e. Long live king 
Henry. The arms and date on the left hand of thefe are the fame 
with thofe on the porch of the hall, with the addition of the letters 
R. H. for Robert Horn. F :om thefe arms and dates we may infer, 
that Thomas Langton, bifhop of Winchefter, rebuilt or repaired the 
archway and grand jury room ; as did bifliop Horn the afiize-hall. 

Befides thefe apartments, there is in the caftle a ftrong room called 
the Exchequer, in which the records of Taunton-Dean land are 
repofited 5 a large room which has formerly been ufed as an afTembly- 

room, 

the poor there : and on St. Thomases day, or fuch other day as the feoffees of the to^wn lands of 
Taunton meet, the conftahles to give the feoffees an account, on their ^voluntary oath, of their 
receipts and dijhurfements, and to luhom by name given : to which parpofe a book is to be kept, 
and the account to be allowed or difallowed by the feoffees, and the executors might be 
prefent and join ; and the names of the clothiers, and the quantities of the cloth of them bought, 
and the rates of the fame, fhould be entered into the faid account, or the fame fhall not be 
allowed ; and the money otherwife laid out (hquld be taken as not laid out. And till the 
money be laid out in a purchafe, the produce thereof to be accounted for as aforefaid. It was 
alio ordered and decreed, that the truil and charity, and all things declared in the will con- 
cerning the fame and management thereof, fhall ftand good and be obferved : and that the 
four hundred pounds, at Michaelmas next, (hall be paid to the order of Sir William Portman, 
knight of the Bath and baronet, and the reft of the Taunton feoffees, or the major part of them, 
to be laid out in purchafmg lands, called Grafs-Croft, or Graffgrove, or other lands, annuity, or 
rent-charge : and the fame to he fettled and continued in the feoffees, or other truftees, as by 
the will and as hereby diredled : and the intereft, from St. I'homas's day laft to the time of 
payment, to be paid to the confables, to be laid out as aforefaid : and the defendants, the 
executors, to be laved harmlefs, and to have their cofts out of the 4001.* 

1694. March 10. Sir Hugh Parker, by a will of this date, gave to the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeffes of Taunton, /i;^ pounds per annum, out of his tenement, called the Three Nuns, 
in Paternoller-row, London, to be employed as follows, viz. Fifteen Jhillings to the vicar of 
Taunton Magdalen, for preaching a fermon on the ift of May ; tvjo Jhillings and fix-pence to 
the clerk, and tiuo Jhillings and fix-pence to the fexton ; and the ox\itT four pounds to be given 
in bread to the poor, after J'ermon, as theminifter and church-wardens Jhall fee fit , And, in cafe 
there be any default made, the faid five pounds are wholly forfeited to the governors of 
Chrift's Hofpital, London, for the ufe of the blue coat children. And in cafe the faid/^f 
pounds, clear in money, free from all deductions, remain unpaid for the fpace of twenty days 
aher the 25ih of March, the aforefaid mayor, &c. or the governors aforefaid, may enter and 
diftrain on the premifes with coftf . 

About the middle of the 17th century, Mr. Clarke gave lool. Mr. Warman, 50I. Mr. 
Grabham, lOol. Mr. George Hooper, two acres and half of meadow, at Pyrland ; Mrs. 

• Account of charities* f Id. and Locke's MS* 
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room, as a theatre, as an armory for the militia, and for other purpofes; 
a dungeon for prifoners 5 with rooms that have been occupied a8 
tenements. 

Tradition reports, fays Mr. Locke, that there was a fubterraneous 
paffag^ from the inner court to the powder mills, at prefent the town 
mills; and, if fo, doubtlefs, when the town was befieged, fupplies were 
thrown in by that communication. This traditiop is fupported by a 
difcovery, lately made, of an underground arched way, in a garden, ad- 
joining to the caftle, now in the pofTeflion of colonel Charles Roberts. 

The caftle was, for a number of years, held of the bifhop of Win- 
chefter, by a furviving branch of the Lucas's, an ancient and re- 
Ipedtable family in this town. In the year 1787, by thedeceafe of 

the 

Florence Stone, 20I. and Mrs. Jane King, 2I. per annum, for ever, to the poor. All thefe do- 
nations are mentioned in the parifh book ; but the two firfl are not accounted for at prefent*. 

About the end of the laft century, Mr. Philip Gadd, by his will, did appoint Mary his 
daughter, and her heirs, to pay, out of fix acres of meadow, being the ty thing of Holway, 
on St. Thomas's day, three pounds and ten Jhillings, as follows, viz. T^o pounds ten JhilUngs 
to the churcbtwardens of Taunton Magdalen ^ and fwenty Jhillings to the churehiuardens of Weft^ 
Monkton ; to be diftributed on St. Thomas's day, by one Ihilling to each poor perfon of 
Taunton, and fwo Jhillings to each poor perfon of Weft-Monktonf. 

To the fame date mull be afcribect the donation of Mr. Samuel Reynolds, who gave, to the 
ufe of the poor of the town, half the profits of three acres of meadow, lying in Holway, to be 
diftributed to the poor aforefaid, by the churchwardens, on Eafter monday yearly J. 

Mrs. Margaret Cornifh, in the fame period, gave the profits of a meadow to the poor, for 
ever : but this gift has not beefl received for feme years. 

We muft not clofe our account of the charities belonging to the town of Taunton, with- 
cut mentioning an eftate, given to the poor of the borough, called by the name of String- 
lands. The defcription of it has been poftponed to this place, though it appears to have 
had an early date, in hope of obtaining a more full and accurate information of its origin 
and defign, than we are able, even after feme weeks delay of the prefs, to procure. It has 
been, time immemorial, under the diredlion of tru (lees, cledled from theproteftant diffenters, 
and the application of it, except its limitation to the poor of the borough, is difcretionaj. 
It confifts of various parcels of land and fome dwellings belonging to the manor of Taunton 
Dean, and conveyed under fix different furrenders. One of two acres of land of overland ; 
a fecond of three acres and a third part of an acre of overland, called Meadland; a third of 
two cottages with the curtilages of bondland heretofore made or converted into fix dwellings, 
with fix gardens in the tything of Extra-Portam and now made into twelve dwellings ; a 
fourth of an acre of land and meadow of overland, called Meadland ; and a fifth of three 
acres and a third part of an acre of land and meadow of overland, called Meadland ; and 
the fixth of five acres of land of overland in the Winmard. Of thefc parcels, all, but the 
fourth, are defcribcd as fituated in the tything of Holway ; and as being heretofore of 
Robert Taylor, except the fixth, in which before his name ftands that of William Gill. 

• Locke's Chron. Reg. p, 26. f Account of chirities^ and Locke's MS. X Locke's MS. 

They 
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the laft life on which it was held, it fell into the hands of the lord. 
This circumftance, and the ruinous ftate into which the aflize- 
hall had been permitted to fall, threatened the removal of the aflizes 
and feffions from Taunton, unlefs fome fpeedy and vigorous meafures 
were adopted. It was the fubjedl of deliberation and of repeated 
meetings, to take proper meafures for fecuring to the town, in future, 
the weight, importance, and advantages of being the feat of thefe 
public tranfadlions : but no determination was formed, and this place 
was on the point of lofing the alfizes, when Sir Benjamin Hammet, 
one of the reprefentatives of the borough, made a purchafe of the 
caftle, that the town might have the ufe of the afGze-hall, and 
immediately employed architects and mafons to put it into a ftate of 
found and decent repair, to range a- new the courts, and to fit up a 

com- 

They h/ve been all invefted in the fame trudees, to the only ufe and behoof, and to and for 
the moft benefit and advantage of the poor of the borough of Taunton, without any 
fpecification of ufes. The third and fourth deeds of furrendcr are however differently 
expreffed, and contain a claufe which will afford the managers a clue to difcover the original 
grantee and his intentions, if the furrenders, to which there is a reference, are in being ; the 
premifes defcribed, under thofe numbers, are conveyed upon condition and to and for fuch 
ufes and purpofes as appear in and by a furrender of Thomas Pope the elder bearing date 
the 23d day of November, in the 33d year of the reign of queen Elizabeth, and in the year 
of our Lord 1591. The number of truftees, in whom this charity is invefted, is feven*: 
and the eftate produces 45I. per annum. 

From the date, which many, and by far the moft valuable of the preceding donations 
bear, it is obvious to remark, that, in general, they took place before poor-rates were 
eftablifhed by ad of parliament. The mode of relieving of the poor by taxation was 
adopted as a fubftitute for the lofs, which they fufFered by the alienation of the religious 
houfes, from whence they had derived their principal fupport. The legi/lature, not 
trufting to the unconilrained exertions and natural force of the principle of benevolence, 
which the Creator has implanted in the human breaft, and which revelation, with its 
powerful fan6iions, calls into exercife, judged it proper to bind every eftate to the payment 
of a proportional (|uota to the relief of the neceflitousf . It may, however, be quellioned, 
whether duties levied for this purpofe have not proved, on the whole, more injurious than 
beneficial to the poor, by encouraging in their minds a dependence on legal claims to a 
Support, very unfavourable to their own induftry and oeconomy— by giving occaiion to 
■ expeniive litigations about fettlements— by placing indigent merit on the fame footing with 
demerit— by invefting overfeers with a power, that generates an inhuman turn of 
mind — and by the burden they lay, checking the free natural difpofition of the mind to 
adls of humanity. It is certain, that the records of almoft all towns abound with proofs of 

* From copies of furrendrrs, bearing date Dec. 14, 1747. Commuaicatcd by Mr. NuDle. 

f The firft ftatute for the relief of the poor was made in the 5th of Elizabeth. But that did not fpecify aiir 
particular rate, but left every pariihioner to give what he pieafcd, fubjc^ing all whodiJ n >t •oluti-^rily give 
fomethingto an aifefTtncnt by the juftices. In the 43d year of that queen's reign, another a6l invrltcd ovcrfrcr* 
with a power to raife, by taxation, fuch fum or fomi as they fliould think &tp for the employ meat and r:lief of 
the poor. HiHt* Account oi all Taxet^ p. 254, &c. 

'H2 ' the 
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commodious and elegant grand jury room. The expences of thefc 
works amounted to the fum of 417L 9s, 4d. towards which fum Mr, 
Popham, the other reprefentative, made a prefent of 105I. and ibme 
of the more generous and public-fpirited inhabitants fubfcribed 94I. 
The balance, 2 1 81. 9s. 4d. was paid by Sir Benjamin Hammet him- 
felf. He afterwards proceeded to fill up the mote, to lay out the 
ground round the caftle, and to fit up an handfome fuit of rooms ; 
rearing again tlic decayed walls, converting the pile of ruins into a man- 
fion, and reftoring the caftle in a ftyle of magnificence and elegance. 

The next place, devoted to the purpofes of civil government, is the 
Town- Hall ; where the borough feflions and other public meetings 
are held. This is a room, properly fitted up for the purpofe, on the 
grqund floor of a large and elegant building in the center of the town, 
called the Market- Houfe 5 which we fhall particularly notice in a 
fubfequent chapter. 

There was formerly, near Tone-bridge, a bridewell, belonging to 
the county of Somerfet. As it was found too fmall, and had fallen 

the various and liberal donations, which the benevolent, in former times, either by invefl- 
ments in their life, or by bequefts in their wills, provided for want and age. But, fince 
the full operation of the poor laws, fuch donations have, in a manner ceafed : and we find 
in fad that no charities are fo generoufly fupported, or fo properly conduced, as thofe 
which owe their maintenance to iinnual voluntary fubfcriptions. Such is the advantage 
of leaving the human mind, in its benevolent, and it may be added in its pious, feelings^ 
to its freedom. 

In this view of the matter, it may at lead admit a doubt, whether the wifdom of t)ie 
legiflature would not have more efFedlually fecured its benevolent ends by laws, which 
inflead of enading a tax from every one, had been framed to fccure a faithful diftribution 
of monies, granted by the didtates of a voluntary humanity. It is a ground of juft 
complaint that in moft places many charitable donations have been loft through fraud or 
negligence ; and many more have been perverted, from their original defign, to anfwer the 
purpofes of party, or to gratify the appetite of luxury. 

In a borough, conftituted like that of Taunton, they are very liabltfto be employed to 
advance eledlioneering defigns, ratherthan to relieve merit in diftrefs. The annals of 
paft times, it is to be feared, could furnifh many fhameful inftances of a clandeftine and 
partial diftribution of charities, by which the voters of the lower clafs have been, eventually 
SLud^infiJuouJly, cut off from the ufe of their valuable franchife. The decifionof Mr.Hobhoufc^ 
the returning officer's counfel, at the eledlion of 1790, deferves to be recorded here ; at 
founded in luifdom and equity y and as a bar in future againft fuch corrupt abufes of the towa 
charities. It was this — That charities mufi be giijen in the manner prefer i bed by the donor ; 
and any other gi'ving of money could not be cot^dered as the difiribution of the charity ^ the 
name of which it might bear ; but would fubjeS the diHributor to an a&ionfor the reco*very 
•/the money given under fuch pretences-^-and confequently, could not disfrancbife thofe wh^ 
tad received iu 

into 



A TABLE of the CHARITIES (exclulivdy N. 


Donors. 


Time of Grant. 


Donation. 


Diftributors. 


Mr. Simon Saunders. 


1591- 


lool. laid out in the Purchafe of 
Ground, on which were ereded 
tKrce Ranks of Shambles ; now 
fold to the Truftecsof the Market- 
Houfe. 


Seven of the better Sort 
of the Inhabitants of 
the Borough. 

I 


Mr. Thomas Pope, 


1591. 


Stringlands, value 45I. per annum. 


TheTrullees. , 

! 


Unknown. 


Settled by Chancery, 
1611. 


Various Lands and Houfes. 


Three '^he Conilabies. 
accc 
to t 
lent 
cha: 


Mr. Thomas Trowbridge. 


1614. 


Two Clofes in Weft-Monkton, called 
Tunaways. 


The .The Churchwardens and 
Overfecrs of each Pa- 
rilh. 


Sir George Farewell. 


1622. 


Two Clofes of Overland in the 
Tything of Hull. 


Out oThe Churchwardens and 
Par Overfeers of each Pa- 
St. rifli. 
St. 


The Conftablcs. 


1626. 


A Workhoufc near Tone Bridge, 
now a Coal Yard, occupied by 
Mr. Parfons. 


The Conftablcs. 


Mr. Robert Moggridge. 


1645. 


5I. IDS. out of his Lands called 
Frethcy, in Biftiop's-Hull. 


^1^ tcl *^* Churchwardens of 
no St. Mary Magdalen. 
5s. 

Tr 


Mr. George Hooper. | i6fo. 

1 


Two Acres and Half of Meadow, at 
Pyrland. 




Mr. Robert Meredith. 


1677, by Will ; and 
iettledbv Chancery 
1688. 


4C0I. to be laid out in Lands, or a 
Rent Charge in Fee Simple. 


The The Conftablcs. 
in 
co: 


Sir Hugh Parker. 


1694. 


5I, per Annum out of his Tenement 
called the Thrcc-Nuns, Paicr- 
noIlcr-Row, London. 


15s. The Churchwardens of 
da St. Mary Magdalen, 
of 

2S 

ot 


Mr. Philip Gadd. 


1694. 


2I. los. yearly to the Parifh of St. 
Mary Magdalen; and lol. to the 
Parilh of Weft-Monkton, out of 
fix Acres of Meadow in the 
Tything of Holway. 


! To I The Churchwardens of 
1 of St. Mary Magdalen. 

Si 

th 


Mr. Samuel Reynolds. 


1694. 


Half the Profits of three Acres of 
Meadow, lying in Holway. 


The Churchwardens. 


Mrs. Margaret Cornifh. 


1694. 

1 


The Profits of a Meadow. 




N. B. The following Sums were alio given, of which the Author has obtaine^^® Stone. |l 



T§/acef. 5a, 
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into great decay, fo that it was difficult to keep prifoners fafe therein, 
to fay nothing of its fituation in the borough, the juftices for the 
county, in the years 1753 ^^^ ^ 754» diredled that it fhould be fold*, and 
a large gaol, eredted in the parifh of Wilton, on a fcite, purchafed of 
JohnMallack, efq; for 30ol.only a few yards without the borough. It 
was built by county rates, for thofe who are guilty of felonies, mifde- 
meanors, or *a breach of the peace : but not for debtors-f-. If the mayor 
ihould commit a perfon to this gaol, he cannot afterwards difcharge 
him at the borough feflions : but he muft remain in prifon, till the 
next county feffions, or general gaol delivery. 

The mayor's incompetency, in this inftance, renders it neceflary 
that there fliould be a prifon for the borough. This, in 1787, was 
fo out of repair, that, neither in point of decency and health, nor 
of fecurity, was it fit for the reception of prifoners. By a vote of 
veftry it was determined to eredt a new one in another fpot, and the 
foundation of it was laid, and the building partly eredted ; when Sir 
Benjamin Hammet, as the fituation of it would have interfered with 
his plan of opening a new ftreet to the church, purchafed a fpot, 
near the fcite of the former bridewell, and, at his own expence, 
eredled a new one, in a plain but ftrong ftile of building ; and gave, 
for ever, the adjoining houfe, for the gaoler's refidence. 

Though there are not, in this town, ftrudtures feparately eredled for 
the purpofes of entertainment and pleafure, the building, called the 
Market -Houfe, is formed on a plan comprehenfive of rooms for thefe 
ufes, as well as of a neat town -hall for the adminiftration of juftice. 
For, on the ground-floor is a coflfee-room; where gentlemen, for the 
annual fubfcription of a guinea, are accommodated with fire and atten- 
dance and fupplied with the news- papers free from any other expence. 
In that room is a portrait of Mr. George Wiche J, drawn by Thorn, 
at the expence of the gentlemen who frequent the room, in teftimony 
of their refpedt to the probity of his charadler. On the firft ftory, 
befides a commodious room for the card tables, there is a fuperb 

* It was accordingly fold to Mr John Shute. 

t Goddard's Extrad from the Seifions-Rolls. p. 44, 45, 46. 

X The fteward of the proprietors. 

aflembly- 
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affembly-room, 50 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 24 feet high : this is 
furnifhed with two elegant and large glafs chandeliers, the gift of the 
late colonel Coxe, when reprefentative for the county. An upper 
room in this houfe is fupplied with a billiard-table. 

Behind an inn, now the Shakefpeare, was fitted up and opened 
by Mr. Biggs, a comedian, a fmallbut neat theatre, in 1786. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IIL 
Its civil conjiitution. 

IF it cannot, with Arid propriety of language, be faid, that the internal 
police of this town is fubjedt to the authority and direction of two 
corporations ; becaufe this term implies a creation by an aft of par- 
liament, or by a royal charter: yet it may be aflerted, that two bodies 
of civil officers, deriving their authority from different fources, have 
the care of the public peace and order: one confifting of the bifhop 
of Winchefter's officers, the other forming the corporation- 

The fir ft is of early date, and arofe out of the connection of the 
town with the fee of Winchefter, the bifhop of which, as we have 
feen, has been, through many centuries, its lord, and was invefted 
with a civil authority as well as endowed with the lands of the manor. 
In his court there are annually chofen two conftables, fix tythingmen 
or petty conftables, two portreeves, and two bailiffs. 

I'he bufinefs of the bailiffs is to attend the bifhop's courts : they 
pofTefsalfo the power of creating a jury, according to their own dif- 
cretion, which jury has the fole and independent power of choofing 
the conftables and tythingmen, as well as the bailiffs and portreeves, 
for the enfuing year. 

The province of the portreeves is to coUedt the bifhop's rents, and 
they, formerly, enjoyed the privilege of granting leafes of flandings 
in the market. This was lofl by the operation of the late market- 
houfe aft, and as a compensation for it, they are, under the fame aft, 
entitled to an annual rent or yearly fum of eighteen pounds, clear 
of all taxes and deduftions whatever ; for the payment of which the 
rents and profits of the market are bound. 

The conftables, previoufly to the grant of the firft charter, were 
the chief magiftrates of the town, and were, generally, invefted with 
the power of diflributing the charities left to the poor : this laft 

privilege 
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privikge they ftill retain in many inftances derived from the appoint- 
ment of the refpeftive donors. As before the reign of James L when 
copper was firft coined by authority, it was ftamped by any perfon 
who chofe to do it*, the conftables of Taunton, as did thofe of other 
towns, exercifed this privilege, and they continued to do it long after 
the time of James I.-f* This coin was ftamped with aTauin a tun (a 
rebus expreflive of the town's name) on one fide, and the legend, 
A TAVNTON FARTHING; on the other fide with aa embattle- 
ment of a caftle and the legend, BY THE CONSTABLES, with 
the date. It fhould feem that other perfons availed themfelves of the 
privilege of ftamping copper, and it may be concluded from the legends 
on this money, that the date of the year, the name of the place, and 
the name of the perTon who* ftamped it, were neceflary to a legal 
tender of it in payment J. 

Taunton, though a very antient and populous town§, was not in- 
corporated by royal charter, till the reign of Charles I. i 627. This 
deed changed the conftitution of the borough, and inverted the civil 
power in the hands of a mayor, juftice, aldermen, and burgeflfes. 

This inftance of royal favour was not, however, fufticient to attach 
them to the interefts of the king in the civil wars. But, in this town 
a fpirited ftand was made againft the unconftitutional meafures of 
Charles L and the caufe of the parliament found here firm adherents 
and a moft important fupport. This condud: drew on it, afterwards, 
the refentment, and awakened the jealoufy of Charles H. who demo- 
lifhed its walls and took away its charter, by a quo warranto, in 1660. 
It is reported that he alfo feized and gave away an eftate in Ireland, of 
which the corporation was then poflefledH. A certificate found among 

the 

♦ Prieflley's Lc^ures on Hiftory, p. 134. 

+ I am inclined to think, that we had no municipal coins or tradcfmcn's tokens before the 
middle of the lafl century : at leail, all that I have feen with dates were ilruck between 1650 
and 1670. H. N. 

t I have feen many without dates ; Tome with'only the initials of the tradefman's name ; and 
feme without either name, date, or place ; in particular, one with this legend, '* The Farthing 
of a Merchant of the Staple of England." H. N. 

§ Valdc antiqua et populofa is the language of the charter. 

II The certificate runs thus : ** Burgo de Taunton in co. Somerfet. We, the mayor, 
''aldermen, and burgeiTes of the town and corporation of Taunton^ in the county o 

*' Somerfet 
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the records of the parifh, and written above an hundred years fince, 
favours the fuppofition, that it had then fuch an eftate. It continued 
w^ithout its^ charter for feventeen years, when the fame king, at the 
fuit and interceflion of Dr. Peter Mew, then bifliop of Bath and Wells, 
granted it a new charter. Without copying this deed verbatim, 
which would be tedious, we will lay before the reader a full and 
diftintt, yet concife, view of the grants and powers communicated 
by it. 

The charter enlarged the bounds of the borough beyond its ancient 
limits, and imparted to the body corporate a jurifdiilion through not 
only the town, but the pariflies of St. Mary Magdalen and Taunton 
St. James ; and, in the mofl ample manner and form, co-extenfive 
with their bounds. 

It appointed that the corporation fhould confift of a mayor, two 
aldermen, fourteen capital burgeffes, chofen from the more upright 
and difcreet of the burgeffes or freemen of the borough, and ten 
inferior burgeffes: and that the aldermen, capital and inferior burgeffes, 
fliould bear the name of the common council of the borough, whole 
province ihould be to aid the mayor in all caufc^s and tranfadtions 
relative to the borough. The capital burgeffes are invefted with 
their office during the term of their natural lives, unlefs they fhall be 
removed for mifcondud:; as are alfo the inferior burgeffes, unlefs they 
(hall be removed for mifconduct, or advanced to the office of capital 
burgeffes. 

Befides thefe conftituent parts, it direfted the eledtion and nomi- 
nation of a pcrfon, difcreet and {killed in the laws of England, to 
hold, during royal pleafure, the office of recorder ; who, by himfclf 
or deputy, (hould perform, within the precindls of the borough, all the 
fervices of that office. It affigned to them alfo the power of choofing 

" Somerfet, do hereby certify whom it doth or may concern, that we do not know of or 
'* cm find entered in any books or writings belonging to the corporation aforefaid, that 
'* cither col. John Gorges, or his fon, or any other perfon or pcrfons, have, or ever had 
«* any prant, from the laid corporation, of any of the lands lying in the burrows of Ruth, 
«' Conruth, in the couitv of Weft-Meith, in Ireland." N. B. Thomas Gorges, as alfo 
John Gorges, were feoffees of the town lands in 1659: and Edward Gorges was member 
br Someriec 1688. Locke*s MS. 

I a man 
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a man of difcrction and probity, to aft as a town-clerk, during the 
pleafure of the mayor^ aldermen, and burgeffes ; and who fhould be 
allowed all the fees and profits of office belonging to the town-clerki 
in any borough or city. As the charter nominated the firft gentle- 
men, who filled, under it, the pofts of recorder and town -clerk ; fo 
it provides that no one, in future, elected to either of thefe pofts, 
fhould be allowed to adt in it, before they were fworn and the nomi- 
nation had been approved by the king under his fign manual. The 
following gentlemen were the firft members of the corporation. 

Roger Gale, Mayor. 
John Meredith and Thomas Legingham, Aldermen. 

William Rawe, 
Matthew Munday, 
Bernard Smith, 
William Turner, junior, 
George Pollard, 
William Baynard, 
John Smith, fenior, 
Thomas To will, 
William Bidgood, 
Roger Howe, 

Richard Jeanes, Town-clerk. . 
Thomas Syderfi'n, Recorder. 
The firft mayor, it was directed, ftiould be fworn into his office 
by Peter, bifliop of Bath and Wells, Sir William Portman, bart. and 
Thomas Synderfin, efq; or any one of them ; who being thus invefted 
with his office, had authority to fwear in the aldermen, burgefifes, 
recorder, town-clerk, ferjeants at mace, and freemen. The charter 
affigned the corporation the name of ** The Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgefl!es of the Borough and Town of Taunton, in the County of 
Somerfet :" it granted to them the right of ufing a common feal, and of 
changing it for one they might judge better, from time to time : it 
ajfo allowed them one or two fervants, under the name of ferjeants at 
mace, to execute warrants and precepts, to attend the mayor, to carry 
ti^fore him gilt or filver maces, with the king's arms engraven on 

them, , 



Robert Prober, 


1 


William Turner, fenior. 


! 


Jafper Chaplin, 
Francis Hubbart, 


Capi 


Thomas Dare, 


& 


Philip Gad, 
Stephen Tymewell, 
Samuel Bindon, 




Richard Snow, 
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Antipas Swinerton, 
Thomas Hoflfam, 
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them, and to perform other bufmefs within the precindts of the 
borough. 

During the ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, the mace, carried before 
the mayor, had on it the arms of the proteftor, but under the new 
charter, the arms of Charles II. engraven on filver plates, were 
fcrewed over the other arms. In this ftate the maces exift to the 
prefent day. 

The charter having thus formed, in the town of Taunton, a political 
corporate body, made explicit provifion for its perpetuity, by laying 
down rules for filling up the vacancies, which, from time to time, 
might happen, in either of the conftituent parts of it, by refignation, 
by removal of particular members on account of ill condudl, or by 
death. It enadls that vacancies amongft the fuperior burgeffes fhall be 
filled up by an elcdtion made out of the inferior; that vacancies amongft 
the latter clafs fhall be filled up by an election from the more upright 
and difcreet of the freemen of the borough. To the validity of fuch 
an election, it is neceffary, that it be made by the major part of the 
furviving aldermen and burgeffes, who are prefent ; the mayor being 
always one. The fame rule is laid down for filling up a future 
vacancy in the pofts of recorder and town-clerk. 

The mayor and aldermen, according to the limitation in the charter, 
going, of courfe, out of office at the expiration of a year from their 
being fworn in ; the charter enadts, that the mayor and common 
council of the borough, or the major part (the mayor being always 
one) fhall annually, on the monday next after the feaft of St. Bartho- 
lomew, between the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon, 
nominate and eledt one of the aldermen, or of the capital burgeffes, of 
the time being, to be mayor ; and two of the capital burgeffes to be 
aldermen ; each for one whole year from the monday next after the 
cnfuing feaft of St. Michael the archangel ; or until others fliall be 
cledted and fworn ; and it enjoins, that they fhall be fworn into their 
refpeftive offices before the mayor and common council, or as many 
as fhall be prefent, on the monday next after the feaft of St. Michael. 
In cafe the mayor, or one or both of thefe aldermen, fhould, v^ithin 
the year withdraw or die ; then it empowers, in the firft inflance, 
the aldermen and burgeffes to afTemble and to eledt one of the alder- 

1 2 men, 
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men, or the capital burgeffes, to fill up the office of mayor for 
the remainder of the year, to be fworn into it before the aldermen, 
capital and inferior burgeffes, or any ten or more of them : and in 
the fecond inflance, it empowers the mayor, the other alderman (if 
there be one), and the burgeffes, or the major part of them, to eled: 
out of the capital burgeffes one or two aldermen (if both fhould 
happen to fail) to fupply thofe offices for the refidue of the year. 

They who, without reafonable caufe, refufe to accept, and ad in 
the ports of mayor, aldermen, capital and inferior burgeffes, to which 
they fhall, as before dired:ed,be chofen, fubjedt themfclves to a penalty 
or fine, applicable to the ufe and benefit of the corporation, as fliall 
be deemed reafonable by the mayor and common council, or the major 
part of them ; the mayor being always one. 

The charter hath annexed to the offices, which it has thus created, 
certain powers and privileges. Some of thefe are peculiar and appro- 
priate to particular parts of the corporation, and fome common to 
the whole body. 

The charter confHtutes the mayor the clerk of the market, with 
authority to give the affize of bread, wine, ale, and every kind of 
vidtuals ; and to infpeft, examine, and adjuflall weights andmeafures 
within the precindts of the borough : and to punilli and corredt every 
one who fhall offend in thefe refpefts. 

It conflitutes the mayor, recorder, and aldermen, for the time being, 
and the firfl for one year after the expiration of his mayoralty, juflices 
of the peace within the borough and through the parifhes, with as 
ample powers as are pofTeffed by any juflice of the county : to hold 
feflions within the borough, concerning all matters and offi^nces done 
within the borough and pariflics, except as to fuch treafons, felonies,, 
and crimes, as affedt life and limb ; againfl which they fliall not 
proceed without fpecial licence. And it authorifes them and the other 
juflices, or any two or more of them (the mayor or recorder to be 
always one), by their warrant, under their hands andfeals, to commit 
any apprehended within the borough and liberties, under the charge 
or fufpicion of treafon, murder, felony, homicide, and robbery, to the 
county gaol, to remain in cuflody, for trial before the juflices of oyer 
and terminer, or the juflices appointed for gaol delivery. 

It 
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It grants the corporation a right to meet and affemble or hold 
courts in any place within the borough, by the public fummons of the 
mayor: and to them or the major part of them fo aflembled (the mayor 
being always one) it gives authority to make fuch laws and ftatutes 
as to the found judgment and difcretion of them, or the major part 
of them (the mayor being always one), fhall appear ufeful, falutary, 
juft, and neceflary for the direction and government of the corporation, 
and of all the inhabitants of the borough, and the two aforefaid 
parifhes, with a power to fix fines and penalties for the enforcement 
of fuch regulations and bye-laws as to the mayor, aldermen, and bur- 
gefles, or to the major part of them, aflembled on the occafion, fhall 
appear reafonable and fit, with a power of receiving fuch fines : pro- 
vided that the laws and penalties be not repugnant to the laws of the 
realm. It invefl^s the mayor and common council, or the major part 
of them (the mayor being always one) with a power of removing bur- 
geflfes for mifbehaviour in their office. 

It further inverts the mayor, aldermen, and burgeflfes, and their 
officers, with full power to examine and infpedt any frauds or decep- 
tions pradtifed with refpedt to the goods and manufa<ftures, called 
ferges, broad- cloths, and kerfies, expofed to fale within the limits of 
the borough ; and to feal all that fhall be found good and fufficient, 
according to the flatutc in fuch cafes provided. 

To give weight to their jufliciary proceedings, the charter further 
direfts that the mayor, aldermen, and burgeflTes fhall have a prifon 
within the precindls of the borough, for the fafe cuflody of felons 
and other malefactors and diflurbers of the public peace : the keeper 
of which gaol is to be the mayor, for the time being, or a fufficient 
deputy, for whom he fhall be refponfible. 

To prevent an abufe of the powers, with which the charter invefls 
the corporation, it gives the judge of the afTize authority to remove 
from his office any mayor, alderman, or burgefs, who fhall beconvidted 
of adting contrary to the laws and flatuteS of the realm. 

The privileges and benefits which the charter grants to the cor- 
poration are an exemption to the mayor, aldermen, burgeflfes, and 
inhabitants of the town, from the payment of any tolls to the king 

on 
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on goods, chattels, and merchandife ; all fines and penalties, levied 
on any perfon, for any caufe, at the borough feflions ; an authority to 
hold and poflefs any manors, mefluages, lands, tenements, reftories, 
tithes, reverfions, and other hereditaments whatever, whether fee or 
leafehold, provided that the neat yearly profits and iffues do not exceed 
300L per annum ; and all kinds of liberties, privileges, and franchifes. 

Charters were originally meant as well to encourage trade, as to 
ftrengthen the power of the crown ', but according to the illiberal 
policy of former times, by exclufive privileges and monopolies, they 
difcountenanced the free exertions of induftry and genius. Thus the 
charter, before us, prohibits any ftranger or foreigner, or any one 
befides freemen of the borough, to fell, or expofe to fale, any goods or 
merchandife, within the borough or pariflies, except by wholefale or 
neceflary articles of food, unlefs at the fairs or markets : or to kfeep 
fhop or carry on any trade or manual occupation within the liberties 
or precin<Ss of the borongh, without the fpecial licence of the mayor 
and common council, or the major part of them (the mayor being 
always one), written under their feal, on the pain of royal difpleafure, 
or of fuch other penalties and forfeitures, as by the laws and ftatutes 
of the realm may be inflidted on fuch offenders. 

The charter ratifies and confirms the enjoyment of all former pri- 
vileges and jurifdidtions granted by any former royal patent or charter, 
or by ar^ lord of the manor: and it confirms to the bifliop of Win - 
chefter, and his fucceflbrs, all the privileges, pre-eminences, and 
emoluments enjoyed by any of his predeceflbrs. 

Further it is to be pleaded in all courts and to be conftrued in the 
moft liberal manner for the benefit of the corporation. 

Minute as is the furvey we have taken of the tenor and articles of 
this royal charter, there is one diftingulfliing claufe, we have not yet 
noticed. Such deeds, generally, provide that no juftices, befides 
thofe of the body corporate, fhall intermeddle in their proceedings 
and jurifdidtion*. But there is, in the grant before us, a marked 
diftindtion, in this refpe<S, from all other charters : for it appoints 
that there always fhall be fix juftices of the county, nominated and 

• Shephcard ou Corporations, p. 60. 

appointed. 
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appointed, from time to time, by the chancellor or the keeper of the 
great feal, who fhall be juftices within the borough and its precindls, 
to a6t as the other juftices of the borough. But that no one of them 
(hall be compelled to accept the mayoralty or any other office in the 
borough ; or be fubjcd: to any punifhments or penalties impofed by 
the mayor, aldermen, and burgeffes. This appointment was, evi- 
dently, intended as a check upon the magiftrates incorporated by the 
new charter i and was ftrongly expreflive of the king's difguft and 
fufpicions. 

The laft commiflion, appointing fuch adjunct juftices, bears date the 
4th of March, 1767. The former commiflion had expired feveral 
years before, at the death of Sir William Pynfent, the furvivor, under 
a former nomination. On an application made by fome of the inha- 
bitants of the borough, a new appointment conftituted Henry William 
Portman, CopleftoneWarre Bampfylde, John Collins, William Hawker, 
John Halliday, efqrs. and Francis Warre, clerk, ** Juftices to keep the 
** peace, from time to time, within the borough and town of Taunton 
** and Taunton St. James, and the liberties and precinds of the fame, 
** according to the tenor, form, and efiedl of certain letters patent, 
** granted to the faid borough and town, bearing date the 1 3th day of 
** September, in the 29th year of the reign of Charles H. late king of 
" England." It alfo. conftituted that thefe gentlemen " ftiouldhave 
^^ full power and authority i together with the mayor and other juftices 
'* of the faid borough and town, and liberties and precindls of the 
** fame, to perform, do, and execute all and Jingular the things within 
** the faid borough and town j and liberties and precinSls of' the fame ^ 
** which to the office of a juftice of the peace belong, in as ample 
** manner and form as the faid mayor of the aforefaid borough and 
" town, and the other jujlices of the fame borough and town, or any 
** one ofthenty within the aforefaid borough and town, or the liberties 
** and precinds of the fame, may or ought to do, by virtue of the faid 
" letters patent, or any other letters patent in that behalf granted, or 
" to be granted, any ;hing in the faid letters patent contained or 
" fpecified to the contrary in any wife notwithflanding." It alio 
"commanded the mayor, and other juftices of the borough and town, 

" for 
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" for the time being, to admit into their fociety the abovenamcd 
" juftices, as well to the feffions of the peace, to be held within the 
** boroughand town, as to do all other things which belong or appertain 
" to the office of juftice of the peace, within the borough and town 
** aforefaid, and the liberties and precindts of the fame : and that all 
** and fingular the ferjeants at mace, the conftables,fub- bailiffs, keepers 
** of prifons and gaols, and all other officers and minifters, whom it 
*' doth or may concern, in the execution of the premifcs, fliould be, 
** from time to time, attendant upon and obedient to the faid juftices." 
It further commanded thofe fix juflices ** to apply themfclves to all 
** and fingular the premifes to be done and executed in form aforefaid, 
** and to do and execute the fame with effeft*." 

Though Taunton is a town of high antiquity, and has been, through 
inany ages, a very flourifhing place, and of great importance in the 
county 'y and though the fecond charter, notwithftanding the ungra- 
cious afpedt of the preceding claufe, gave the corporation the power 
of holding eftates; yet it has neither land, nor houfes, nor joint flock 
of money. 

The times afford no probable profpedt of fuch a corporation, as 
this, rifing in the political fcale by the enlargement of its power 
under a new charter, or by the reftoration of any eftates formerly 
belonging to it, or by future donations of property under deeds of 
gift or wills. Corporate bodies have not, in general, proved them- 
selves the moft exaft and faithful truflees. The reafons of their firft 
conflitution, the grounds which recommended them to royal patronage 
or to the aids of private generofity, have long fmce ceafed. They 
arofe into exigence when the power of the barons formed a great 
oppofition to that of the crown, and almofl overwhelmed the influence 
of the people. To encourage trade, and to be a check on the barons, 
were communities incorporated under royal charter, and being incor- 
porated were flrengthcned by liberal endowments, and the influence 
derived from charitable trufts. The advance of commerce, the 

• From a copy of the commiflion in the hands of Mr. John Norman^ who favoured the 
author with an opportunity to infped and tranfcribe it. 

opulence 
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opulence it has difFufed over the cduntry, and the power politically 
granted by Henry VH. to the barons to alienate their eftates, have 
long fince lupcrfeded the neceffity of fuch an intermediate body 
between them and the crown. The evils arifing from a body of men 
being feparated from the community, united by an independent intereft 
or divided by mutual jealoufies, the abufe of power connedbed with 
fuch conftitutions, and the advantages which a corrupt minifter may 
derive from their influence, have been, in many in fiances, too vifible 
to efcape the obfervations of the moft carelefs : and are eiFed:s of too 
difagreeable and pernicious a nature to render the further extenfion or 
additional emoluments of fuch conftitutions an objett to be defired by 
the people at large. As to order and decorum in a town, that they may 
be effedluallypreferved without fuch authority, by the vigilance of a civil 
officer and the fpirit of the inhabitants, the large and populous towns 
of Birmingham and Manchefter aflPord a confpicuous proof. Thefe 
caufes certainly contribute, in the prefent age, very much to take from 
the importance and diminiih the weight and refpe<Sability of corpo- 
rations ; and might, efpecially in connexion with the large eftates 
fome of them poiTefs, and which a time of political neceffity would 
tempt a daring minifter to feize, hold out fufficient inducements for 
their diflblution. But it is a fecurity to thefe communities, that they can 
be legally diiTolved-only by parliament*. The condudl of Charles H. 
therefore in depriving Taunton of its charter, was an unjuftifiable a(5t, 
which ought to have met with a fpirited conftitutional oppofition, 
had the times given room for it. 

However the corporation of Taunton has fufFered by the outrages 
of prerogative, the town has preferved a moft valuable privilege, that 
offending members to parliament. Such it ought to be eftimated, for 
every individual, who has a voice in the election of reprefentatives, is 
in fadl himfclf a legiflator; and coniigns his power, by deputation, to 
to thofe whom he choofes to adl for him in the general aiTembly of 
the nation. He has the.beft fecurity, that his property cannot fall 
a facrifice to the violence of power; becaufe his deputies cannot take 
his money by a tax without fubje<5ting their own to the fame tax ; 

* Shepheard on Corporations, p. 129. 
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and in a greater proportion, as their property is more extenfive : and 
befides this, at the conclufion of every parliament they become 
amenable to their conftituents. The privilege of which we fpeak is 
held in high eftimation by foreigners. " The country towns in 
*' England," faith one, ** have an importance which fuch places are 
*' deftitute of elfewhere : this they owe to the right offending mem- 
** bers to parliament every feven years*/' 

Taunton, as far as the matter can be traced, was a borough- town 
as early as the common people became privileged with a reprefen- 
tation-f-. It fends two members to parliament. The powers of 
eledlion here are fubjecft to the following reftridlions. This right is 
limited to the borough, the bounds of which, as to the rights of 
cledlion, fo far from co-extending with thofe of the town, do not 
coincide even with thofe of the parifh of St. Mary Magdalen, which 
lies within the town. The right is further confined to pariftiioners, 
not being dated paupers, nor receiving any fhare of the alms diilributcd 
from the funds of the refpeftive charities left to the town. Thefe 
reftridlions excepted, the right of voting is the privilege of all the 
inhabitants, who drefs their own vi(fluals in their own room, or 
keep a table to themfelves. Hence they are generally called Pot- 
wallonersj. 

The conilitution of this borough, as far as its operation extends, 
appears to be founded on jufl: principles. For every one, who is 
liable to be called upon to bear arms in defence of the ftate, and 
to contribute his quota towards the burdens of government, and 
who has perfoml rights to guard (thofe valuable ones in particular of 
confcience and liberty), is properly inverted with a power to proteft 
himfelf againft the encroachments of authority and the exadtions of 

• Grofley's Obfervations on England, vol. II. p. 275. 

f The firll great council, in the nature of a parliament, was held by king Henry I. at 
Salifbury : when the firft money bill, that ever pafled into a law, laid a tax of three 
(hillings on every hide of land, in England, in order to raife a fortune for his daughter 
Maud, on her marriage with Henry V. emperor of Germany. Locke's MS. 

t Pot-walloner, Pot-waller, or Pot-walloper (Ignifies one that boils his own pot ; but not 
in the flreet, «is has been wantonly reported. Each of thefe terms is derived from wea/an, 
Saxon, to boil : but Pot-waller feems to be mod proper. It is obfervable that wall and 
waJlop are provincial exprefllonfi of the like import at this day. Locke's MS. 

tyranny. 
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tyranny. Such popular conftitutions of boroughs may have their 
inconveniences and evils. But the bribe cannot rife fo high, nor the 
fpirit of venality become fo abandoned, as where the right of choofing 
members of parliament lies in fewer hands. The pooreft inhabitant 
of a borough fo conftituted feels his importance in the political fcale, 
and is able to hold up his head againft the infolence of wealth and 
rank. Many of the lower rank are known, on the trying occafion of 
a contefted eledlion, to adt with a firmnefs and a regard to their word, 
when once pledged, which do them honour. The difpofition to wifli 
for and favour a conteft is not peculiar to popular boroughs : and the 
evils, of which a conteft is ever produdive, are not to be imputed to 
a number of perfons who have not, in thenifelves, either weight, or 
union, or fkill in management, to eiFedt one ; but to thofe of higher 
ftation, whofe refentment is fed, or whofe love of power is gratified, 
or whofe intereft is advanced by it. The peculiar mifchief of a con- 
tefted eledtion, in fuch a town as Taunton, arifes from the habits of 
idlenefs and debauchery, into which it draws a large proportion of the 
people, to the hindrance of trade as well as the deftruftion of fobriety. 
But thefe mifchiefs, inftead of being confidered as arifing from a fault 
in the conftitution of the borough, inftru<S and warn thofe who have 
a lead in the town, whofe fortune (hould place them above little mer- 
cenary views, and whofe education fhould teach them the excellence 
of the Engliih coaftitution, and the duty of every man's endeavouring 
to preferve, in every part, its purity and energy: the mifchiefs of which 
a contefted eledlion is produdlive, fhould inftrudl and warn fuch, not 
to encourage or foment them, but on the trueft patriotic principles : 
when the eflential interefts of the nation are at ftake, or the fupport 
. of a wife, enlightened, virtuous, and independent candidate is de- 
pending. 

The author muft be permitted to add, that he (hall think this 
hiftory will anfwer a moft important end, if he could by it convey 
into the minds of the rifing generation, in the town of Taunton, a 
deep and full convidtion, that a right to vote, in the eledtion of the 
national reprefentatives, is a trujl of the greateji value ^ and of the moft 
ferious influence on the welfare of his country : a irujl for the public 

K 2 good. 
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good, not to be difpofed of merely to ferve or oblige thofe who wiih 
to advance themfelves in the community, as a matter of favour to them ; 
but to be employed in the fupport of men of ability, or at leaft of 
honed minds and difinterefted virtue, though they pollefs not (hining 
talents : in fupport of thofe, w^ho, from their known principles and 
charadter, it may be hoped, will approve themfelves faithful guardians 
of the national welfare ; the confiftent and firm friends of civil and 
religious liberty : in a word, a trujl to be ufcd not merely to meet 
the wifties of a candidate, but to ferve our country. 

It cannot be forefeen, what confequences may be conneded with 
the return of one Jingle gentleman to parliament ; or with the appli- 
cation of one Jingle vote in a borough. So totally improper, fo ex^ 
ceedingly mifcbievous is the language often held out ; " What fignifies 
one vote ?" Every man fliould feel it to be of the greateji importance 
to himfelfj and to the difcharge of his own duty^ to adl upon the 
principlea of virtue and redtitude. In the fenate, on one vote may 
depend the falvation of the kingdom. One vote decided the Hanover 
fuccejfion*. 

The nature and importance of thefe refled:ions, though they 
interrupt the narrative, muft be pleaded in excufe of their prolixity. 
We will proceed with the hiftorical view of the reprefentation of this 
town, by exhibiting a lift of the members from the reftoration to 

♦ Another ftriking example of the importance of a fmglc vote is fumifhed by Mr. 
Whifton. ** In the year 1685 there was fo extraordinary a crifisof the protedant religion, 
as well deferves to be mentioned here ; infomuch that, bHhop Burnet partlv implies, but 
Mr. Arthur Onflow more diftindly informs me, it once depended on a Jtngh vote in the 
houfe of commons, whether king James fliould be permitted to employ popifli officers in 
his army or not : which point had he gained, there was vifibly an end of the public 
eftablifliment of the proteftant religion in this kingdom. It came, as 1 faid, to a (ingle 
vote ; and a courtier, who was to watch every voter where the member had any employmeat 
under the king, obferved one that had a regiment going to vote againft the court : and 
feeing him, put him warmly in mind of his regiment. He made anfwer ; *' My brother 
«• died laft night, and has left me 700I. a year ;" which ^i»^/i? vote gained a majority, and 
faved the proteftant religion at this time. If I miji^ht ufe au heathen expreflion in a cafe 
belonging to chriftianity, I ^would fay, Ncn hoc Jive numine divumJ** Whifton's Memoirs, 
2d edit. p. 19. 

To thcfc inHances it may be added, that towards the clofe of the late American war, 
fevcral vtry iirportaiu cc?iJ}itutlDnal moiiowh, in the houfe of commons, weie negatived and 
loft by ^Jingle I'cie, 
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the year 1 790, and fubjoining to it fomc account of the more remark- 
able eledtions. 

1 660. Thomas Gorges, efqj William Wyndham, efq; 

1 66 1. Sir William Portman, hart, and The fame, on Dec. 11, this 

knight of the Bath, of Or- year, created a baronet, 
chard- Portman. 
1678. The fame. John Trenchard, efq; of Dor- 

fetfhire. 
1 68 1 . Edmund Prideaux, efq; of Ford The fame. 

Abbey, Devon. 
1685. Sir William Portman. John Sanford, efq; of Nine- 

head. 
1688. The fame. The fame. 

1690. JohnSpeke,efq;of Dillington*. Edward Clarke, efq; of Chip- 
ley, the friend of Mr. Locke. 
1695. The fame. The fame. 

1698. Henry Seymour Portman, efq; The fame, 
of Orchard -Portman. 

1 70 1. Sir Francis Warre, bart. ofThefame- 

Heftercombe-f-. 

1702. The fame. The fame. 
J 705. The fame. The fame. 
1708. The fame. The iame. 

* This gentleman was defcended, in the twenty. third degree, from Richard Speke, 
the (ird of the name who fettled in Somerfetlhire : who was defcended from the famous 
Walter I'Efpec, of Yorklhire, founder of the three large abbies of Kirkham, Rievaulx, 
and Warden. John Speke, efq; one of his anceftors, was honoured with a letter from 
Edward V. dated June 5, 1483, requiring his attendance at the tower of London, to aflift 
at his coronation, and to receive the order of knighthood. Another of that name was 
appointed one of the commiflioners for adminiftering the oaths in 1534. There was alfo 
a George Speke, efq; who was high fheriifof the county of Somerfet in 1592 : and a Sir 
Hugh Speke, who was created a baronet by Charles 11. Locke's Weftern Rebellion, p. 6. 

f This gentleman was firft returned March 17, 1700, in the room of Henry Portman, efq; 
who beine elected both for Taunton and Wells,, took his feat for the laft place. The 
yacancy for Taunton brought on a conteft between Sir Francis Warre, bart. and Mr. 
Thomas Baker, a merchant, of Taunton: the mayor returned the former, and Mr. Baker 
petitioned ; but the petition was not purfued*. 

* A Ton of this Mr. Baker was a dilTeacing minKUr; who left two daughters, one of whom, the w'dow of Rev. 
Dr. Amory-, is now living. 

I7IO. 
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1710. The fame. Henry Portman, efq; 

1 7 1 3 . The fame. The fame. 

1 7 1 4. James Smith, efq; of Canons- Sir William Pynfent, bart. of 

Leigh. Burton. 

1722. The fame. John Trenchard, efq; 

1725. Abi-aham Elton, efq; of Briftol, in the room of John Trenchard, 

efq; deceafed. 
1727. George Speke,efq; of Dilling- Francis Fane, efq; of Briftol. 

tqn. 
1734. Henry W. Berkley Portman, The fame. 

efq; of Orchard- Portman. 
1 74 1 . Sir John Chapman, of London. John Buck, efq; a merchant at 

Biddeford. 
1745. Percy WyndhamObrien, efq; (afterwards earl of Thomond) in 

the room of John Buck, efq; deceafed. 
1747. Robert Webb, efq; barrifter at Sir Charles Wyndham, bart, of 

law, a native of Montferrat, Orchard- Wyndham. 

in the Weft- Indies ; butde- 

fcended from Mr. Robert 

Webb, a very refpedtable 

manufadturer in Taunton. 
1749. William Rowley, efq; rear-admiral of England, in the room of 

Sir Charles Wyndham, who was promoted to a peerage, on 

the death of his uncle, the duke of Somerfet. 
1754. Lord Carpenter, of Homme, John Halliday, efq; of Yard, 

near Weobly, Herefordihire. Taunton. 
1754. Dec. 24. Robert Maxwell, efq; (afterwards earl of Farnham) 

was eledted in the room of John Halliday, efq; deceafed. 

1 76 1. Lord Carpenter. Lord Farnham. 

1762. Lawrence Sullivan, efq; an Eaft- India diredlor, in the room of 

lord Carpenter (afterwards earl of Tyrconnel), deceafed. 
1768. Alexander Popham, efq; bar- Nathaniel Webb, efq; brother 
rifter at law. of Robert Webb, efq; then 

deceafed. 
1774. The fame. John Halliday, efq; eldeft fon of 

the late John Halliday, efq; 

ijSo* 



HISTORY OF TAU^JTON. 71 

1780. John Roberts, efq; a major- The fame. 

general and a native. 
1782. Benjamin Hammet, efq; a native of the town, in the room of 

general Roberts, deceafed. 
1784. Alexander Popham, efq; Benjamin Hammet, efq; who 

received the honour of 
knighthood in 1787. 
1790. The feme. The fame. 

Thefe returns of reprefentatives for the town of Taunton were not 
procured without frequent and violent contefts. Great part of the 
period, through which the preceding lift runs, was of the moft ferious 
nature, and marked with violent, national altercations. Previoufly to 
the revolution, Charles H. and James II. made every effort to extend 
and eftablifh that prerogative*, in the abufe of which their royal 
father had loft his life. After the fettlement of the prince of Orange 
on the throne, and the acceflion of the Hanover family, very vigorous 
ftruggles were made, by the friends of the Stuart race, to bring in 
again the fuppofed reprcfentative of that houfe. Thefe oppoiitions 
of courfe extended themfelves to the boroughs ; and the feafons of 
election were the opportunities which each fide warmly endeavoured 
to improve, to the advancement of their own views and interefts, by 
fetting up and fupporting, as candidates, gentlemen of very different 
fentiments and attachments. With thefe political and public obje<fls, 
perfonal prejudices, partialities, and interefts are often blended, to 

♦ Of the difpofiiions and views of Charles II. the memorial of his ambaifador to the 
king of Poland, in 1667, furnifhes a ftriking and convincing proof. The memorial, 
exprcHlng Charles' refolutions to aflifl the king of Poland in eilablifhing his title to the 
crown, adds, •* The king, my mailer, being truely fenfible of the great misfortune of thofe 
'* princes, *whofe po^wer muji he hounded and reafon regulated hy the fantaftick humours of their 
*^ fuhjeSls, Till princes can be freed from thofe inconveniences, the king, my mafter, 
•* fees no poffible profped of eftablifhing the Roman-catholic religion." The charafter, on 
account of his avowed aims and notorious pradices, given of this prince, was, ** That 
*' he was an irreconcilable enemy of the proteftant-religion, a parliament, and a virtuous 
*' woman." A known declaration of the duke of York, afterwards James IF. as ftrongly 
marked his defpotic principles and wifhes : for he was frequently heard to fay ; ** He had 
** rather reign one month as the king of France, than twenty years as his brother, the king 
" of England did." The Secret Hillory of the Reigns of King Charles 11. and King 
James 11. printed in the year 1690^ p. 134, 151, and 159. 

foment 
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foment contefts and heighten animofities. Some of the more inte- 
refting of thefe oppofitions and circumftances of importance conne<Sed 
with the returns at other times, it may be expedted, fhould undergo 
a review in an hiftory of the town. 

The gentlemen, whofe names ftand at the head of our lift, owed 
their feats in parliament to the management and influence of the crown. 
The long fitting of the penfionary parliament of 1661, while it 
tended to rivet on the people the chains of flavery, precluded the 
efforts of a contefted eledlion. The vigorous and diftinguifhing part 
taken in the eledtion of 168 1, by Mr. John Hucker, a fergemaker, 
eventually drew on him the fevereft effeds of royal indignation. He 
was a captain of foot in the duke of Monmouth's fervice, and was 
taken prifoner in the day of battle. Great interceffion was made for 
his life : but his having been a principal perfon in the management 
of eledlions was a bar to his pardon. In a letter to a friend, a little 
before his execution, he left this manly and proper vindication of 
himfelf in this refped. " As to eledtions of members of parliament, 
** I judge it my birthright, and therefore was induftrious in it : but I 
" hope never did (I am fure never intended) troublefomenefs to any 
** in it, but efpecially to my fuperiors. I had ever a venerable and 

due efteem of magiftrates, as the minifters of God, and they 

adminiftering an ordinance of God*." 

The illegal and cruel proceedings of judge Jeffries and of colonel 
Kirk naturally filled the country with terror, and made it eafy for 
the court to carry two gentlemen, favourable to their views. But in 
1690, being the firfl parliament of king William, two gentlemen 
were eledled, attached to the principles of the revolution : viz. Mr. 
Clarke and Mr. Speke. This Mr. Speke had efcaped from the 
kingdom, and fpent his time in travel, till the revolution ; a procla- 
mation having been iffued againft him, in the proceedings againfl the 
adherents to the duke of Monmouth. His family fuffered heavily 
for that caufe*. 

Mr. 

• Wcftern Martyrology, 5th edit. p. 215. and Locke's Wcftcrn RebelHoiu p. 2. 
t A proclamation was alfo ifTued againft George Speke, efq; the father of this gentleman, 
who paid looool, to be free from further perfecution. Charles Speke, efq; of London, the 

brother 
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Mr. Ckrke was the gentleman at whofc delire the great Mr. Locke 
wrote, and to whom he dedicated, his excellent treatile on education. 
The dedication concludes with a teftimony to the charadtcr of iVIr. 
Clarke, which will refledl lafling honour on his jnemory. *' My 
** affcftion to you,'* lays Mr. Locke, Ipeaking of his tratt, ** gave 
*' the firll rif;;^ to it, and I am pleafed that I can leave to pofterity 
" this mark of the friendfliip has been betwixt us. For I know no 
"greater pleafure in this life, nor a better remembrance to be left 
** behind one, than a long continued friendfhip with an honcji^ H^\}^h 
" and 'worthy man ^ and lover of bis country. 7th March, 1692." It 
doth credit to the town of Taunton, that fuch a man was its repre- 
fentative in feven parliaments : and it is a prefumption, that, during 
that period, a great number of the electors paid a juft regard to the 
moral and political condudt of their member, and were influenced by 
truly patriotic principles. He did not, indeed, regain his feat without 
oppolition. In the cleftion of 1695, there was a third candidate, 
Mr. Portman : and in 1698 four gentlemen offered themfelves to 
reprefent the borough ; the two who had been fitting members in 
the preceding parliament, and Henry Seymour PortnVan, efq; and 
Francis Hobart, efq; 

brother of the member, fuffered death at Ilminfter. He happened to be in the town when 
the duke of Monmouth pafled through it ; and it is faid, that he did no more than make 
obeir^nce to him ; which compliment the duke returned with fhuking him by the hand : 
and this, at his trial, was condrucd into an approbation of the rebellion. His family was 
obnoxious to the then ruling powers, for their oppofition to popery. I^Ie himfelf was proved 
to be a protedant diHenter. And great advantages were to be derived from the fale of a 
confici^rable place in the king*s bench, which he had purchafed, and which by his fall 
would be r>rfeited. "^rhefc confiderations had fo much weight, that no interccfTions for 
his life could prevail. When the major of the lirft regiment of guards afked judge Jeffries 
whether any fivour would be (hewn him ; he replied, *J No : his family owes a life : he 
** (hall die for his brother, who is guilty of being in the action ; but has elcaped.'* He 
was greatly elreemcd and beloved ; and his execution was accompanied with the tears and 
lamentations of the inhabitants of llminfter and the fpeclarors. He met his death, in ciic 
bloom of life, with pious fortitude and fubmiflion ; praying very fervently for near an 
hour and Tinging a pfalni, previoufly to the tying of the fatal knot. He often declared, 
** That the pains of the death before him were nothing tohisdcferts from God Almighty : 
** but as for what I am accufed of and fentenced for," he added, ** 1 hope you will believe 
•* I am not fo guilty as my judge and accufers have endeavoured to make me. If it had 
*' pleafed God, I Ihould have been willing to have lived fomc time longer ; but God's 
*• time being come, I am willing, I will be contented to drink this bitter cup oft.*' — 
Wcllcrn Martyrology, 5th edit. p. 187. and Locke's Weftern Rebellion, p. 6. note, 

L the 
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The diflblutlon of parliament, by the death of queen Anne, and 
the acceflion of George I. to the throne, brought on, at Taunton, 
and in many places, a violent conteft, between the parties into which 
the kingdom was then divided. The members returned by the 
mayor, as duly ele<Sed for this borough, were Sir Francis Warre, 
bart. and Henry Portman, efq; The number of votes for the former 
gentleman was ftated to be 637, and for the latter 635. The other 
candidates were William Pynfent and James Smith, efqrs. and the 
votes for each of them were reckoned at 381. 

William Pynfent and James Smith, efqrs. and their friends, were 
greatly diflatisfied with the condudt of the mayor, and petitioned againft 
his return. The petitions of the candidates, and of the inhabitants 
attached to their intereft, feverally fet forth, in general, the partiality of 
the returning-officer, in refuiing the votes of feveral perfons who had 
a right to vote, and offered the fame for the petitioners, and in admitting 
others to vote for Sir Francis Warre and Mr. Portman, who had no 
right fo to do : and that other corrupt, undue, and unwarrantable 
practices were made ufeofby Sir Francis Warre and Mr. Portman, and 
their agents, before, at, and fince the eleftion, to the great wrong and 
injury of the petitioners. 

The petition of the inhabitants particularly reprefented, that, by 
the illegal conduft of the mayor, the poll of the borough, which 
ufually in time paft had confifted of about 600, now amounted to above 
1000 : and that he refufed to grant a fcrutiny on the poll, though 
demanded by Mr. Pynfent and Mr. Smith, and frequently deiired by 
feveral of the petitioners. 

The counfel's brief formed on thefe petitions proceeded on the 
ancient conftitution of the borough, particularifed the illegal pradices 
complained of, and clafled, as well as afcertaincd, the number of votes, 
which the petitioners propofed to difqualify. 

With regard to the conftitution of the borough it was pleaded, that 
the borough of Taunton was a borough by prefcription, conlifting of 
fix tythings, viz. Eaft-ftreet, Fore-ftreet, North-ftreet, High-ftreet, 
Poles-ftrcet and Shuttern ; containing about 300 diftindl houfes and 
no more : and had fent two members to parliament for time imme- 
morial : 
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morial : and that the portreeves, before the town was incorporated by 
king Charles I. were the returning-officers. 

That fince that charier, and the charter of king Charles 11. (neither 
of which charters meddle with the right of cleftion) the mayors had 
returned the precept ; which power of returning the petitioners did 
not controvert: and that by thofe charters the corporation was ex- 
tended through the two whole parities of Taunton St. Mary Magdalen 
and Taunton St. James, which are large parifhes ; fo that the corpo- 
ration is very much larger than the borough. 

That the right of eleftion is in the inhabitants, potwallers, of the 
faid borough, not receiving alms nor living in alms-houfes, whether 
fettled pariftiioners or not: or whether they had certificates from 
other parifhes or not : and the right of eleftion had always ftood upon 
this footing, till the year 1 700 : when the inhabitants, under dif- 
charges or certificates, were firft denied to vote, on one fide : while, 
on the other fide, inhabitants, under the fame predicament, were 
received to vote, their difcharges being fuppreifed or refiifed to be 
produced*. 

The particular allegations of unwarrantable practices, fet forth in 
the petition, were, 

1 . That now, and at former eledions, many foreigners had been 
encouraged to come into the borough a (hort time before the eledlion, 
leaving their families and goods in other parifhes : that ten or twenty, 
of this defcription, had been in an houfe, where there had not been 
above two or three chimnies,and had polled, and as foon as the elections 
were over went away again. 

2. That previoufly to the eledion a number of poor men had been 
ftruck out of the pari (h- pay-roll, and maintained, by the bye, till the 
eledtion was over, and then entered in the pay-roll again. 

3. That licences had been taken away from inn- keepers and ale- 
houfe-keepers on account of their votes : that 4I. a piece had been 
paid for them again ; and fome were not yet reftored to them. 

4. That^fome had been rifen and others abated in their rates on 
account of their votes. 

♦ This was at a conteft between Sir Francis Warrc and Mr. Baker ; on Mr. Portman, 
who had been chofen both for Taunton and Wells, choofing to (land for the latter place. 

L 2 . 5. That 
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5. That fome had been threatened to be ftarved, in cafe their 
neceffities fhould oblige them to apply for parifli aid ; and others had 
been denied relief on cafual wants, 

6. That feveral, after the election, had been rewarded for their votes 
by pariih pay. 

7. That out of the fame.houfe, one vote had been refuLd, on the 
plea that the houfe was not in the borough ; and yet another admitted. 

8. That many had been made freemen, gratis, in oidcr to multiply 
votes. 

9. That, for the fame purpofe, ftrangers had been taken in and 
made parifliioners, and the parifh damnified thereby. 

10. That poor men had been rated to increafe the number of fcot 
and lot men on one fide and others on the other fide had been ftruck out. 

1 1 . That, at the time of the election, the mayor would not give the 
agents of the petitioners time to make objedions. 

The petition further alledged, that though above 1000 were ad- 
mitted to poll, at this eledlion, yet, on a narrow fcrutiny made into the 
whole parifli, by the fupervifors of the highways, there were not 1000 
houfekeepers in the whole parifli ; fior full 700 within the borough. 

The petitioners propofed to difqualify voters for the gentlemen 
returned as members, 

1. Of Minors and apprentices, 36 

2. Alms-men, ■ 30 

3. Out-livers, — 198 

4. Not houfekeepers, 107 

5. Charity -men, 129 

Total, 500^ 

The houfe received the preceding petitions, and proceeded to the 
hearing of the merits of the eledlion for the borough of Taunton, on 
Thurfday^ July 28, 1715. The petitions were read, and counfel on 
both fides were heard, and witneflTes were examined, concerning the 
right of election. After the counfel withdrew, 

Jt was refohedy That the right of election of burgefles, to ferve 
in parliament for the borough of Taunton, in the county of Somerfet, 

• From the petitions and the counfel's brief, communicated by Mr. Norris. 

is 
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Is in the inhabitants within the faid borough, being pot-walkrs, and 
not receiving ahm or charity*. 

The farther hearing of the merits of the election was then ad- 
journed until the Saturday mprning next. 

On ThurilL y, Auguft ii, the houfe proceeded : when the peti- 
tioners* couiif,) iniillcd upon the difquahfying fevcral pcrfons, who 
voted for the fitting members, on account of their having received the 
charities, c.ilied the Toivn-charity^ which is veiled in feoffees, and 
Mcredith^s charity : and a book was produced, wherein was entered 
the account of the difpolition of the town-charity. The counfel of 
the fitting members objected to the faid book being read as evidence. 
When the counfel, on both fides, had been heard and were with- 
drawn, 

// was refolvedi That the account of Ji'ffery Pyjing^ fteward and 
bailiff of the lands and tenements belonging to the town of Taunton^ 
in the county of Somerfety from Dec. 21, 171 3, to Dec. 21, 1714 
(inferted in a book entitled, Taunton ; An Account-book of the Profits 
of the Town- lands, 1683), although not allowed andfigned by the 
feoffees, be admitted to be read as evidence. 

The counfel were called in again, and Mr. Speaker acquainted 
them with the laid refolution. 

Then the petitioners' counlel proceeded to difqualify feveral perfons 
named in the faid account, as having received the faid charity money ; 
and alfo examined witnelfes to prove perfons having worn the cloaths 
given by Meredith's charity ^ and alfo to fome perfons coming into 
the borough by certificate : and alfo examined witnelfes to prove, that 
feveral perfons, who lived in the borough and were houfe- keepers and 
pot-wallers, offered to poll for the petitioners, but were refufed : and 
alfo to fome partial proceedings (as was infilled) of the mayor and 
Mr. Yard (who wasajullice of peace for the borough): after which 
the petitioners* counfel fummed up their evidence, and the counfel 
were directed to withdraw. 

The further hearing of the merits of the eledlion was then ad- 
journed till Saturday morning next. 

♦ Thefc terms will be found prccifcly defined by the houfe, when we come to the 
petition of P«pham and Halliday. 

Thurfday, 
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Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do attend thishoufe to-morrow 
morning, to amend the return for the borough of Taunton, in the 
county of Somerf^t, by razing out the names of Sir Francis Warre, 
bart. and Henry Portman, efq; and inferting the names of William 
Pynfent, efq; and James Smith, efq^* . 

The parliament, to which thefe gentlemen were thus, in confe- 
quence of their petition, returned, wiil be marked with cenfure in the 
Engliili hiftory : for, being eledcd to fit three, they palled an a<fl 
to continue their feats in parliament for fcvcn, years. This was a 
violation of the conftitution, and a fl:rctch,.if not a breach, of the truft 
invefted in them, which, in the cool and impartial judgment of futu- 
rity, the plea of ftate nccelfity will not be deemed to juftify. Tile 
effedf of it has been greatly to incrcafe the influence of the crown : 
and by rendering a feat in parlianicnr, in prcportion r.s it lengthens 
the term of enjoyment, a more important objecl: of oppolition, both 
on account of honour aiui cmoLuncnt, th.: evils ofcontclled eled:i-. 
ens, inftead of b^i.ig Ij-i* ii:'J., arj a'i;^ravatjd by it. 

The dilfolution of the li: ll fjpt'.!iini;.l parHament was followed with 
a new conteft. Th:^ can'JJd.ujs were George Dv^an, efq; of Pyrland, 
and GoodenoughEarl.% ef.| oflJarton, near Taunton; James Smith, 
efq; the laft litting member, a:iJ John Trenchard, efq; of Dorfctfhire. 
The numbers that voted at the eledtion, according to the mayor's poll, 



v/ere. For Mr. Trenchard, 432 
Mr. Smirh, 432 



Mr. Dean, 295 

Mr. E;.rk^ 289 



Mr. Trenchard and xMr. Smith, according to this ftatcmeiit of the 
poll, were returned reprefcntatives for the borough. The other 
gentlemen, Mr. Dean and Mr. Earle, demanded a fcrutiny, which 
was refull'd. They tlicn petitioned the houfe, complaining of tlie 
partiality of the mayor, aldermen, and body corporate ; profclling to 
difqualify 260 of the fitting members' voters, and to add to their 
own poll 66 perfons, whofe votes had been refufjd by the mayor-f-. 
But the petition did not come to a hearing, and the gentlemen re- 
turned kept their feats. 

* The copy of the jo irnal of the houfL* of commons, and determinations of the honour- 
able houfe of commons ccmcerning elections, communicated by Mr. Norris. 
j- The ciiij of the Taunton peiitiontrs, communicated bv Mr. Way. 

Mr. 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 8i 

Mr. Trenchard, defccndcd from an ancient and wealthy family of 
Boxworth, in the county of Dorfet, was the fon of Sir John Tren- 
chard, fecretary of Hate to king William III. He was born in 1669. 
He was defigned for the law and applied himfelf with great diligence 
to his proper ftadies, till he was called to the bar. He foon laid afide 
his profeffion, but gained great eminence of character, by his political 
writings and patriotic condudt. In 1698, aflifted by Mr. Moyle*, he 
publiflied a remarkable pamphlet, entitled, " An Argument ihewing 
'* that a rtanding Army is inconfiftent with a free Government ; and 
" abfolutely dcilrudive to the Conftitution of the Englifh Monarchy." 
This argument was further enforced by " A fhort Hiftory of (landing 
" Annies in England." Thefe pieces attra<3:ed attention, and by the 
conviction they carried with them, contributed greatly to the procuring 
a majority in the parliament, which obliged the king, though with 
the utmoft rclud:ance, to fend home his Dutch guards and reduce the 
army to a moderate ftandard. Several occafional pamphlets, as various 
flate occurrences arofe, came from his pen, and met with a refpedtful 
reception from the public. But his two moft diftinguiftied works 
were his " Cato's Letters" and " The Independent Whig." The 
object at which the former pointed was the adminiftration in ftate : 
the latter was directed againft the hierarchy of the church. They 
both made their firft appearance in the year 1720. The former after 
Mr. Trenchard's death, were collected together and publifhed under 
the title of*' Cato's Letters; or Effays on Liberty, civil and religious, 
and other important Subjedts :" in 4 volumes i2mo. The editor, 
in his preface recommends them to the public, as containing impar- 
tial lelfons of liberty and virtue, that will at all times be found 
feafonable and ufeful. Many papers of" The Independent Whig " 
were written, at Fleuke-houfe, Taunton, while Mr. Trenchard was 
there on* the buiinefs of his election. They alfo, after his deceafe, were 

• Mr. Moylc, the fon of Sir Walter Moyle, was born at his father's feat, near Loo, in 
Cornwall, 1672, and died in 1726. He was a gentleman of a very amiable private 
charader and po/Tcired of many excellent virtues : he had the caufe of civil and religious 
liberty fo much at heart, that he never omitted any fair opportunity of contributing to its 
fupport. His learning was deep and extenfive and his literary reputation was great abroad 
as well as at home. Britilh Biography, vol. VIII. p. 202, 226. 

M coUeded 
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coUeAed together and continued by his aflbciate, Mr. Gordon, a 
native of North-Britain : whom Mr. Trenchard firft took into his 
houfe as his amanuenlis : with whom he became united by the 
clofeft ties of friendfhip, by a kindred fpirit, by fimilar ftudies and 
united labours*. 

Mr. Trenchard, while he fat in the houfe, was a leading member^ 
but he wore out the fprings of life by intenfenefs of mind and 
clofe ftudy : for he died in the 55th year of his age, onth& i6th 
of December, 1723. The excellent virtues, which his private life dif- 
played, were united to an ardent concern for the intereft of mankind 
and of the Britifh nation and government. His name is handed down, 
in the pages of biography, as that of " one of the worthieft, one of the 
** ableft, one of the mod ufefulmen that ever adorned and bleffed his 
" country : his abilities were extraordinary, his virtues eminent, and 
" his failings few and inconfiderable-f-." 

The town of Taunton enjoyed the honour and fervices of fuch a 
reprefentative, as we have feen, only for a very (hort time : and foon 
found itfelf involved in the evils and feuds of an eled:ion conteft. 
On his deceafe, George Dean, efq; and Abraham Elton, efq; flood 
candidates for the borough. On which occafion there were two 
returns : one executed by the mayor, in favour of Abraham Elton efq; 
the other, by the conftable and bailiffs and feveral of the inhabitants, 
in favour of George Dean, efqj This lall was tendered to Walter 
Robinfon, efq; high flieriffof the county of Somerfet, who refufed to 
accept the fame, but accepted and executed the indenture of return 
offered by the mayor;];. 

• Mr. Gordon was the editor of two valuable and ufeful colledlions : the firft, entitled 
** A Cordial for low Spirits," in 3 volumes izmo. Thefecond, ** The Pillars of Prieft- 
" craft and Orthodoxy ihaken," in 2 volumes. Thefe have been fince re-publifhed, and 
the latter enlarged into 4 volumes, by the Rev. Mr. Baron. Mr. Gordon's capital work 
was the tranflation of Tacitus, with additional difcourfes. He was, for many years, firft 
commiflioner of the wine licences : he was twice married : his fecond wife was the widow 
of his great friend Mr. Trenchard, He died 1750, Briiiih Biography, vol. 8. p. 262, 263. 
note. 

t Britilh Biography, vol. VIII. p. 261 — 266. 8vo. 

J The conftable's petition to the commons of Great Britain, communicated by Mr. Way. 

The 
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The two fucceeding elections, by a coalition of parties, were peace- 
able. But the violence of party, or the views of intereft, or both, threw 
the town into tumult and confufion at the general eledtion of 1741. 
When Sir John Chapman, of London, baronet, and John Buck, of 
Biddeford, efq; were eledled in oppofition to Francis Fane, efq; the 
reprefentative in the two preceding parliaments, and Jofhua Ire- 
monger, of London, efq; who was a gentleman of eftabliflied reputa- 
tion for virtue and a llridt regard to religion*. But the virtues, 
which form the private charadler, and the integrity which diftinguifhes 
the member of parliament, have frequently too little weight in turning 
the fcale at eledllons. 

The parliamentary hiftory of Taunton prefents a period of unani- 
mity from 1 74 1 to 1754. The general eleftion, in that laft year, was 
conducted on the principles of a coalition. John Halliday, efq; one of 
the reprefentatives then chofen, had but a very tranfient enjoyment of 
his new dignity. His friends had formed great expe<ftations from the 
knowledge, experience, and integrity, with which he had, for years, 
difcharged the duties of one honourable and ufeful office in the nation : 
and promifed themfelves that he would have carried into a higher and 
more exteniive fphere, the fame adtivity of mind and the fame firm 
attachment to the caufe of religion and liberty, which he had ma- 
nifefted in a former poft. But death difappointed their hopes and 
buried his rifing honours in darknefs. He was returned the 1 5th of 
April, and died on the 9th of June following, without having taken 
his feat in the houfe-f-. 

The death of Mr. Halliday was followed with one of the fevereft 
contefts, that ever difturbed a town. The parliament being ad- 
journed, when Mr. Halliday died, a new writ was not iflued out, till 
the meeting of it in the winter. But two gentlemen foon declaring 
themfelves as candidates to reprefent the borough, the oppofition was 
fupported with fpirit for about half a year. A fpace of time, which 
gave full fcope for the difplay of every manoeuvre and the exertion of 
every power, by which the parties could countcradl each other's views. 

* Dr. Hughes's Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Iremonger, 1744, P* ^7> ^^' 
+ Dr. Amory's Funeral Sermon for John Halliday, efq; p. 22. 

M2 The 
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The houfcs of entertainment were kept open during all this time j by 
which a vaft expence was incurred : habits of idlenefs and licentiouf-. 
nefs were formed, to the great injury of families, and of the manu- 
fad:ory ; for orders could not be executed, but were returned : and the 
paflions, on each fide, were enflamed to that degree, that thj cledlion 
did not terminate without blood and the lofs of feveral lives. The 
candidate, whom the country party fupported, was Sir John Pole, 
bart. of Shute, in the county of Devon : the gentleman to whom the 
court party were attached, was, firft, Robert Webb, efq; a reprefenta- 
tive in a former parliament ; and, on his declining the contcft, they 
took up Robert Maxwell, efq; who was returned ; but, fo great was the 
rage of a difappointed mob, he was carried from the poll to his lodgings, 
at the great rifle of his life, which had a narrow efcape from their vio- 
lence. The mifchiefs of this election have left, in many minds, to 
this day, a painful remembrance ; and fliould teach future genera- 
tions the evils of a long and premature conteft. 

A like fcene of tumult and commotion was opening again in the 
year 1768. The candidates were lord Farnham and lord Thomond, 
in conjunction : and Edward Willes, efq; folicitor- general, and 
Alexander Popham, efq; Nearly as foon as the canvas was finiflied, 
Mr. Willes was made a judge, and to him fucceedcd, as a candidate, 
Nathaniel Webb, efq; The two lords, difgufted with fome perfi- 
dious treatment they had received, in the dcfertion of one of their 
principal friends and managers, retired from the conteft, and left the 
field to Mr. Popham and Mr. Webb ; who, without any obftrudlion, 
but from a temporary and faint oppofition, by Sir William Yea, bart. 
4Df Pyrland, were returned on the 1 8th of March. 

Mr. Popham, who now, for the firft time, had>a feat in the houfe, 
was of the family of Sir John Popham, the eminent and upright lord 
chief juftice of the king's bench, in the reign of queen Elizabeth. 
The caufe .of humanity owes him great obligations for hiis fliare in 
feveral public acts of parliament, of a benevolent tendency, of which 
he was the father; particularly for two, both paflcd in 1774; 
one, for preferving the health of prifoners in gaols, and the other, 
for aboliftiing the fees that had been taken from prifoners acquitted, 

or 
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cr difcharL^ed by proclamation for wantof profecution: who, by law, 
are pixt'unjed to be innocent, and are therefore under the protection 
and provifion of this adt, immediately, fet free on fuch acquittal or 
difcharge. Th.::re was a fingular circumftance attending thcfe bene- 
volent llalut'is; that Mr. Popham had occafion to call the late 
Mr. Howard to the bar of the houfe, to prove the ftate and condition 
of t!ie gaols, which he had then vifited in his neighbourhood, in 
ordtr to (h w the neceffity of the regulations recommended to parlia- 
ment. This firft introduced that philanthropilt to public notice, who 
received the thanks of the houfe for his extraordinary humanity; 
which encouraged. him to proceed in his humane exertions, and to 
carry his enquiries into the ftate of gaols, to the wonderful extent to 
which he afterwards purfued them. To Mr. Popham alfo the bene- 
ficiaries of Mr. Huifti's charity are indebted for the advance of their 
annuity to 2S. 8d. per week, the original appointment of the founder, 
from 2S. to which it had fallen : as arc all the felons in the diffe- 
rent prifons in the county of Somerfet for the addition of id. a day to 
the gaol allowance ; which originated from his motion as chairman to 
the quarter- feflions held at Bruton, 1783. 

The public, while this work is paffing through the prefs, are now 
waiting the iflue of a motion brought forward, this feflions of parlia- 
ment, by Mr. Popham, for a bill to amende and render efFetSual, the 
poor laws. " The objedls of which are, firft. To provide certain 
employment for poor labourers in hufbandry, who were pafled by in 
the ftatute of 43d of Elizabeth; wherein the legillaturc attended to 
the encouragement of trade, that was then in its infancy, and nothing 
elfe. Secondly, To allow the manufacturing labourer to follow his 
trade, as it (hall happen to fliift its fituation, without being inter- 
rupted by parifli-officers, or the danger of removal. Thirdly, To train 
the labourers in hufbandry to habits of ufeful induftry, to make them 
fond of home by kind treatment, to leflen their difpofition to migrate, 
and confequently the danger of contamination ; it being certainly true, 
that as far as vagrancy is prevented, the commiflion of crimes is pre- 
vented, and public morality is improved." The philanthropy, 
which diftinguifhes thefe meafures, is the beft encomium they can 

receive. 
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receive. The reprefentative, whoever he be, that avails himfelf of 
his feat in parliament, to eftablifh regulations fo effentially connedled 
with virtue and humanity ^ doth honour to the election of his confti- 
tuents ; and affords a ftriking document of the utility and importance 
of a vote for a member of parliament. 

At the next eleftion, Natlianiel Webb, efq; offered himfelf in con- 
junction with Edward Stratford, efq; under the countenance of the 
premier and with the fupport of the corporation : on the other fide 
, Alexander Popham, efq; and John Halliday, efq; appeared as candidates : 
which oppofition drew on a ferious and expenfive contefl : the final 
decifion of which received the award of a committee of the houfe. 
The proceedings of it are too interefling to be paficd over v/ithout a 
minute detail. 

Nathaniel Webb and Edward Stratford, efqrs. were returned re- 
prefentatives for the borough, the iSthof Odlober, 1774; againll which 
return Alexander Popham and John Halliday, efqrs. and fevcral in- 
habitants and eleftors of the borough of Taunton, lodged a petition 
with the honourable houfe of commons. On Friday the 24th of Fe- 
bruary, 1775, the committee was chofen*, and on Saturday the 

The committee confided of the following gentlemen : 



Frederic Montague, efq; chairman," 

Sir James Pennyman, bart. 

Abel Smith, efq;. 

Herbert Mackworth, efq; 

Hon. Charles Marfliam, 

Sir Watkin Williams Wynne, bart. 

Beaumont Hotham, efq; 

Sir Henry Bridgeman, bart. 

Francis Annefley, efq; 

Sir William Bagott, bart. 

Chriftopher Griffith, efq; 

Jacob Wilkinfon, efq; 

Anthony James Keck, efq; 



>^< 



Of the petitioners. 
Hon. Thomas Howard, 

Of the ft ting members, 
Vifcount Liiburne 

For the petitioners. 

Mr. Lee and Mr. Morris. 



Nominees. 



Higham-Ferrers. 

Beverley. 

Aldborough, Yorkfliire, 

Cardiff. 

Kent. 

Denbighfliirc. 

Wigan. 

Wcniock. 

Reading. 

StafFordfhire. 

Berkftiire. 

Berwick. 

Newton, Lancafliirc. 



}| 1 St. Michael, 
o* [^ Cardiganfliire. 



Counfel. 



For the fitting members. 
Mr. Gould and Mr. Hotchkin. 



.5th 
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25th of February it met: when the petitions were read, fetting 
forth*. That the Mayor had rejected many legal votes, which were 
tendered for the petitioners, and admitted many illegal votes for the 
fitting member;S. , 

That the petitioners were duly elected, by a great majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned. 

That the fitting members, previous to, and during, the eledlion, 
were guilty of bribery and corruption, by themfelves and agents. 

The laft determination of the right of efedtion in Taunton, 28th 
July, 1 7 1 ^-f, proves. That in the borough of Taunton there is a 
clear diftindlion between alms and charity ; which was admitted by 
the counfelon both fides. •' Alms" means parochial coUeftion, or 
parifli relief: •* Charity" fignifies fums arilihg from the revenue of 
certain fpecific funds, which have been eftablifhed, or bequeathed, 
for the purpofe of aflifting the poor. 

It was agreed on both fides, agreeable to the determination of the 
houfe, on the 27th of Augufl:, 171 5, on the petition then before it. 
That neither alms nor charity difqualify an elcdor in Taunton, unlefs 
they have been received within a year before the eledlion. 



♦ The petitions alfo brought forward fome fpecial charges again ft the mayor, namely. 
That, as returning officer, he had procured himlelf to be appointed mayor, to anfwer 
eledlion purpofes, and had, from unnecefTary adjournments, protradcd the poll from the 
10th of Odlober, when it began, to the i8th. 

It was admitted, by the counfel for the petitioners, that the mayor Vvas legally elefled : 
but a great deal of evidence was gone into, to (hew that he was not advanced to the 
mayoralty in regular rotation^ but hSd got into the office for the purpofe of promoting the 
intereftof the fitting members, and had a^cd as the petitions ftatcd, at the eledion. 

After a confiderable time had been fpent in hearing this fort of evidence; the chair- 
man, by the direftion of the committee, aflced the counfel, whether they wifhed to lay 
fuch a charge againft the returning officer, as might induce the committee to TcpoTt/pe- 
daily againft him ; or, whether they intended to affed the numbers on the poll, by any 
tindue a£l or adls of the returning officer. The anfwer to both queftions was in the ne- 
gative. They faid, they only meant to give 2i general idea of his partiality. The com- 
mittee, therefore, neither acquitted, nor condemned, the returning officer : but were of 
opinion, that the enquiry into his conduft was not ncceftary to the JeciHon of the merits 
of the cleftion, and confequently tva'ved fuch enquiry. Douglas' Hiftory of the Cafes of 
Controverted Elcftions, vol. I. p. 367 — 369. 

t Sec page -j-j. 

It 
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It was agreed, That a pot-waller* is a perfon who furnilhes his own 
diet, whether he be a houfekeeper, or only a lodger. 

And it was agreed. That, to be a pot- waller, qualified to vote at 
Taunton, it has always been underftood, both before and fince the 
determination, in 171 5, That fuch perfon muft have a legal parochial 
fettlement in the borough. The counfel for the fitting members 
thought, that gentlemen of fortune were excepted out of this rule -, 
but there does not feem to be any principle on which fuch a diflinc- 
tion can be fupported. 

The counfel for the petitioners faid. That the journals of the houfe 
have recognized, that apprentices cannot be pot- wallers qualified to 
vote. 

The numbers on the poll, as produced by the returning officer, 
were as follows : 

For Nathaniel Webb, efq; - 260 

The Hon. Edward Stratford, 240 

John Halliday, efq; - 202 

Alexander Popham, efq. - 201 

The counfel for the petitioners propofed to difqualify of the voters 

for the fitting members. 

As having received the town charity 114 

churchwarden's cliarity 2 

As Chelfea penfioners " " 3 

As not having fettlements in Taunton - 1 9 

As notanfwering the definition of pot- wallers 15 or 16 
As certificate men - - 2 or 3 

As apprentices - .. - -2 



As bribery agents 



Total 



159 

If 



• Before the reformation th^ire was in every pariih a church-houfe, to which belonged fpits, 
pOi5» crocks, &c. for ctrr.fllag prcfvifions. Here the houie-kecjM'rs met and were merry and 
gave their charity. Ste H-lt's characters of the kings rnd queens of Enjjland, vol. If. p. 180. 
Query, wheth *r this cuilom doth not point out the origin and the prccife idea of the political 
diltindUon of rank im^jlicd by the word pot- waller, h^ this cuftoin it became a vifiblc 

chara^eriflic 
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If they fucceeded in this, they faid there would remain a clear 
majority for the petitioners : but that, at all events, for they did 
not forefee what objedtions there might be to their own votes, they 
would prove the charge of bribery fo diredtly and palpably, as to dif- 
qualify the fitting members and make the election void as to them. 

In the courfe of the caufe it was fettled, that Cbelfea fenjioners 
migbt vote. 

Pofterior to the determination in 1715, in the pfogrefs of the fame 
caufe, it was made an objeftion to certain voters, that they were cer- 
tificate-men. From this circumftance the counfel for Mr. Haliiday 
and Mr. Popham inferred, that it was underftood, at that time, that 
fuch perfons were not entitled to vote : and, after fome argument, it 
was agreed by the counfel for the fitting members, that, by the lex 
hciy certificate-men cannot vote for this borough. 

The counfel for the fitting members endeavoured to prove fraud in 
the diftribution of the charities, with a view to eledlion purpofes ; and 
they brought witnefl!es to impeach the credit of thofe who had given 
pofitive evidence of bribery, by the agents of the fitting members. 

On their part they propofed to difqualiiy of the votes for the 
petitioners. 

On account of the town and Meredith's charities - 2 
As having received alms, and the town charity • i 
On account of the town charity, and having no fettlcment 7 
As having received the town charity, though their names 
were not entered in the conftable's book, who is the 
perfon appointed to difl:ribute that charity - 3 

As being the turnpike-man - - j 

As having no fettlement - -, - 7 

As not anfwering the definition of pot- wallers • 7- 
As certificate-men • - - 3 

Total - 3T" 

charaderiflic of a fpecific ability and independence attached to thofe who furniftied their own 
provifions ; in oppofition to thofe who eat of the food of others as fervants, or partook of it» 
as beneficiaries. The cuflom probably afofe from the fcarcity of chimnies^ as houfes were 
built with only one 6re place. In early times this, diltindion might carry great weight and 
refped in it, on accoun^ of the fcarcity of money and the prevalence of a (late of villainage^ 
which would render a gift of victuals a valuable kiad of alms, and make a power of providuig 
Iheir own table to be confidered as a degree of opulence. 

N They 
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They alfo endeavoured to prove bribery on the petitioners. 

The caufe lafted from the 24th of February to the i6th of March. 
On that day the committee, by their chairman, informed the houfc 
that they had determined : 

That John Halliday, efq; and Alexander Popham, efq; were 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned*. 

This determination gave great fatisfadlion to the country, as well 
as to that part of the town, who had aflerted their own privileges 
againft the combined influences of the minifter and the corporation. 
On the 1 6th of March Mr. Halliday and Mr. Popham made their 
public entry into Taunton, accompanied by a great number of gen- 
tlemen ; forming a cavalcade of near a thou^d horfe and many 
coaches. They alighted at the bottom of the parade, and walked, 
under a triumphal arch, up to the market-houfe, where an enter- 
tainment was provided in the aflembly-r9om : the day was fpent with 
great joy and convivialityf- ; and concluded with a crowded afTembly 
and general illumination. 

The occafion indieed was Angular ^ and the grounds of joy, con- 
fidered in a conftitutional view, juft : and, to the members, and thofe 
other gentlemen J, who, animated by patriotic principles, were par- 
ticularly active in fupporting the. petition, public gratitude was due 
for their exertions at that feafon. 

It would be the dignity of all bodies corporate to confine themfelves 
within their peculiar province, which is the adminiftration of juftice, 
and the maintenance of a good police. Neither the conftitution of 
the nation, nor that of fuch a borough as Taunton, invefts them with 
any fpecific prerogatives in eledlions : but there they are on a level 
with any other townfmen and fellow-citizens. As to the interference 
of the minifter at an eledion, inftead of being fought to give weight 
to a party, it ought to be rejedted and oppofed as inimical to our con- 
ftitution and liberties ; as tranfgrefling the bounds of his province, 

♦ Douglas' Hiftory of the Cafes of Controverted Elcftions, vol, !• p. 366—375. 

f From a memorandum communicated by Mr. Norris. 

J Poftcrity (hould know their names : amongft others Mr. John Norman » Mr. Jofeph 
Melhttiih> Mr. John Clitfome grocer, Mr. Jofejph Jeffries, Mr. Luke Noble, and Mr. John 
Noble will be particularly remembered, for their rigour and zeal in the public caufe, at dhat 
lime. 

and 
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and converting the power, ^ich the people poflefs in the right of elec- 
tion, to controul the crown, into an engine of effecting the views and 
fpreading'the influence of the crown, to their own injury, if not ruin. 
Yet the writer of this has heard a new-eleftcd reprefcntative, led away 
by grounded efteem and partial friendftiip, addrefs the court, after the 
clofe of a poll, in a panegyric on the minifter of the times ; as if he 
he had been eledted to aft as bis fervant, rather than the deputy of 
the people, to watch and protedl their rights. 

The eledtion, of which we are fpeaking, brought after it ferious 
confequences. It was followed by various aftions for bribery, and the 
mayor, at the fuit of each member, was profecuted for a falfe return : 
on one he was acquitted ; and on the other convidted : he was alfb 
convidted on an a<aion for refufing the vote of a reputable houfe- 
keeper, who, at the time, was alfo church- warden, on the plea of 
having before admitted to poll a partner in the fame houfe, and having 
laid it down as a rule to receive only one vote out of the fame houfe. 
Such adlions muft be confidered as important ; becaufe they tend to 
guard the invaluable rights of eledion, and teach a leflbn of great 
caution and impartiality to returning officers. 

The contefls, that have arifen fince this great one, have fcarcely 
been attended with more evils than a temporary buftle. At the ge- 
neral ele<ftion in 1780, the candidates were, Alexander Popham, efq; 
John Halliday, efq; and John Roberts, efq; afterwards General Ro- 
berts, who had been the mayor in 1 774. Mr. Popham declining to 
ftand the poll, the other two gentlemen were of courfe returned. In 
1 782, the death of General Roberts brought on another eledtion : when 
Sir James Langham, bart. and Mr. (now Sir Benjamin) Hammet, 
offered themfelves to re'prefent the borough : and the latter was eledted. 
In 1784, a fudden diflblution of parliament renewed the ftruggles of 
eledtioneering. The candidates at Taunton were, Alexander Popham, 
efq; Benjamin Hammet, efq; and John Halliday, efq; The laft of 
thefe gentlemen now judging fit to retire before the poll began, the 
other two refumed their feats in the houfe. 

Since this work went to the prefs, the diiTolution of parliament 
brought on, with a new election, a fpirited conteft. The candidates 

N 2 were 
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were, on one fide. Sir Benjamin Hammet and Alexander Popham^ 
efq; the reprefentatives of the town in the preceding parliament j 
and, on the other fide, John HalUday and William Mprland, cfqrs. 
The poll opened on June the 28th, 1790, and did not clofe till the 
13th of July, having lafted fourteen days; and having been carried 
on, by the mayor, with unremitting afliduity, for every day, except 
Sundays, from nine in the morning till feven o'clock, or later, in the 
evening. At the clofe the numbers were found to be, for 



John Halliday, efq; Z39 
William Morland, efq; 1 8 3 



Sir Benjamin Hammet 291 

Alexander Popham, efq; 257 

Upon which the two firfl: gentlemen were declared duly eledledw 

The conteft, however, did not terminate here ; but was refumed, 

and followed up by petitions, lodged with the houfe of commons on 

the I ft of December : one from the unfuccefsful candidates, and the 

other from fix electors, complaining of an undue eledtion and return 

for the borough. On the 4th of December, an order was made, for 

taking the faid petitions into confidcration on Thurfday the 24th of 

February, 1791. On the 1 6th of December, the fpeaker acquainted 

the houfe, that the petitioners, the candidates and eledors, had not, 

nor had either of them, entered into a recognizance in refpedl of fuch 

petitions, according to the direction of an adt, made in the 20th 

year of the reign of his prefent majefty, entituled, ** An Ad: for the 

** further Regulation of the Trials of Controverted Eledions, or Re- 

** turns of Members to ferve in Parliament." Upon this the faid aft, 

on a motion of the houfe, was read ; and the orders for taking the 

fame petitions into confidcration were difcharged*. 

A review of the eledtion contefts which divide our boroughs into vio- 
lent parties, interrupt the friendly intercourfes of life, raife the paflions 
of men intoaviolentand unmanageable ferment, fandion, orare thought 
to fandion, tricking, diflionefty and opprefiion, introduce idlenefs and 
debauchery and a general diflblutenefs of manners, and often termi- 
nate, not only in falfehood and a breach of promifes, but in perjury : 
A review of contefts, produdive of fuch immoralities and evils, may 
fpmetimes tempt a cenfiderate perfon to wifh, that no town enjoyed 
the privilege of fending members to parliament. But it fliould be 

* Frpm the votes of the houfe, for the i6th of December, 1790. 

confidered. 
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confidered, that the privilege, though it be abufed, is moft impor- 
tant ; that the exijience of national Jreedom dependeth upon it ; that 
great as are the evils, which it often gendereth, they are local and 
temporary, much owing to the reprefentation of the nation being fo 
partial and unequal, to the long duration of parliaments, and to the 
want of further regulations with refpedt to tne expences and modes of 
elcdlion, and the period of canvaffing. But did not the power of eleft- 
ing members of parliament exift, the evil would be national and per- 
manent ; perpetual defpotifm would be the confequence. ^I cannot con- 
clude this chapter with a more pertinent and interefting leflbn, than 
what is contained in the following " ftriking paflage from Mezeray^ 
** the great hiftorian of France ; and which, being related as part of 
*' a converfation with the celebrated Hampdeny is doubly remarkable, 
** from the contraft between the ancient and very recent ftate of 
*' that kingdom, and the fatality that attended the patriot, to whom it 
'* is addrefled : 

'* We had once in France, faid he, the fame happinefs and the 
*' lame privileges which you have : our laws were made by reprefen- 
" tives of our own chufing : our money was not taken from us, but 
" by our own confent : our kings, like yours, were fubjedl to law 
" and reafon. But now, alas ! we are miferable, and all is loft. 
'* Think nothing, fir, too dear to maintain the precious advantages 
** you have over us ; and, if there be occafion, venture your life, 
" your eftate, and all that you have ; rather than fubmit to the mifcfj- 
** able condition to which you fee us reduced*/' 

• The General Evening Poft, from Nov. 19, to Nov. 21, 1789. 
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CHAP- IV. 



On the trade, manufaSlures, and navigation of Taunton, 



THIS town has been noted for its woollen manufadory, in 
which it carried on, for a number of years, a very large and 
cxtenfive trade. Its trade may be traced back for four hundred and 
fifty years, to the reign of Edward III. to whofe wife counfels belongs 
the glory of firft bringing the woollen manufedtories into this king- 
dom. Previoufly to his reign, though England was femous for the 
growth of wool, it does not appear, that the people knew how to 
make it into cloth, unlefs a very coarfe kind cdWtA freezes. Our 
wool was exported into the Netherlands, and enriched that country : 
which gave occafion to the inftitution of the order of the Golden 
Fleece^ by the duke of Burgundy. The king availed himfelf of the 
<jpportunity which offered, through the increafing intercourfe between 
the two countries, in confequence of his marrying the daughter of 
the earl of Hainault, to fend over, without fufpicion, emiffaries to 
the Netherlands, to ingratiate themfelves with the Dutch labourers. 
Every allurement was thrown out to this clafs of men, who, in their 
own country, earned, with hard labour, a poor and fcanty maintenance, 
to invite them to tranfport themfelves and their art to England. On 
the fair profpedl of living in a fuperior ftile, enjoying a proportional 
profit of their labour, and forming conjugal connexions with the beft 
families, numbers came o^er ; bringing with them their tools and 
their trade. Royal protections were granted to encourage their fettle- 
ment. One was given by the king, at Lincoln, the 23d of July, 1 33 1, 
to John Kemp, of Flanders, a weaver : and a like protection was af- 
forded. 
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forded, by the king, at Wcftminfter, the 3d of May, 1 336, to fifteen 
weavers, of Zealand, who came here to exercife and teach their art. 
One, who fettled in Gloucefterfhire, and was peculiarly eminent, as 
a clothier, had the furname of JVebb given him by the king. 

The perfons, who left the Netherlands, coming feveral from one 
part, and feveral from another, made no fenfible want of hands in 
their own country : but coUedted together here they formed a great 
number. It was judged beft, in order to prevent, on any difcontent, 
a general refolution of , returning, and to difFufe the benefits of their 
art over the kingdom, to difperfe them into different and remote coun- 
ties : that they might eftablifh, in each, different manufadtories. The 
making of fuflLins was fet up in Norwich ; of baize at Sudbury, in 
Suffolk ; of fayes and ferges at Colchefter, in Eilex ; of broad cloths in 
Kent; of kerfies in Devonfhire ; of cloth in Worcefterfliire and Glou- 
cefterfhire J of Welch freezes in Wales ; of cloth at Kendal, in Weft- 
moreland ; of Halifax cloths in Yorklhire ; of cloth in Hampfhire, 
Berkfhire, and SufTex; and of ferges at Taunton. The manufactory 
was greatly promoted by the difcovery of fuller's earth, of fuperior qua- 
lity to any in Europe, A new acceffion of foreigners, and the ad- 
vancement of the woollen trade in England, were the confequences, 
in another period, of the cruelties of the duke of Alva ; whole tyranny 
drove over more Dutchmen to fettle in this country*. 

The woollen manufiiftory, fince it vv^as introduced and eftablifhed 
in this country, and became the ftaple trade of the kingdom, 
hath fuffered great changes and fluftuations. The virars of the em- 
peror, Charles V. occafioned, in the reign of Henry VIII. a great 
ftagnation of trade. The merchants could not venture into Spain for 
near a twelve month ; and the goods fent, fi-om the different coun- 
,ties, to Blackwell-hall for lale, found np vent : few or no merchants 
were difpofed to purchafe, their warehoufes being filled with cloths 
lying on hand. The labourers, of confequence, were thrown out 
of employ ; and great difcontents arofe, efpecially in Sufifblk, where 
they would have fallen into fome riotous adts, if the duke of Nor- 

* Afta Repa; or an Account of the Treaties inRyner's Foedera^ yoI. I. Svo. p. 195, 
and Foller'i Church Hiftory, b. 111. p. iii, 112. 

folk 
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folk had not wifely appeafed them. The merchants were fum- 
moned to appear before cardinal Wolfey, who, in the name of the 
king, reprimanded them in an angry tone, for not purchafing the 
goods brought to market ; and threatened them, that his majefty 
would open a new mart at Whitehall, buy of the clothiers, and fell 
again to foreign merchants. To which menace one of them perti- 
nently replied ; " My lord, the king may bye them as well at Black- 
•** well-hall, ifitpleafe him, and the ftraungers will gladlier receive 
" them there than at Weftminfter." " You fhall not order that 
** matter," faid the cardinal, " and I (hall firft fend into London to 
^' know what clothes you have in your hands, and that done, the 
'* king and his counfel (hall appoint who fhall bye the clothes, I 
^* warrant you." With this anfwer the Londoners departed*. 

For a time this interference of the cardinal raifed the fpirits of the 
manufadturers, and the price of goods advanced. But, as it fhewed 
the ignorance of the king concerning the nature of trade, fo it had 
only a temporary efFecft. The foreign caufes, which influenced the 
market, ftill exifting, the price of cloths again fell, and the mer- 
-chants were folicited to become purchafers. 

After this the woollen manufactory revived : and the trade between 
England and the Netherlands (if we may believe Cambden) amounted, 
in his time, to above twelve millions of gold ducats. But, in 1564, 
it was aknoft entirely funk. This was owing to the artifice of car- 
dinal Granville, who had perfuaded the governefs of the Netherlands 
to prohibit the importation of Englifli cloth. This led the Englifti 
to fettle a cloth ftaple at Embden, in Eaft-Friefland. But, by the 
influence and management of a newambaflador from Spain, the two 
nations were reconciled : and it was agreed, that the treaty of com- 
merce, made in the time of Maximilian L called inter curfus magnusp 
ihould be obferved on both fides. -f- 

New encouragement and fupport was aflForded to the woollen ma- 
jnufeitory, in 1622, by a commiflion which paflTed the 21ft of Ofto*- 

♦ Grafton's Chronicle, vol. II. p. 1167, 68. 
-J Adla &egia« vol. IV. p. 71. 

bcr. 
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ber, for re-eftablifhing it*. But the fources of commerce lie deeper, 
than in the language and promifes of adts of ftate and national ordi- 
nances ; and muft be fought in the wants of mankind, and the free- 
dom of their mutual intercourfes. For, fhortly after this, in 1639, 
fpiesfent, from Scotland, to difcoverthe ftate of things in this kingdom, 
found in all the country great complaints of the decay of trade : thofe 
who were concerned in the different branches of it, from the farmer 
to the merchant, mutually carting the bb me of it on one another : 
when it arofe from the obftruftions to traffic, which the civil diflen- 
tions of the times, and the troubks in Scotland, occalioned-f*. 

Some years after this, the war with Spain, breaking out in 1665, 
operated greatly to the difcidvantage of the woollen bufinefs. Before 
this, we find, thit Taunton ferges were in great reputation and de- 
mand, as fliihionable wearing, being lighter than cloth, and yet 
thicker than many other ftuffs. But fuch was theeffedlof that war, 
that " trade," fays my author, ** long fince complained of to be 
** dead, is now lamented generally as buried, though hereafter it may 
** have a refurredlion;}:." 

This hope was, afterwards, rcalifed : for trade revived j and was 
carriciLl to a great extent, after our civil diftraftions were compofed. 
William III. gave his utmoft countenance to every undertaking, that 
promifed its advancement ; feveral amendments were made, and many 
ufeful manufadlories were eftabliftied§. By the year 1704 trade arofe 
in Taunton to a very flourifhing height : for we are told, that 8500 
perfons were weekly employed in making its cloths||. The popula- 
tion of this town, about that period, was fo great and rapid, that it 
was called the nurfery for queen Anne's wars : but the number of its 
inhabitants would fcarcely have been fo confiderable, had not the 
ftate of trade been profperous. 

The circumftance which gave Taunton the advantage, in point of 
manufactory, invited clothiers to fettle in it, and drew on it the envy 

• Afta Regia, vol. IV. p. 319. 

t The Scots-Scouts Difcoveries, by their London Intelligencer, in Morgan's Phoenix 
Brilannica, vol. I. p. 460. 

X Fuller's Worthies of England, p. 18, 19. 

§ Gee on Trade and Navigation; anew edition, 1767, p. 30, 31. 

II Chambcrlaync's Prefent State of England, p. 2j, 

O of 
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of other towns, was the peculiar tenure of its eftates. For every 
mortgage being entered in the caftle books, which was a fecurity 
againft frauds, money could be borrowed there, above an hundred 
years ago, at 5I. per cent,* 

Since this, nay, within thefe 60 years, the manufactory hath under- 
gone great changes : of this the different fums, which the receivers 
for the county, at different periods, contracted to fupply the town 
weekly, afford a proof. From 1727 to 1734 the cafli delivered, on 
contract, to the tradefmen, for bills of exchange, amounted to 1 500I. 
per week : and the trade feldom produced, at the fame time, lefs than 
500 moidores from Falmouth. For 10 years, from 1734 to 1744, 
there was not more than about 300I. cafh delivered weekly : and, for 
the next feven years, from 1744 to 175 1, it did not amount to more 
than 200I. per week-f*. The trade of Taunton is now reduced to a 
low ebb. Houfes in the fuburbs have fallen into ruins and been dc- . 
ftroyed; and the number of inhabitants greatly decreafed : while the 
woollen manufactory, in other places, and in the north particularly, has 
flourifhed. The decay of it, here, muft be therefore fought in caufes, 
that have had a local operation. Contefted elections, by no means 
friendly to induftry, muft have proved particularly prejudicial to a trade, 
which, at times, could admit of no delay, in the execution of orders 
for goods, that muft be ready for the failing of fliips, and the leafons 
of foreign fairs. The mifchief of their influence, in this refpeCt, 
was particularly felt in the continued and violent oppofition of the 
year 1754. The demand for its goods was then great; but through 
the idlenefs and debauchery of the feafon it could not be anfwered. 
The orders being returned to the merchants, were fent, for execu- 

* Yarranton's England's Improvement, by Sea and Land, 1677. *' The manor of 
Tauntot: Dean, in Somer/etjhire,^^ fays this author, " is under a rcgifter, and there the land 
is worth 23 years purchafe, although but a copyhold manor ; and, at any time, he that 
hath lool. a year in the manor of Taunton, may go to the caftle and take up 2000I. upon 
his lands, and buy llufFs with the money, and go to London and fell his ftnfFs, and return 
down his moneys, and pay but 5I. in the icx) for his moneys, and difcharge his lands. 
This is the caulc of the great trade and riches about Taunton Dean* (O happy Taunton 
Dean!) What gentleman can do thus with free-lands? No, it is not worth 16 years 
purchafe all England over, one place with another; and, if not timely put under a re- 
giUcr, it will come to 12 years' purchafe before long." P. 27, and alfo p. 31, 34, 100, 
109. 

f On the information of Mr. Partridge. 

tion. 
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tion, to other towns ; with which, the intercourfe, being thus 
opened, was continued. The high price of labour affixed to fome 
particular articles, at the firft invention, though then an encourage- 
ment to ingenuity and induftry, eventually has operated to the gene- 
ral detriment of trade. It furniihed fome of the more careful and pro- 
vident labourers with the means of becoming manufadturers them- 
felves ; and of fetting up looms in their own houfes : and the number 
of competitors was greatly multiplied : who, not having capitals, 
that would enable them to give credit, and to carry on bufinefs with 
eafe, were obliged, by abatements on the price, to procure a fpeedy 
return for their goods. The value of the articles being thus reduced 
at market, a redu6tio 1 of wages neceflarily followed. This could 
not be effedted without warm ftruggles between the different clafTes 
of manufacturers : nor, when carried, without bringing on a cor- 
ruption of the quality of goods, which muft fink their eftimation in 
foreign markets. The tafte of thofe markets has alfo changed ; and 
a preference, at them, is given, to woollen goods of a different kind; 
or rather to the various articles of the cotton manufactory. But the 
decline of the Taunton trade muft be alfo afcribed, in a great degree, 
to the advantage which the manufacturers in the north have derived, 
over us, from the introduction and ufe of fpinning machines: which 
would have been peculiarly ufeful here, not only to fecure the exaCt 
and true execution of this part of the trade, but to fupply the wants 
of hands for conducting it, which, for a number of years, was very 
fenfibly felt. 

To thefe caufes, it is conceived, may be traced the decline of the 
trade of this town. Some of them, at leaft, will, fooner or later, af- 
feCt other places and other manufactories. Whether the wifdom and 
activity of any fpirited perfons can do away their effeCts on Taunton, 
muft be left for time to fhew. 

It is, however, a pleafure to one who feels an attachment to its 
intereft, to refleCt, that, though its woollen manufactories have de- 
clined, the town has not wholy loft its weight and importance, as a 
town of trade. The populoufnefs and fertility of the country around 
it muft continue to keep up its markets, and to preferve its internal 
commerce. And fome new fources of trade have alfo opened in it. 

O2 Its 
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Its navigation demands, in this refped:, particular notice. The 
firfl:, who formed the public fpirited fcheme of rendering the river 
Tone navigable, was John Mallet, efq; of Enmore, the laft heir 
male of a very ancient and refpedlable family, which had formerly a 
feat there, and of whom Thomas Mallet was flieriif of the county of 
Soinerfet in the 1 8th of queen Elizabeth*. In the 1 3th of Charles I. 
a commiflion, under the great feal, was granted to John Coventry, 
efq; and other gentlemen, to treat and compound with all the owners 
of mills, lands, and tenements, that compenfation might be made for 
fuch fliares and parts of their property near the river, which Mn 
Mallet would want for making the river navigable from Bridgwater 
to Taunton, and from thence lo Bradford -bridge : this work was un- 
dertaken, and all perfons concerned were fatisfied, at the fole expence, 
and out of the eftate of Mr. Mallet : and a warrant, to be palfed 
into a patent, was alfo granted, by the king, to fecure to this gentle- 
man the quiet enjoyment of the navigation which he had effected. 
Mr. Mallet left one daughter, who married John Vv^ilmot, the 
celebrated and laft earl ofRochefter, and carried the great eftate of 
the Mallets into that family. This lady had only three daughters-}-: 
Anne Wilmot, afterwards married to Francis Grevilie, efq; fon and 
heir apparent to the right honourable Foulke lord Brooke ; Eliza- 
beth Wflniot, afterwards countcfs of Sandwich ; and Mallet Wil- 
mot, who became lady vifcountefs Lift)urne. Thcfc ladies, as the 
warrant granted to their grand- father, by fome negledt or other- 
wife, mifc*-rricd, obtained from Charles II. while they were unmar- 
ried, letters patent, dated the'6th day of November, in the 36th year 
of his reign, granting to them, their heirs and affigns, to their own 
ufe, v/ithcut any account whatfoever, the fole navigation of the faid 
river, as far as Ham-mills, and no farther; and the full and only be- 
Ticfit ai^. J advantage thereof in the moft ample manner. 

In the year 1698, fome gentlemen of the tov/n of Taunton, to 
the number of thirty, formed the ufeful fcheme of making and com- 
pleting the navigation of the river Tone from Bridgwater to Ilam- 

* Shaw's Tour to the Well ofEngland, in 1788, p. 331. 
t Shaw's Tour, p. 331. 

mills, 
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mills, and from thence to the town of Taunton , and entered into a 
mutual agreement to apply for an aft of parliament to effeft the fame, 
and to purchafe of the countefs of Sandwich, the lady vifcountcfs Lif- 
burne, and the lady Anne Greville, all their rights in the navigation of 
the river. A transfer of them was accordingly rhade by thefe ladies 
and their hulbands, by a deed, bearing date the 4th of March, in the 
1 oth year of the reign of king William, to John Friend, gentleman, 
in truft, who was one of thofe that engaged in this undertaking. 
The fum of three hundred and thirty pounds was paid for this pur- 
chafe*. And, in the parliament of the loth and i ith years of the 
reign of William III. an aft was obtained to empower 30 gentlemen, 
under the name of confer v a tor s^ to open, make, and keep navigable 
the river Tone, from the town of Bridgwater to Ham- mills, and 
from thence to the town of Taunton ; and to authorize them to col- 
left tolls to fupport theexpences of making and preferving the navi- 
gation, and to entitle them tq an intereft of 61. per cent, for all the 
monies they fliould lay out in the undertaking-f-. 

The clerk of the peace is to be paid 2S. 6d. for recording the fame 
accounts. The juftices of the county, at the quarter- feflions, held 
at Bridgwater, 1710, palled an order: ** that any trader on the 

river 

• On the authority of papers and deeds belonging to the confervators of the river Tone. 

f An abllradofan a6l, for making the river Tone navigable from Eridgwattr to Taunton, 
pr.flcd in the i oth and i iih years v{ William HI. 

The powers, inverted by this a6l in the confervators, extend to the clcanfing, fcouring, 
opening, making, and keeping navigable the river Tone, from the town of Bridgwater tx) 
liam-mills, and from thence to Taunton : and, for this purpofe, the aft authorizes them to 
dig the banks of the river, or other llream and ditch adjoining to it, to cut away the roots 
of trees, and to remove every impediment — to cut a new channel, if there be occafion — to 
cut, fcour, or open, any other ftream or water coiirfe, that may be convenient — to ercft 
bridjyes, wharfs, wears, locks, turnpikes, pens, andother works — to lay and woik materials 
on the banks— -and to lay out a path on both fides of it. 

The powers of the aft further authorize the boatmen to ufe cattle for drawing up the vef- 
fels, &c. and to have, in convenient places, winches andother engines for that purpofe. 

The confervators are inveftcd with their trull for life, except that any one may be re- 
moved, by a major part of the whole number, for milbehaviour ; and when the rurnbir is 
reduced to 20, they are dircfted to choofe other perfons to make up the number 30. I'hcy 
are authorized to receive and hold any lands in fee, or for any othei- eflate or term, and any 
gifts and legacies of goods, chattels and money : and conveyance of the fame may be made 
to them without licence t) alien in mcrimain. A committee of five is made fulScient toany 
tranfaftion relative to the ends of the bill, and to make contrafts under their hands and fcals, 
w^ich Ihall bind all the confervators. 

The 
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river Tone fliould be at liberty, from time to time, and At convenient 
and feafonable times, to view and infpedt the accounts of the con- 

fervators : 

The tolls, appointed by the adt, are, on every weigh* of coals, in any veflel paffing from 
Bridgwater on or towards Ham-mills, 4d. and for every ton of other goods, 2d. and in pro- 
portion for any ereater or lefTer quantity ; to be paid and received at Knap- bridge. On 
every weigh of coals, from Ham-mills to or towards Taunton, a further toll, to be ap- 
pointed from time to time by the confervators, or the major part'of them, not exceeding 4s. 
and, on every ton of goods, a toll not exceeding zs. to be paid at Coal-harbour. On every 
ton of goods paffing down the river to or towards Bridgwater, a toll not exceeding is. to 
be paid and re9eived at the fird lock next to Taunton. On refufal or default of payment of 
thefc tolls, the confervators, by themfelves, or their agents, arc empowered to arreft the 
boats, with all their tackle, coals, and goods, till the duties be fully anfwcred. 

The limitations, to which the proceedings on this aft are fubjefted, oblige the converfators, 
previouily to doing the things authorized by it, for making the river navigable, to contrail 
according to the manner it prefcribes, for any lofs or damage any perlons or body cor- 
porate or politic, may fuftain by the fame. They are required to keep a true perfed ac- 
count of all receipts and difburfements, to make up the fame yearly to the 24th of June, 
and to lay them, with their vouchers, at the next enfuing general quarter-feffions of the 
peace for the county of Somerfet, before the bi(hop of Bath and Wells, and the ju dices of 
the county for the time being, or any five of them, to be examined, on oath, and to be dated, 
corredted, and allowed by them ; a duplicate of the accounts figned by any five or more of 
them, it is enadted, (hall be tranfmitted to, and kept in, the records of the feilions of the 
peace for the county of Somerfet. 

The limitations, in the adl, further give the bifliop of Bath and Wells, and the jadices 
of thexounty, or any five or more of them, a power to make didribution of all monies that 
' have not been laid out on the navigation, to the converfators and their affigns ; fird for the 
payment of the intfcreds of the monies advanced by them at the rate of 61. per cent : and 
as often as there (hall be any furplus for ledening the principal advanced, till the whole 
be difcharged : any three, or more, of them may alfo appoint an examination of the accounts 
at any time, or place, they may judge fit, within the town of Taunton, or ten miles 
thereof: the appointment of the wages and falaries of the fervants and officers of the con- 
fervators, of the receivers and caihire or treafurer (of whom they are empowered to take 
fecurity) is fubjed to the corredlion of the bifliop of Bath and Wells and the judices of 
the county or any five, or more, of them, at their fird meeting after the nomination of 
any fuch officers : and fuch wages and falaries, if not difallowed within ten days, to be 
validi The eledion of new confervators, when* by death or removal, the number is re- 
duced to 20, mud he made by the major part of the furviving confervators aflembled for the 
purpofe, after having affixed on the Market- Crofs, in Taunton, fix days notice thereof, in 
writing, and proclamation of its being made in the open market. 

The provifions of this aft extend farther than to the fird and immediate objed of it, the 
making and keeping the river Tone navigable : in the fird indance, to the redudlion of 
the tolls, and then to the fupport of a charity fchool ; after the confervators have been 
reimburfed their principal and intered advanced. The tolls, in that cafe, it appoints, ftiall 
be id. for every weigh of coals, and id. for every ton of goods, paffing between 
Ham-mills and Bridgwater : and is. on every weigh of coals, and 6d. on every ton 

* A weigh is defined to contain 4S buihels by heap of the meafure ufed at Bridgwater at the time of the a6i 
t^ing pafled y equal in quantity to 2 chaldrons^ or 72 bufheU Wincheflcr. 

of 
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fervators : and that any confervator, to whom application fl^puld be 
made by any trader for this purpofe, fhould diredt him to the proper 
officer keeping fuch accounts*." 

The tolls appointed under this a6l, and the powers which it in- 
verted in the confervators, did not prove fo efficient as it was expected. 
The amount of the monies expended on the fcheme, to the 24th of 
June, 1707, together with the intereft, was the fum of three thou- 
fand five hundred fifty -fix pounds, nine fhillings, and five-pence far- 
thing. Yet their undertaking, fo far from being productive, was not 
completed : the river was ftot navigable in the winter, much lefs in 
the fummer, for want of a lock, or half-lock, at a place called 
Round-ifland, cleanfing a flioal called Broad-fhoal, and doing other 
chargeable works. This rtate of things induced a petition to parlia- 
ment, for another adl to enable them to enlarge and improve the na- 
vigation of the river, and to increafe the tolls. In this application, 
though it met with great oppofition, they were fupported by peti- 
tions, fandtioning their cafe and requeft, from the juftices of the 
peace at the quarter- feffions for the county, from the corporation at 
Bridgwater, from the principal inhabitants of both the pariflies in 
Taunton, of the towns of Chard, Ilminfter, Wellington, Milverton, 
Wivelifcombe, Langport, CoUumpton, and Tiverton. Their pe- 
tition was granted ; and a fecond adt, to fecure the objedls of it, was 
pafled in the 6th year of the reign of queen Anne^f-. So that, at pre- 
fent, barges of about 1 5 tons each, loaded with coals and other heavy 
goods and merchandize, fhipped for Bridgwater from Briftol and 
other ports, are brought quite home to the bridge. 

But 

of goods, between Ham-mills and Taunton. The furplus of thefe tolls, and of the produ£V of 
all gifts and grants, after the repair of the works on the navigation, fhall, in this cafe, be 
applied in building one or more hofpitals, or otherwife, for the education or maintenance of 
fuch poor children of the parifhes of St. Mary Magdalen and of St. James, Taunton, as 
ihall become chargeable to the faid pari(hes. Thefe hofpitals are to be regulated and go- 
verned by rules and orders made from time to time by the confervators, and firft approved 
by one or both the judges of theailize and niji prius for the county of Somcrfet. 

♦ Goddard's Extraft from the Seffions-Rolls, p. d'^, 

f From books and papers belonging to the confervators. 

Abftra^ft of an aft of parliament, for the more efFeftiial making and keeping the river 
Tont navigable from Bridgwater to Taunton, pafled in the 6th year of queen Anne, on the 
23d of Oftober, 1707. 

The 
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But, notwithftanding the aids afforded by this adt of parliament, 
the undertaking did not prove produdive, till the year 1 7 1 7. When 
the debt, on the river, iiiclufively of the intereft at 61. per cent, on 
the monies expended, amounted to the fum of five thoufand fix hun- 
dred ninety -feven pounds, eight fliillings, and ten -pence : and, on 
this fum, the dividends have, ever fincethat time, been made. 

When the affairs of the company were, apparently, placed on a 
firm footing, and they began to reap fome advantage from that ufe- 
ful fcheme, they met with an unfriendly oppofition to the enjoyment 
of the fruits of their expences and exertions. It had been origi:ially 
included in their plan, and ena(hted by the firft aft, as appears by the 
abflradt before, that when the tolls Ihould prove futiicient to dif- 
charge all the principal and intcrefl of the monies advanced to make 
the river navigable, that then the produce Ihould be applied to the 
fupport of a charity fchool. 

On the ground of this provifion, Mr. James Dare, of Taunton, 
goldfmith, exhibited a petition, in J 734, to the commiiTioners for 
charitable ufes for the county of Somerfct ; fetting forth, that the 
confervators of the river Tone had been paid the principal money and 
interefl by them difburfed for making the faid river navigable. In 
confequence of this petition, a decree was made by Thomas Carew, 
cfq; and other commifTioners for charitable ufcs, againft the confcr- 

The preamble recapitulates the firfl afl, fo far as relates to the tolls it enaAed, and 
the application of them ; and dates the objeds of the new bill ; viz. a power to ered a 
lock, or half-lock, at Knap-briJge, near Round-ifland, to cleanfe, dijj, and deepen, a 
certain fhoal, called Broad-ihoal, and to levy additional tolls to defray the expences of thef« 
new works. The ad, accordingly, authorizes the confervators to execute thefe works, and, 
from the buildingor eredling of the faid lock, or half-lock, it appoints them to receive, at 
the fame, an additional toll of is. for every weigh of coals, and of 6d.on every ton of goods, 
contained in any boat, or veffel, that ihall pafs through tl.c faid lock, or half-lock, and fo 
in proportion for larger or lefler quantities : which tolls, after the converfaiors (hall be rc- 
imburfed their principal monies and intereft, fnall be reduced to 2d. on every weigh of coals, 
and id. on every ton of goods. The tolls to be received at Coal-harbour, which before 
were left, in a degree, to the difcretion of the confervators, were, by this adl, fixed at 
2S. 8d. for every weigh of coals, and is. 6d. for every ton of goods. 

This adt alfo, in order to remedy certain difputes and controverfies that had arifen on 
the conftrudlion of the former, relative to liberty granted to boatmen, &c. of going on the 
banks and grounds near the river, to haul up boats, &c. enadls, that it ftiall not be law- 
ful for them to do this, till a path (hall be fet out for that purpofe by the confervators, and 
iktisfadion ihall be made to the owners of the land. 

vators^ 
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vators. To this decree the confervators made an appeal. The efFecft 
of the decree was, that for four years, while the affair was pending 
in chancery, the jufticcs at the quarter-feffions fufpended allowing 
andfigning the accounts of the confervators, till July, 1737: when, 
by the order of the high court of chancery, the decree had been re- 
verfed. This order gave a legal authority to the proceedings of the 
confervators, and afforded an honourable teftimony to the truth and 
integrity of their accounts. 

The following tables will enable the reader to form an idea of the 
utility of the navigation and its increafe. 
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The preceding ftatement clearly proves, that the navigation of the 
river Tone is on the improvement, and productive of encreafing be- 
nefits to the town and neighbourhood. The town of Bridgwater muft 
have derived from it effential advantages. About a twelvemonth fince 
its flapping amounted to 34 veffels, 1707 tons, 128 men*. Bujt I 
am not poffeffed of information, on which to form a comparative efti- 
mate of its trade, at prefent, with its ftate previoufly to the navigation 
of the river Tone. It is certain, that the coal trade has, of late years, 
much increafed there and in Taunton. 

* From the information of the Rev. Mr. Watfon, of Bridgwater, on the authority 
of the coUedlor. 

P Among 
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Among other rcfources of clriploymcht for the poor, andascaufcS 
giving a new and different motion to the fprings or trade in the town, 
in fome degree counterbalancing the decline of its woollen manufec- 
tofy, muft be mentioned the eredting of (ilk mills. 

Theartof making fine J//2/w« ^r^^/^a;/;^^, or thrown filk, out of 
fihe raw filk, which was formerly bought with our money, ready 
worked in Italy, was firft difcovered, with the utmoft difficulty and 
hazard, and introduced into this kingdom by Sir Thomas Lombe. The 
brother of this gentleman, whofe head Was well turned for me- 
chanics, fupported by Sir Thomas' fortune, went to Savoy to make a 
difcovery of the ftrudlure of a large and curious machine there, by 
which all the organzine filk was made, and which was guarded with 
theutitioftjealoufy from the knowledge and infpedtion of other na- 
tions : for the king of Sardinia made it death to difcover the invention, 
or to attempt to carry it out of his dominions. Mr. Lombe, after a 
long ftay and great expence in that country, found means to fee this 
engine fo often, and to pry into the nature of it fo narrowly, that he 
made himfelf matter of its ftrudture and of all the different parts and 
motions belonging to it. After his return to Eiigland, Sir Thomas 
Lombe, under the protedtion of a royal patent, in 171 8, eretted a 
machine, on the fame plan, at Derby. It was three years in build- 
ing, and contained 26,586 wheels, and 97,746 movements. A water 
whfecl gave motion to all the other wheels arid movements, of which 
any one might be ftopt feparately. This wheel went round three 
times in one minute; and worked every time 73,726 yards of filk 
thread. One fire-engine conveyed M^rm air to every part of the ma- 
chine, and one regulator governed the whole work. 

The whole term of 14 years, for which the patent was granted, 
through the various difficulties attending fo new and great an under- 
taking, was almoft expired, before the manufadtory could be brought 
to perfedtion. On this account, on January the 28th, 1732, Sir 
Thomas Lombe applied to parliament to take his cafe into confidera- 
tion, and to grant him a further term of years for the fole making 
and ufing the faid engines, or fuch other recompence as to the houfe 
ihould feem meet. 

To 
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To prolong the term, or to grant a new term to the patentee, was 
confidercd as a meafure, which would inveft the patentee with a power 
to difturb all other inventions any way refembling his own, and pre- 
vent the nation's making any benefit of his invention. A bill, there- 
fore, for granting 1 4,000!, to Sir Thomas Loipbe, as a recompence 
for his introducing the machine for working Italian organzine, pafled, 
and had the royal aflent the 3d of April, 1732*, 

This adt left the way open for ingenuity and induftry to avail them- 
felves of the invention, and to ereft fimilar works in other parts of 
the kingdom : which has been done in Sherborne, Dorfetlhire, and 
in other towps. In 1781, Meflrs. Vanlbmmer and Paul, filk-mer- 
cers, in Pall-mall, London, purchafed of Mr. Noble, of Taunton, a 
large brewhoufe and the adjoining premifes, fituated in that part of 
High-ftreet, which is commonly called Shuttern ; and of Mr. Pounf- 
bery, baker, a right to ufe the water of the contiguous mills. Thefe 
purchafes, by eredting a large building and fuitable wheels, they con- 
verted into a machine, for making thrown filk out of fine raw filk, on 
the model of that at Derby. In 1 783, Mr. Wilmot, the proprietor of 
a fimilar filk mill, at Sherborne, and Mr. John Norman, of Taunton, 
purchafed, of the aflignees of MeflTrs. Vanfonuner and Paul, this ma- 
chine, and the premifes on which it was erefted : and continued to 
work it, in partnerfhip, till the death of Mr. Wilmot, in 1787 : fince 
which time it is become the folc property and concern of Mr. Norman. 
It is an advantage belonging to fuch works, that they employ a number 
of hands, and of children trom a very early period of lite. The ma- 
chine, of which wc are fpeaking, generally fupplies, with labour, 
from 80 to 100. 

Mr. Vanfommer was not difheartcncd by the unfortunate circuin- 
fiances which obliged him to relinquilh his firft undertaking. In 
1 78 1, he purchafed fome new buildings in Cannon-ftrect, and con- 
verted them into houfes for carrying on the different branches of the 
filk manufedtory : which have fince become the property of Mr. 
John James, of London, under the dircftion of Mr, Nevil, the 
fuperintendant of the works. They confifl of machinery, on a fmall 

♦ Gentleman's Magaiinc, for April, September, and Oftobcr, 1731, 

P 2 fcale. 



io8 HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 

fcale, for throwing of filk, which is fet in motion by a woman tread- 
ing the large wheel : and of thirty- two looms for weaving Barcelona 
handkerchiefs, tiffanies, Canterbury muflins, modes, florentines, 
and ladies fhauls. On the whole works 60 hands are employed*. 

It may be reckoned an advantage, which the town of Taunton has 
gained, in point of trade, that, befides the eftablithment of fuch 
works, it is become, of late years, much the refort of perfons of in- 
dependent fortunes ; great part of which, as far as concerns the ne- 
ceflary articles of life, muft be expended in the town and its neigh- 
bourhood, and occafion a confiderable circulation of cafli ; notwith- 
ftanding the ungenerous, if not miftaken, oeconomy, which prevails, 
in all places, of purchafing many articles at the capital, to the 
difcouragement and injury of home exertions and induftry. The ac- 
ceflion of genteel families to the town is much owing to the modern 
improvements, in various refpeds, which have taken place, and 
which another chapter will defcribe. 

* On the information of Mr. Nevil. 
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CHAP. V. 



T^he political tranfaSiions and revolutions^ in which Taunton has been 

the fcene of aStion. 



WE muft now turn, from the view of the mild an4 enriching 
operations of trade and commerce, to fcenes of tumult, diA 
trefs and blood. Taunton has not been more noted for the former, 
than it has been diftinguifhed for the latter. The few particulars and 
fhort accounts of the different fates of its caftle, which we have been 
able to colled:, are fufficient to fhew that it had a fhare in the contefts 
of the Saxon kings, and in the civil wars between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter. 

But it became particularly the theatre of military adion in the 
reign of Henry VII. After this prince had been feated, about twelve 
years, on the throne, he met with a competitor for the crown in a 
perfon, who bore the name of Perkin Warbeck : he was reprefented 
in the proclamation iflued out againft him, by the order of king 
Henry, to be the fon of John Olbecke, a converted Jew, comp- 
troller of Tournay in Flanders. But he himfelf founded his preten- 
fions to the crown, on his being the real duke of York, Richard, the 
younger fon of king Edward IV. who, with his brother, had been 
luppofed to have been flain, in the tower, by the order of his uncle 
Richard III. and the curious inveftigations, of a very ingenious mo- 
dern writer*, have given great credibility to his claims. It is certain, 
that, whether it was owing to a conviction of this being his real 

• Mr. Horace Walpole, in his *' Hiftoric Doubts :" a work, which goes to clear up the 
charafterofking Richard III. from feveral charges, which have, forages, entailed an odium 
upon it. The lord treafurcr, Oxford, who read as much of hiftory, and with as much 
judgment, as any man of his time, thought the arguments, adduced by Mr. Walpole, to 
prove that Perkin Warbeck was the real duke of York, had the appearance of being con- 
clufive. Granger's Biographical Hiftory, vol. I. 8vo. p. 24. note. 

charadler. 
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charadcr, or to jealoufy and refentment, he was patronized and af- 
fifled, on the authority of thefe pretenfions, by the duchefs dow- 
ager of Burgundy, fifter to Edward IV^ and by the Scotch king, 
who confented to give him, in marriage, a daughter of the earl of 
Huntley, one of the blood royal of Scotland. Affifted by this pa- 
tronage, Perkin Warbeck, for five years, haraffed the government, 
and alarmed the mind of Henry ; and involved him in a war with the 
Scotch king. This war afforded him a pretext for demanding of his 
fubjedls a fubfidy of an hundred thoufand pounds, to defend the 
nation. 

The operation of thefe meafures involved in it the town of Taun- 
:ton. The fubfidy was raifed with great rigour ; and the provoft of 
Penryn, the receiver of it in Cornwall, rendered himfelf particularly 
obnoxious to the poor, but rdbufl: and fpirited, people of that county : 
a great number of whom, under the conduft of Thomas Flammock, 
a lawyer, and Michael Jofeph, a iarmcr, took arms and rofe up 
againft the provoft ; who fled from their rage to Exeter, and, 'being 
purfued thither, withdrew into Somerfetfhire, and fought fecurity in 
the caftle of Taunton. Hfere he was feized by his countrymen and 
killed. EJated with this fuccefs and revenge, they continued their 
march to Wells, where they were joined by lord Audley*: from hence, 
under his lordfhip's banners, as their general, they proceeded through 
Salilbury and 'Winchefter, to Blackheath, where the king drew up 
his forces to give them battle. Being vigoroufly attacked by lord 
Dawbeney, who commanded one body of the royal army, they were 
routed^ cooo were killed, and the relt were forced to furrcnder. 
Lord Audley was beheaded on Tower-hill 5 and Flammock and Jo* 
feph were hanged, drawn, and quartered, at Tyburn, the 24th of 
June, i497t. 

This defeat only irritated, inftead of fubduing, the fpirit of the 
Cornifhmen : and urged them to new efforts againft opprcfiion. 

• Tames Touchct, lord Audley, was of a very ancient and honourable family, and having 
married Joan, daughter of Fulk Bourchier, lord Fitzwarren, and filler to the carl of 
Bath, became popular in Dcvonlhire and Cornwall. He was a nobleman, from whom the 
prefent earl of Caftlehaven is, in a direflline, defcendcd. Locke's MS. 

t Locke's MS. 

They 
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They looked out for a popular leader, and their views turned to Per- 
kin Warbeck. There was wifdom in this choice, as the nature of 
his claims gave dignity to the caufe, and was calculated to draw a 
great part of the nation, ftill attached to the houfe of York, into the 
lame meafures. He was invited from Ireland, whither he had retired 
after a defeat which the Scotch king had received. Acceding to the 
propoCil from Cornwall, he landed at Whitfand-bay, in the northern 
coaft of that county; alfumed the name of Richard IV. and, by 
public proclamation, invited the people to his ftandard. He raifed a 
confiderable force, and attempted to take the city of Exeter by ftorm. 
Failing in that defign, he advanced to Taunton, where, on the 20th 
of September, 1 497, he muftered his forces, put the town in great 
confternation, feizcd the caftle, and feemed determined to make a 
ftand. But being clofely purfued by Edward Courtney, earl of De- 
vonfhire, while the king advanced againft him with a formidable 
army, and finding himfelf deferted by his men, who, .diflieartened by 
the fpirited defence made at Exeter, withdrew from him, in various 
fecret companies, his firmnefs forfook him, he deferted his army, and,, 
with 60 horfemen, fled to New Foreft, in Hampfhire; where he 
took fanftuary in Bewley monaftery, not far from Southampton*. 

Previoufly to his flight, circumflances threatened, that Taunton 
would become the fcene x)f a bloody adion. Defperation had en- 
flamed the Cornifhmen, and they had appeared determined to gain a 
vidory, or not to live a day longer. The king, upon hearing that 
Warbeck was gone to Taunton, haftened thither with all fpecd ; at- 
tended by Edward, duke of Buckingham, a young prince of great 
courage and Angular good parts, and with a great company of noble- 
men, knights, and gentlemen, prepared and furniflied for the field of 
battle. Amongft: Siofe, who formed the king's army, were. Sir 
Alexander Baynam, Sir Maurice Berkley, ^ir Robert Tame, Sir 
John Guife, Sir Robert Poyntz, Sir Henry Vernon, Sir John Mor- 
timer, Sif Thomas Tremayle, Sir Edward Sutton, Sir Amias Paw- 
lett. Sir John Bickenell, Sir John Sapcottes, Sir Hu^ Lutterel, and 
Sir Francis Cheyney. When the king approached the town, whether 

• Locke's MS. 

he 
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he were averfe from delay, or feared the turn of fortune's wheel, he 
fent before him Robert lord Broome, lord fteward of his houfe, Eyles 
lord Dawbeney, his chief chamberlain, and Sir Rice ap Thomas, to 
make the attack and begin the battle : while he followed with his 
forces, either to refrefli them, after the armies fliould cope, with 
new fuccours, or, before he was (ccn, to befet the enemy in the 
rear. But the flight of Warbeck fuperfeded his policy, prevented the 
rifk of an engagement, and left to the k.ing the enjoyment of an un- 
bloody triumph*. 

Thefe tranfaftions ferve to give us an idea of the importance, in 
which Taunton was held, centuries back, by the different parties in 
our civil contefts. It remained a place of coniiderable ilrength till 
the unhappy civil wars, in the reign of Charles I. when it became an 
objed: of vigorous ftruggle between the royal and parliamentary forces, 
which (hould poflefs its fortrefs : for it was confidered as the key to 
the weft of England. 

It is remote from the nature and defign of this work to enter into 
a minute and'full account of the grounds of the civil wars. We would 
only obferve in general, that the defign of Charles I. to extend the 
prerogative beyond the bounds of the conftitution, gave rife to them. 
This defign appeared in various arbitrary and oppreflive meafures. 
The king, in different inftances, invaded the privileges, and at- 
tempted to annul the power, and even the exiftence, of the parliaments ; 
frequently difilblving it in difpleafurc, and governing, twelve years, 
without it. He exadled money of his fubjeds in diflfercnt illegal 
ways, particularly under the titles oijhip-money and loans. 

The former was raifed by a writ in form of a law, and direded to 
every county in England^ to provide a fliip of war, and fend it by fuch a 
day, to fuch a place, amply equipped and manned. Of Somerletfhire, 
was required one fliip, of 640 tons, and with 256 men. Thefe 
writs were accompanied with inftrudlions, to the fheriflF", to levy upon 
his county, inftead of a fhip, fuch a fum of money. From whence 
this tax had its denomination. It produced to the king's coffers, for 
jfome years, the ar.nual fum of 2oo,oool. It is remarkable, that 

* Grafton's Chronicle, vol. II. p. 924, 925. 

the 
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the king was advifed to adopt this method of bringing money into his 
exchequer, on the authority of fome old precedents, by his attorney- 
general, Mr. Noye ; who, before he was preferred by the court, had 
diftinguiflied himfelf by oppofition to it 5 and had ** always been 
" ready to entertain any caufe whereby he might clafli with the pre- 
*' rogative*/' 

Another mode of fupplying his wants, without the grant of par- 
liament, which the king purfued, was, by letters, under his privy 
feal, into the feveral counties of England, diredled to thofe who were 
fuppofed beft able tc lend, requiring, by way of loan, fuch fums as 
each were taxed at. They were accompanied with letters, by one 
of the king's f^rvants, exacting an immediate attention to the king's 
requilition, under the threat of being fummoned before the king in 
perfon, A fpecimen of thefe letters, from one fent to Robert Lucas, 
efq; a gentleman in the neighbourhood of Taunton, is given below-f*. 

The 

• Hcweirs Letters, p. 248, 249. 1754. 
t CHARLKS R. 
Tru^y and Wel-hcloveJ, We j>;reet you well. Whereas all Our Subje^ls of the Kingdome 
of England and Doniinio-.i of ff'aiis, arc both by their Allegiance and the Ad of Pacification 
bound to refill nnd fuppreflc all fuch of Our Subjcfts o^ Scotland ^ as have in a hoftile manner 
already cntrcd or ihall hereafter enter into this Kingdome. And by Law, your Perfonall 
fervice, attended in a w.iilike manner for the rcfiftance of this Invafion, may be required by 
Vs, which V/e Drfir? to fpare, Chufmg rather, to invite your afllftance for the maintenance 
of Our Army in a free and voluntary cxprefllon of your Altedions to Our Service and the 
fafety of this Kingdome. And whereas the Members of both Houfcs of Parliament Aflem- 
bled at Oxford y h ive tr.ken into their Confideration the neceflity of fupporting Our Army, for 
the DefeiiceofVs and Our People againft this Invafion, and for the Prcfervation of the 
Religion, Lawcs and Liberties of this Kingdome, and thereupon have aereed upon the 
fpcedy raifmg of the Summe of one hundred Thoufand pounds by Loane from particular 
Perfons, towards the which themfelvcs have advanced a very Confiderable Proportion, and 
by their Examples hope. That Our well-affefted Subjeds throughout the Kingdome will in 
a (hort time make up the Remainder, whereby We (hall not only be enabled to pay and 
recruite Our Army, but likewife be enabled to put Our Armies in fuch a Condition, as Our 
Subjefts fhall not fufFer by Free-Quarter or the unrulincfTe of Our Souldiers, which is now 
in prefent Agitation, and will (We no way doubt, by the Advice of the Members of both 
Houfes AfTembled) be fpeedily efteded. Wc doc towards fo good a vorke, by the Appro- 
bation and Advice of the faid Members of both Houfes here Alfcmbled, defire you forthwith 
to lend Vs the Summe ofT^-enty Pounds or the value thereof in Plate, toucht Plate at five 
(hillings, untoucht Plate at foure (hillings foure pence, per ounce ; and to pay or deliver the 
fame within feven dnies after the Receipt hereof, to the hands of the High-Sheriftc of that 
Our County, or to fuch whom he (hall appoint to receive the fame, (upon his acquittances 
for the Receipt thereof) who is forthwith to returnc and pay the fame at Corpus Cbrifti 

CL Colledge, 
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The terrors held fordi in theft -requifitions were not meant to raife 
vain fears : but were adtually productive of fevere evils, to thofe who 
oppofed this meafure. In London, fome aldermen, who refufed to 
deliver in a lill of thofe who, in their wards, might be judged able to 
lend, were committed to prifon -, and divers gentlemen, through the 
kingdom, who denied the loan (in the whole 22 knights, and others 
of birth and character, to the number of 78) Were thrown into gaols, 
where many of them contracted fuch difeafes, as coil them their 
lives**. 

Such meafures could not fail to roufe the indignation of a free 
people. The whole kingdom became the feat of war : and every 
county flowed with the blood of fellow-citizens : while fome joined 
the parliament, and others enlifted under the royal ftandard. 

In 1645 ^^^ ^^^^S ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ county of Somcrfct in his power, ex- 
cept Taunton. The town had been taken by the parliament's forces 
in Auguft, 1642. About tliis period Sir Ralph (afterwards lord) 
Ilopton, a gentleman of great mental and bodily accomplifhments, 
and trained to war in the Low Countries, had rendered the king moft 
important fervices in the weft ; where,' in a few months, he raifed a 
moft formidable army, and fortified no lefs than 40 garrifons-f-. To 
check the progrefs of his influence, and to > prevent the dangers 

CoJlcdge in Oxford^ to the hands of the Earle of Bath^ the Lord Seymour, Mr. lohn AJhburn- 
ham^ and Mr. lohn Fettiplace, or any of them, who are appointed Treafurers for the receiving 
and ilTiiing thereof by the faid Members, (by who^e Order only the faid Money is to be 
difpofcd) and to give Receipts for the fame, thf which We Proniife to repay aflbone as God 
fhall enable Vs ; This Summe being to be advanced wich fpecd. We arc neccir.tated to 
apply Our Selves to fuch Perfons as )our felfe, of whofe /Ability k AfFctlion We have 
Confidence, t'iving you t'.iis Aflurance, that in fuch further Charges, that the necellity of 
Our lull Defence fliall inforcc Us to require of Our good Subjevfts, your forwardnclTe and 
disburfcments fliall bif Confidercd to your bell advantage. And fo preluming you will not 
failc to cxprt do } our Affection herein, We bid you Farewell. Giucn at Our Court at 
Oxford, the 14. iiciy o/'i el ruary, in thr Nineteenth year 0/ Our Raignc, 1 643. 

B^ the Ad<-jice of the Members cf both Hcu/cs Afiembled at Oxford. 
£cmerfett. Tu Rocert Luckis of St. Deacons, ED. LlTTLErON C. 

'I he dv'm; nd in the above le.tcr m:iy appear to be fanftioned by pailiamcnt. The reader 
will obfv-rve t/.croforc th.;t the members mentioned by the king were only fuch as had de- 
fcrtcdthe pnrliaiiient wliich met at Weilminfter or^een difabled and had joined the king at 
^Oxford. Whiteiojk^s Memori.'ls, p. 76. 

* Welwcod's MenK>irs, p. 292, 508; and Oldmixon's Hiilory of the Stuarts, 90,92. 

jf Granger's Bicgraphici.l Hiilory, vol. 11. p. 236, and Heath's Chronicle, .p. 46. 

threat- 
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threatened by his growing fortunes. Sir William Waller advanced into 
thefe parts, with a v/ell furniflied army : and taking poffcjfTion of 
Taunton was particularly the objcdt of the direction given to one body 
of the parliamentary forces. The views- of the parliament, in the 
weft, were greatly afliftcd by the condudtof Sir John Horner, Mn 
Alexander Popham, and other gentlemen. Mr. Sampford, the high 
fhcriff of Sonierkt, was attached to its intereft. The principal 
gentry of the neighbourhood, the trained bands, the mayor and prin- 
cipal ir.habitants of the town, aided, with horfe and foot, the inten- 
tion of fccuring this place for the parliament. When, on taking it, 
the homes of fiifpecSed perfons were fcarched ; in that of Mr. Browne, 
a popifli recufant, they found 60 men's armour; in alderman Skin- 
ner's, arms for 20 men ; and in Mr. Tucker's, the rent -gatherer, 
and fteward to the bifliop of Winchcfter, arms for 1 00 men, honfe 
and foot, 20 barrels of gunpowder, 50 great faddles, and fhot of all 
forts. The feardi was made through the neighbourhood, and even 
the county : and from various places, inciuiively of the towns of 
Bridgwater, Wells, Bath, Ilchefter, Glaftonbury, Ilminfter, and 
others, they coUedlec ftores of ammunition and arms for, at leaft, 
J 8,000 men, great fao'dlts 150, light horfcs 150, and io,oool. in 
money. All thefe articles were conveyed to the caftle, in Taunton,, 
and lodged there under the cuftody of the mayor and aldermen, with 
a fufficient guard*. 

This attempt to fecure and fortify Taunton in the intereft of the par- 
liament foonmet with a temporary impediment and defeat. For, in the 
next year, the marquis of Hertfoni drove from hence the parliamentary 
forces, and took pofftflion of it in favour of the king-f-. But the 
fruits of this vidtory were not long. For, in 1644, on the 8th of 
July, foon after the battle of Marfton-moor, colonel Blake and Sir 
Robert Pye again took Taunton for the parliament. Colonel Reeves, 
who commanded the caftle for the king, :md his foldicrs, had quarters 
given them to march to Bridgwater. There were found in the caftle 
one demiculverin and ten other fmall pieces, two ton of match, eight 

« Locke's MS. and Vicars' Jehovah Jirch, or Parliamentary Chronicle, 1644. p. 135. 
t Locke's MS. 

0^2 barrels 
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barrels of powder, ftore of arms and ammuoition, with much houfe- 
hold furniture and plenty of provifions*. This gave great ftrength 
to the intereft of the parliament in the weft ; which was, about the 
fame time, joined by 4000 volunteers at Chard, 3000 more at Cul- 
lumpton, and 2000 raifed by colofiel Ware, and entertained at Barn- 
ftaple. Colonel Popham was commanded to Taunton, to take charge 
of a regiment raifed for him by the countiyf . But the violent fpirit 
of the royal party, neverthelefs, fhewed itfelf in outrageous ads. Sir 
Francis Doddington meeting with a minifter, on the road near Taun- 
ton, afked him, *' Who art thou for, prieft?*' who anfwered, *' For 
God and his gofpel," Upon which Doddington fhot him deadj. 
Military efforts were alfo made to recover, for the king, this ftrong 
town : for, in the fame year, 3000 of his forces befieged it : but the 
governor, colonel Blake, fending out a party againft the befiegers, 
which fell upon them, killed and took many ; among the reft fome 
officers§. 

For fome following months things remained in a quiet ftate at 
Taunton : but, early in the fpring of 1 645, a large body of forces, 
to the amount of 10,000, marched to the attack of the town under 
lord Goring; " a man of ready wit, good underftanding, and a clear 
*' head ; but too mercurial to be at the head of an army, and too vi- 
** cious to be in a ftation, where example could corrupt." He led 
his forces with valour and refolution, but kept them under no difci- 
pline. ** That part of the country, where his army lay, was a fcene 
** of ravage and licentioufnefs||." The butcheries, rapes, and rob- 
beries they committed, fixed on them the opprobrious name of 
'* Goring's crew:" and left an abhorrence of them in the minds of 

• Locke's MS. Rulhworth's Colleaions, part III. vol. 11. or vol. V. p. 685. White- 
locke*s Mcmcria^s, p. 90,91. 

+ Wiuteloclie, p. 91. 

X Idem p. 96. 

§ Idem p. 102. 

II Lord Gciinr, in the time of the interregnum, Living gained his pardon, but loft his 
eftare, retired lo r!ie little court of Charles II. To which his manners, when he rofe to the 
height of frolic nnd dchauchcry, were perfcrtly adapted. In the 20th year of Charles I. he 
he was created earl of "^'crwich. He died luddcnly 1663, fome fay 1662. Granger's Bio- 
graphical Hidory vol. il. p. 2: (5, 237. 

the 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 117 

the people of Taunton, for fcveral generations. The firmnefs and 
condudt, with which colonel Blake fupported the fxege, lengthened 
its duration. At the opening of the fiege colonel Edmund Wynd- 
ham, then governor of Bridgwater, and the commander of a royal 
regiment, fent a thrcatning fummons to colonel Blake, requiring 
him, ** upon pain of fire and fword," to furrender the town and 
caftle ; and perfuading him to it from the ** indefenfiblenefs of the 
** place, and to prevent the eifufion of more chriftian blood." To 
which demand Blake returned this fpirited anfwer. 

" Thefe are to let you know, that as we neither fear your menaces, 
** nor accept your proffers, fo we wifli you for time to come to defift 
" from all overtures of the like nature unto us, who are refolved to 
" the laft drop of our blood to maintain the quarrel we have under- 
•* taken ; and doubt not but the fame God, who hath hitherto pro- 
** ted:ed us, will ere long blefs us with an iffue anfwerable to the 
" juftnefsof our caufe; howfoever, to him alone (hall we ftand or 
""fall*." 

The refolution of the governor, and the fortitude of the inhabi- 
tants, were put to a full trial by the extremities to which a long fiegc 
reduced them. For, though foon after the above determination was 
formed, a ftrong party of the parliament forces brake through the 
befiegers, and fupplied the town with ftores of provifion, and what 
they moft wanted'fi yet, before the fiege was raifed, their ammuni- 
tion was fpent, the country round depopulated, and their provifions Co 
exhaufted, that, as tradition reports, there was but one hog left in 
the town j which half-ftarved animal was whipt round the walls, and 
made to cry, in different places, to deceive the befiegers into a belief, 
that frelh fupplies had been thrown in. The fidelity with which the 
town adhered to the caufe it efpoufed, and the calamities which its 
perfeverance drew on it, led Larry, a French writer, to call Taun- 
ton ** the Saguntum of the parliament," in allufion to Saguntum, in 
Spain. But the diftreffes of the former had a more happy termina- 



• Whitelocke's Memorials, p. 116. and Locke's MS. 
t Ut ante. 
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tion than thofe of the latter; which Hannibal took and demolifhed, 
but Taunton was efFeftually relieved*. 

At the time Taunton was befieged by the king's forces, the army 
of the parliament had been new modelled, and Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
eldeft fon of lord Fairfax, of Denton, in the county of York, had 
been called from the north, which had been the fcene of his fplendid, 
military exertions, to take the command in the fouth and weft, Thia 
gentleman had been formed as a foldicr under Horatio, lord Vere, in 
the Netherlands, and was at the taking of Bois-le-Duc from the Spa- 
niards. Sir Horace Vere, his mafter in the art of war, was remark- 
able for doing great things with few men ; and Fairfax with the lofs 
of few. He was one of the firft characters of his times for integrity 
and military accomplilhments-f-. 

When the army, which Sir Thomas Fairfax was to lead, was 
formed and fitted for the field, he was commanded to advance into 
the weft with the forces for the relief of Taunton, 8000 horfe and ' 
foot ; and care was taken to furnifli them with money and provifions ; 
2000I. being voted for this purpofe. It had been debated, whether 
Sir Thomas Fairfax fhould march with his new raifed army to Oxford 
or the weft. Oxford was the king's head quarters and garrifon ; and 
there alibis ordnance and artillery were lodged. That it was alfo a 
midland garrifon in the heart of the kingdom, and, being the conftant 
feat of war, from the beginning, the county had fuffered longer than 
any other place in the kingdom, were powerful arguments for a dt- 
reftion of all the forces of the parliament to that place : but the great 
diftreflcs that Taunton fuffered from a clofe fiege and the importance 
of that town, as the afylum of the heft afFcdted to the parliament 
caufe determined in favour of the wcftcrn expedition§.^ 

While Sir Thomas Fairfax was on his m*arch to the weft, the king, 
availing himfclf of this deftination of the parliament's forces, drew 
his artillery cut of Oxford to embody himfclf in the field. And, at 

* Locke's M.S. ar.l Oldmixon's Iliilory of the Stuarts, p. 278. 

f Graaj^er's Biogir.pl.ical Hlftory, vol. II. p. 250, 251. 

\ Wh!tcK-c':p's Mf^nior'.ab, p. 138.. 139. 

§ Sprigge's England's Recovery, p. 13, 14. 

the 
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the fame time, the princes Rupert and Maurice, at the requeft of 
the king, marched with all their forces to Oxford, to aid his majefty's 
plan of operation. On thefe accounts, it was judged neceiFary to re- 
call his excellency Sir Thomas Fairfax from the fcrvice of the weft, 
and to aflign only a part of his army to the relief of Taunton. When 
he had reached Blandford, he received two exprefles, to this purpofe, 
from the committee of both kingdoms. 

Accordingly a brigade only was fent on to Taunton, while the reft 
of the army was direfted to march back to join lieutenant-general 
Cromwell and major-general Brown, then near Oxford, and to at- 
tend the king's motions with their united forces." The brigade, def- 
tined for the relief of Taunton, confifted of four regiments of foot, 
viz. colonel Welden's, colonel Fortefcue's, colonel Floyd's, and 
colonel IngoKby's, under the condudl of colonel Welden, as eldeft 
colonel. Thefe were joined, at Dorchefter, by fix companies of 
foot, belonging to the garrifon of Chichefter : and, after that, by as 
many colours from Lyme. Thefe forces amounted, in the whole, 
to 4 or 5000 foot ; befides a body of 1 800, or 2000 horfe ; confifting 
of the regiments of the colonels Graves, Cook, and Fitz-james, and 
the Plymouth regiment. 

All which horfe and foot, animated with the fame refolution againft 
the royal party, aud combined in mutual affedlion to each other, pro- 
ceeded without any delay or halting, till they came within a few days 
march of Taunton*. 

When (as Sprigge relates the particulars of this expedition) they 
were come within ten miles of the town, having the advantage of 
the hills, they difcharged ten pieces of their artillery : which peal, 
according to the information they had previoufly given by their fpies, 
was a fignal to notify, that they were advanced within that number of 
miles. But they were defeated in this intention : for, fome.few 
days before, the royal forces had divided themfelves into two parties, 
each confifting of horfe and foot, with fome pieces of cannon. Thefe 
fkirmifhcd with each other, with powder only, in the iight of the 

* Springe's England's Recovery, p. 17. RuHuvonh's Collcdions, vol. VI. p. 29, 6r 
part II. vol. I. p. 29. 

towif: 
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town : to make the town believe (as they gave out) that the forces 
of the parliament, coming to their relief, were there encountered 
and defeated. This was a manoeuvre to draw a party out of the 
town to the fuccour of their friends, which they might cut off by 
an ambufcade. The infidious fcheme proved unfuccefsful. The be- 
fieged kept clofe to their works : and the royal forces, difappointed 
in the effeft of their mock-chace, returned to ftorm the town, firing 
it with grenadoes and mortar pieces, by which two long ftreets of 
fair buildings were burnt to the ground : but, though they entered 
the line, they were driven back by the valiant reii fiance of colonel 
fikke, who gave them fuch. fhowers of lead, as filled the trendies 
with their dead bodies. About four o'clock in the afternoon of the 
J 1 th of May, which was Sunday, the royal army having drawn oft 
their guns, and the rear of it being on the march, a party of horfe 
was fent, which advanced to the very works. The town, being now 
aflured of the approach of their friends to their relief, fallied out, and 
fell upon the rear of the king's forces ; of whom they killed fome, 
and took others prifoners. 

At the very time, when affairs were taking a turn fo favourable to 
the relief of the town, an amiable and refpedlable man, Mr. Thomas 
Welman*, vicar of Luppit, near Honiton, who had fled to Taunton 
for fecurity from the rage and cruelty of Goring's forces, and whofe 

prayers 

* This gentleman was born at Ilchcller, 1606 ; anv'. clucntcd at Oxford, where he fpcnt 
fevcn years. He was epifcopally ordained ; and was, for .1 crniiderable time, a curate 
to Mr. Ecdes, of Honiton : where he was greatly belovcJ, for l:i«: iifeful labours and ami- 
able converfation. There he married the daughter of Mr. Jfaac Norihcote of that town, 
a pious woman, who was his wife almoft fifty years, and furvived him about twelve. The 
vicarage of Luppit was beflowed on him by ■ Southcct, efq; a gentleman of the 

parifh. When the county was free from the ravages of the royal army, he returned, and 
though he had offers of better preferment, continued to labour there, till he wrs ejeded 
by the iniquitous a£l of uniformity in 1662. He had, at that time, feven children and no 
large cftate to maintain them : but he profefl'ed, that if he had nothing to leave them, he 
would rather commit them to the care of the divine providence than adt againft theconvidion 
of his own mind. There weremany weepingeyes, when he preached his farewell fermon. 
He died in 1685, aged 80. After he was ejcded, he continued to preach as opportunity 
offered, in his houfe ; and in difficult times, either in the morning before day, or fome 
hours after night. Informers and officers, allured by fums of money, often endeavoured 
to apprehend him, but were difappointed. Many fcholars, dcfigncd for the miniftry, were 

indebted 
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prayers and fennons had greatly encouraged the people, under all the 
difficulties and dangers of the iiege, to trufl in God, was preaching, 
in St. James* church, on Mai. iii. 6. The dodrine, on which he 
principally infifted, was, that " God's immutability is the ground of 
*' the {lability of his church and people." Before the fermon was 
ended, fbme ran into the church, crying out, deliverance I The audi- 
ence, at the found of this unexpedted good news, were running out of 
the church ; but the preacher prevailed with them to tarry and join, 
with him, in returning thanks to Almighty God for fo great a mercy. 

Lord Goring's troops ran away in confufion, leaving many arms 
behind, and retreated to Pitminfter, where they took up their quar- 
ters in the fields ; but tTiey cut off the purfuit of the parliament army> 
by blocking up the way with trees. 

On Monday morning colonel Welden, with the officers, entered 
Taunton, without oppofition : •* where they found a fad fpedtacle of 
" a flourifhing town, almoft ruined by fire, and the extremities of 
*' war, and the people nigh famiihed for want of food." When he 
had fpent fome time with colonel Blake, he gave orders for the whole 
brigade to retreat back, and take up their quarters at Chard. 

Eaft-ftreet fuffered more from fire, during the fiege, than any 
other part of the town, having been feveral times ftormed andentered 
by the enemy. In the laft ftorm, one Bawdon, a parliament officer, 
having his thumb cut or fhot off, as he was driving the cavaliers before 
him out of that part of the town, proteftedj the rogues Jloould not 
carry it away with them: and while he was fearching for it, one of 
thofc rogues, who remained drinking in an ale-houfe, fhot him dead 
out of a window ; which was the greateft lofs the befieged fuftained 
in that adtion*. 

indebted to him for his encouragement, dire6lion, and friendly fervices : and amongothers 
his coufin-gcrman. Dr. Simon Welman, a noted ph^fician, but who was educated for the 
pulpit. The heavenly und ipiritual frame ot his mind diffufed fuch an unflion 
through his dikourfes, that it was faid *• He Ipoke rather like an angel than a roan." 
His (ingiilarhumiliiy, modefty, and mild temper, made him, when he heard of his people's 
mifcarriages, prefer convindng them of their faults, rather by letters, than by a reproof 
to their race. He lived, and died, anon-conformiit, with a great deal of comfort, though 
he did not lea\c hib family rich. Palmer's Non-conformiil's Memorial, vol. I. p. 
378—380. 
* Oldmixon's Hiftor«^ ot the Staart»> p. 279. 

R It 



122 HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 

It greatly facilitated the raifing of the fiege of Taunton, that the 
king's army Had no other information, but that the whole force of 
general Fairfax was on the march towards them ; wliereas it was only 
a brigade. This miftake was lamented by colonel John Digby, and 
urged by him in excufe for retreating from the town. Had they known 
this, they would probably have flood their ground : for they had, in 
their o.vn opinion, before the town, double the ftrcngth fufficient 
to have fought the parliament forces, andalfo to have made good the 
fiegc. Their apprchcnfions concerning the greatnefs of the army 
advancing againft them were not without foundation ; for Fairfax 
did adtually march with tlie whole army from Blandford towards Dor- 
pheftcr, as if he dc^ligncd to lead all his troops to th^ relief of Taun- 
ton, but then he fuddenly wheeled about e.;fl:\vard with the main 
body, and dirtniiicd, as we have faid, only a brigade to the weft. 

It is furprifi ng, when we rcfleft on the diftrefTes to which the 
town was reduced, that, from the beginning to the raifing of the 
.fiege, it loft only 200 men. Two hundred of the royal army were 
made prifoners, and 260 arms \wrre taken. In the advance of Fair- 
fax's brigade to the town, 10 of it fell upon 100 of the king's, and 
•killed and took fome of them. 

On receiving the news of Taunton's being relieved, the commons 
appointed a day of public thankfgiving for the fame : letters of thanks 
were fent to Sir Thomas Fairfax, for fending relief to it, and recom- 
mending to him, colonel Wclden, for his good fervices : and to the 
governor, to the inhabitants of the town, and to the foldiers in it, for 
their fpirited and gallant exertions in defending it through a ficgc of 54 
days. An order was alfo illued for beftowing, on the garrifon, for its 
valiant and faithful defence, 2000I. and to colonel Blake, in parti- 
cular, a grant of 500I. was made*. 

The natives, for m.any years, retained, and cherifhcd, a lively and 
devout fcnfc of their deliverance ; andof the wonders thatdiftinguifhed 
,it: ** wonders," it was faid, *' that might even fill a volume, and 

• The preceding particulars are related In Whitelocke's Memorials, p. 140, and 141 ; 
Sprigge's RngLnd*$ Recovery, p. 17, 18 ; ar.d RuIhworih*s Collefiions, vol. VI. p. 29, 
,c^ purt IV. vol. I. p. 29 : and fome of them arc given in Mr. Loclie'i MS. 

'* give 
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" give life to a ftory that fhould outlive the world." The 1 1 th of May- 
was celebrated for fome time by a6ts of public devotion and anniver- 
fary fermons; and the mercies of it conveyed down in hiftorical fong*: 
and, within the memory of men, it has been obferved with joy. 

Ere the gladnefs and triumph of the people, in this deliverance, 
could fubfide, or they could recover from the diftrefles of the fiege, they 
were again attacked, and reduced to new extremities. Before the end of 
May, the king's forces under Goring, Hopton, Berkley, and Greenville, 
about 10,000 in all, joined together; cn^.iged with colonel Weldcn's 

• Three of thefe fermons are in print : one entitled, " Man's Wrath and God's 
praife," on Pf. Ixxvi. 10. by George Newton, A. M. 1646. The fccond, ** The Waters of 
«' Marah fweetned," by T. B. A.M. and miniftcr of the gofpel in the county, 1647. The 
third, ** The Works of Heaven upon Earth : or the Excellence of Praife andThankfgiving, 
•' in part dlfplayed," by Henry Jeans, minifter of God's word, at Chedzoy, 1648. The 
circumftances of the fiege, and of the deliverance, being then recent in the memory of the 
people, thefe difcourfes contain no narrative of either. Each of them is dedicated to the- 
mayor, of the year, as well as to the inhabitants. The following is the mo ft exad copy 
cf the fong, which we ha\'^ been able to procure. 



The eleventh of May was a joyful day, 
When Taunton got relief; 

Which turn'd our forrows into joy. 
And eas'd us of our grief. 

The Taunton men were valiant then. 

In keeping of the town. 
While many of thofe, who were our foes. 

Lay gafping on the ground. 

When colonel Mafley, of the fame. 

Did underfland aright ; 
He, like a man of courage bold. 

Prepared himfelf to fight. 

With that our foldiers, one and all, 
Caft up their caps, and cry'd, 

'^Oiat need we fear what man can do. 
Since God is on our fide. 

Long time did Goring lie encamp'd 
Againft fair Taunton town ; 

He made a vow to ftarve us out. 
And batter our caftle down; 

Within our caftle did remain 
(A garrifon fo ftrong) 



R 



Thofe likely Lids which did unto 
- Our parliament belong. 

Before day-light appcar'd in view. 
The news to them was come ; 
That Goring, and his curfed crew, 
* Were all difpers'd and gone. 

But who can tell what joy was there. 

And what content of mind 
Was put into the hearts of thofe. 

Who'd been fo long confin'd. 

Our bread was fourteen -pence per pound. 
And all things fold full dear. 

Which made our foldiers make fliort meals 
And pinch themfelves full near. 

Our beer was eighteen -pence per quart, 

(As for a truth was told) 
And butter eighteen-pence per pound. 

To chriftians there was fold. 

The cavaliers difpers'd with fear. 

And forced were to run. 
On the eleventh of May, by break of day. 

Ere rifmg of the fun. 

Z brigade; 
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brigade 5 and overpowering them with numbers, obliged thi^in to 
retreat into the town, which thus was again clofely bcfieged : and 
Goring continued to lie, with hisL army, about it, with the 
fanguine hope of fubduing the parliament forces there, and of fettling 
the weft of England in an abfolute pofture for the king's fcrvice. 
Governor Blake, in feveral fallics, gained the advantage over the 
royal general (c*?lonel IngoKby, in particular, fell upon the royal 
quarters, and flew divers confiderable men) : yet he found himfelf 
befet with difficulties ; and was obliged to write to the parliament, in 
the moft prefllng terms, for immediate afliftance. His letters repre- 
fcnted; " That if relief came not fpeedily to them, they fhould be 
** put unto great ftraits for provifions and ammunition : they alTured 
** the houfe, they never accepted a parley from the enemy; but fcorned 
** it : and they had fome ammunition left, and were refolved to feed 
'* upon their horfes : they r^rquefted the houfe to take confideration of 
*' their condition : and left all to God, who, they doubted not, but 
" would relieve them." The parliament returned for anfwer, that 
.** relief fhould fpeedily come to them, and what money they took 
^* up the houfe would pay ; and defired them to go on in their vigi- 
^* lancy and valour, and they fhould never want tlie encouragement 
*' of the parliament/' 

The fituation of Taunton accordingly met with attention and fup- 
port. An ordinance was fent to the lords to raife a regiment of dra- 
goons for its relief. Divers officers, left out of the new army, offered 
to enlift themlelves for the fame purpofe : and the houfe diredted, 
that fuch as fhould enlift themfelves, fhould have a fifth part of their 
arrears paid them within a month after their advance; and thofe who 
did not perform their propofal, fliould forfeit all their arrears*. 

The town was encouraged by the information they received of the 
aid the parliament was about to afford them, and by a fmall fupply of 
powder, from Lyme. A party of the garrifon iffued out on the be- 
fiegers, and took and flew above 400 of them, with the lofs of 1 oo# 
The royal forces, in confequence of this, drew back -, and the quar- 
tcr^ were enlarged five or fix miles in compafs. 

• Whiulockc's .Memorials, p. 144 — 146. 

Befides 
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Befides tbc afliftancq which the parliament afforded, die common- 
council, and others, of London, entered into an affociation for tha 
relief of Taunton; and, by voluntary fubfcriptions, coHedted 4000!'. 
for railing 1 000 horfe to join colonel Mafley, who had been fent by 
the order of the commons into the weft*.. 

But what moft effedtually contributed to the relief of the town^ 
and raifing the fiege, was, the intercepting of a packet from lord Goring 
to the king, difcovering the ftate of things in the weft, and giving 
the king hopes of his being able foon to march to his afliftance at 
Leicefter, with a confiderable army, and urging him, in the mean 
time, to ftand only upon a defenfive pofture. The perfon, to whom 
the difpatch was entrufted, carried the letters to Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
and delivered them to him the day after his complete vidtory over the 
royal army at Nafeby : the difaftrous fate of which battle the king 
would probably have avoided, by declining to fight, had the packet 
been faithfully prefented to him. The intelligence derived from the 
letters quickened Sir Thomas Fairfax to relieve Taunton with Ipeed. 

Having befieged and taken Leicefter, and fettled affairs there, aftei 
its furrender, which engaged him only for four days, the general 
marched to Warwick, doubtful, whether to follow the king and pre- 
vent his raifing a new army in Wales ; or to proceed to the afliftance 
of the parliament army in the weft : where, according to common 
report, the king's forces were 12,000; and general MafTey, who was 
fent to the relief of Taunton, had only 3000. This fupcriority of 
numbers, it was rightly judged, would enable Goring, both to keep 
off Mafl^ey, and to keep up the parliament forces in the town : and 
threatened a blow, which would prove ruinous to their caufe. For 
fuccefs there would give the king's army the entire pofleflion of 
all the weft, except the garrifons of Lyme, Pool, and Weymouth. 
The confequences to be apprehended, on account of the trade and 
riches of thofe counties, and of the confiderable towns and ports on 
each fide, either towards France or Ireland, were powerful induce- 
ments with the general to purfue his march thither. But, in a bufi- 
nefs of fuch moment, being cautious of adting on his own judgment 

« Whitelocke's Memorisds, p. 144, 14;. 

only. 
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only, he fent exprefles to the parliament, and the committee of both 
kingdoms, and fubmitted his motions to their advice and counfel. 

Yet, that no time might be loft, he proceeded on his march, as far 
as Marlborough, whichhe reached, on Saturday, the 28th of June : 
and, while he refted there, on the next day, having received the confent 
of the houfe, and of the committee of both kingdoms, to march 
weft ward, he fent forward fpies to Taunton, to give notice of the 
army's advance for their relief. 

He accordingly bent his courfe that way, and arrived at Blandford' 
on the 2d of July ; where he joined with colonel Mafley, and intelli- 
gence met him, that the fpies had got into Taunton, and communi- 
cated the welcome news of his advance ; and that Goring had drawn 
off to Black-down, and burnt his huts. 

On the next night, at Dorchefter, a confirmation of this intelli- 

fence was received; and it v/as added, that the intention of Goring's 
rawing off his men to Black-down, it was difcovered, was to invite 
the forces in the town to ially out, that he might take advantage to fur- 
prize them: but, failing in his expcdtation, he had returned again to his. 
former quarters about Taunton : and had made fome flight and inef-" 
fedual attempts on the parliament party there. Sir Thomas Fairfax's 
foot, hearing that Goring was fallen on again, were eager to march 
all that night, after 12 miles march in the day, which was alfo but 
the moiety of 62 miles march in five dciys before : fo far, fl^ys my 
author, did their compaflion to Taunton, and our party there, carry 
them beyond confideration of themfelvss. 

On the 4th of July the army proceeded from Dorchefter to Bea- 
minfter. Here pofitive intelligence was received, at night, that Go- 
ring had quite drawn off the fiege from Taunton, and was come to 
Ilminftcr ; and that, on that night, his quarters would be at So-, 
mcrton. The general, upon this, fent a party of horfe to Crewkerne, 
who took fome of Goring's foldiers prifoners, whofe teftimony con- 
firmed the news of the fiege being raifed, and added, that their army 
was marched towards Langport. Thus was Taunton, a fecond 
time, relieved ; and the parliament intereft there refcued from the im- 
minent danger of an entire overthrow. The tovm had, on the 3d 

of 
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of July, when it was delivered, ftood a five weeks fiege. One thou- 
iand of the royal forces were flain; and 400 taken prifoners, with 
400 arms. The parliament loft, among other officers, colonel 
Floyd and colonel Richbell ; both of them faithful, experienced fol- 
diers. Many officers, and psrfons of quality, in the royal army, fell ; 
and particularly Sir John Digby, brother to Sir Kenelm Digby, re- 
ceived, in this liege, a wound, of which he afterwards died. The 
valour, diligence, and fidelity of colonel Welden and the reft of 
the commanders who engaged in the defence of Taunton, gained 
great encomiums ; as did alfo the good fervices of the horfe com- 
manded by- colonel Graves, who, in fevcral fallies upon the royal 
army, were very fuccefsful*. 

The zeal and fteadinefs, with which the town of Taunton, in- 
cluding the corporation, as well as the inhabitants, fupported the 
caufe of the parliament againft the defpotic views and arbitrary mea- 
fures of Charles I. were remembered againft them> when his fon 
Charhs II. was eftabliftied on the throne of his anceftors':, and full 
xevenge was taken for the difloyalty and injuries, with which he con- 
ceived his royal father had been treated. In the year 1662, commif- 
iioners were appointed, and named for each county, city, and borough, 
for fecuring the peace of the kingdom, and regulating corporations- 
Orders were iffiied out by them for difplacing the officers, and demo- 
lirtiing the walls of the cities and towns, which had bulwarks and 
garrifons, and had maintained them, through the war, againft the 
king. Such places were looked upon as having been the feats of re- 
bellion ; and it was determined, by their deftrudlion, to give fecurity 
and an example to future times. The county troops and refpeftiVc 
trained bands, to prevent tumults and infurreftions, were employed 
as guards, at the demolition of their fortifications. Taunton felt the 
effeds of thefe meafures. Its corporation were deprived of their 
charter; and its walls fo entirely erafed to the foundation, that its 
^prefent inhabitants cannot tell where they ftood-f*. 

• • Sprig[^e's England's Recovery, p. 47, 48, 53—56 and 60. 

t Locke's MS. and Heath's Chronicle, p. 512. Some workmen, iMr. Locke fays, 
lately digging for bricks, met with the mote, and, following its direi^ion, found it to be it 
Yect deep from the level of the ground, about i6 feet wide at top, and four at bottom 

This 
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This ftep by no means tended to conciliate the afFeftions c^ the 
town to the new government : though, at the inftanccof Dr. Peter 
Mew, bifhop of Winchefter, the charter, as we have before rekted, 
was reftored. Every thing, during the reign of Charles II. contri- 
buted to alarm the friends of the proteftant religion, and of the con- 
flitution, with fears of the return and full eftablifhment of popery 
and defpotifm*. When the duke of York afcended the throne, his 
condud: foon (hewed what expectations were to be entertained, con- 
cerning his views and principles. On the next Sunday, after the 
death of his brother, he went openly to mafs. His queen, her father 
confeflbr, and other ambitious catholics, inlinuated to him, that a 
(landing army, and advancing the Roman catholics to civil and mill- 
tary employments, were the only means of eftablifliing his authority : 
for the fanatics and prefbyterians were able to difturb him : and die 
loyalty of the epifcopal party, only the effed of animofity to the dif- 
fenters, was to be fufpefted. He eafily adopted the projedt that was 
fuggefted to him ; and he began to clofet men, and, by fair words 
and ample promifes, endeavoured to allure them to affift his in ten » 
tions. His zeal to introduce and eftablifli popery was fo well knowi^ 
that pope Innocent IX. in a letter to him, while he applauded it, ex- 
preffed his apprehenfions, left he fhould pufli it too farf . 

By thefe projedts and their recent fufFcrings, under Charles II. the 
minds of the people were difpofcd to favour any efforts that promifed 
the fecure enjoyments of their liberties. They looked up to a prince 
«ven of royal blood, as their futuie deliverer. 

This was James duke of Monmouth, wlio paflcd as the natural (on 
of Charles II. when prince of Waks, by Mrs. Lucy Walter, fome- 
timcs called Mrs. Barlow, dau^ht, r of Richard Walter, of Haver- 
ford-wcft, in the county of Pcn«brokf . It was fufpedted that the 
prince was married to this iadyj. It is certain, that he ever exprefled 

a par- 

• A report prevailed, that the kinp had been heard to fay, " That he would irike the 
•* nsme of parliamt nts to be forgotten in England." The Secret Hillory of the Reigns ef 
Charlee TI, and Times 11. p. 117. 

+ ThcHiftoiyoi William III. vol. I. p. 173, 174. 

t In U novel, dedicated to Wiiliam lord RuiTel, entitled, '* The Perplex^J Prirce/' 
whichpretendedto give th^fecrethiflory of Charles II. and Lucy Walter, it wa:^ aflcrted ; 

that 
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a particular kindnefs and deference to her. He had fuifFered his fer- 
vants to wait on her, at table, kneeling, and to pay all the marks of 
refpedt due only to a queen : ^na her fon, the duke of Monmouth, 
was diftinguiihed, above all his other natural fons, by great titles, 
high employments, and every expreflion of favour and affedion. 
When, by the influence of the duke of York, he was obliged to re- 
tire into Holland, his royal father followed him with proofs of the 
love which, though often dilfembled, he always bore him. He fur- 
niflied him with money, fent him kind melTagj^s, wrote to him ivith 
his own hand, formed the fcheme of recalling him to court*: and 
nothing pleafed the king more than the noble reception aflforded him 
by a prince of his blood, in a foreign country. During his abfence, 
the king could not bear any reflexions to be caft on him ; and fome 
officious courtiers found, to their coft, that to aggravate Monmouth's 
crimes was not the way to advance their own influence and fortune. 
Thefe things gave the minds of many a ftrong impreffion in favour of 
the legitimacy of his birth. In the year 1675, it was judged necef- 
fary to guard againft the confcquenccs of this belief, by parliamentary 
provifions. For, in a bill for the prefervation of his majefty's per- 
ibn and government, committed to a committee to be prepared, in- 
Arudtions were given to infcrt a cLiufe, declaring it high treafon for 
any perfon to aflert the legitimacy of James duke of Monmouth, or 
his title or pretence to the crown. This bill was read twice, and 
committed to a committee of the whole houfe : the committee was 
to prepare a claufe, that nonefhould move, in either houfe of parlia- 
ment, for the alteration of the fucceffion of the crown in the right 

that the king was certainly married to her. This book, though a mean performance, had a 
great indue icc upon the populace. Granger's Biographical Hiltory of England, vol. III. 8vo. 
p. 194. 195. 

• Welwood's Memoirs, p. 164, and Appendix XIV. and Hillory of William III. vol. I. 
1 58. This the duke of Monmouth himfelf takes notice of in his journal, of January the 5th ; 
he favs, ** I received a letter from L- , marked by 29, (/. e, the king) that, in February, I 

'* (hould certninly have leave to return." February the 3d, *' I had a letter from L , 

•' thvt my bufmels was almoft done, but* muft be fo fudden, as not to leave room for 39 
" (/. f. the duke of York's) party to counterplot." Dr. Welwood, indeed, refolves all the 
»ien?ures, here alluded to, for recalling the duke of Monmouth, ihtoadefign, not of altering 
the fucceffion, but of weakening the duke of York's party, by placing that of Monmouth 
againll it. 

S line : 
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** the hazard of being thought any thing, rather than a rafli, incoih- 
*' fiderate man. And, to tell you my thoughts, without difguife, I 
*' am now fo much in love with a retired life, that I am never like to 
*' be fond of making a bujlie in the world again'^." 

But, notwithftanding he had formed this turn of mind, and had 
fuch fentiments concerning the undertaking, the importunities and 
ardour of thofe, who were about him, prevailed with him to adt con- 
trary to his own fenfe and reafon. He had been obliged, foon after 
he had withdrawn to Bruflels, to leave that place, at the requifition 
of the governor of the Netherlands, who had been.requefibed by king 
James to command the duke to depart from the Spanilh dominion s-f-.. 
Upon receiving this notice he privately returned to Holland. Here 
he made fuch preparations, as his fituation, iind the precipitancy with 
which the deiign was conducted, allowed.: as no money was fent 
him from England, the duke pawned his jewels to purchafearms and 
freight his vefTcls, which amounted only to three fhips : one of 32 
guns, which carried moft of th-^ men, and two others deftined 
to convey their ammunition. The whole company confiftcd but of 
82 perfons. 

On the 24th of May, '685, (O. S.) they left Amjfterdam about 
tvvp of the clock, being Sunday morning, in a lighter, and failed for 
the Texeli whither their veffels had been fent before: but, the 
winds proving adverfe, they did not arrive there till Saturday, when 
they all went aboard. Here the man of war, of 3 2 gun?, on board 
of which was the duke, was arrcfted by the order of the States of 
Amflerdam, at the requiiition of the Englifli envoy; but they broke 
through the arreft, and, on Sunday morning, at break of day, fet 
fail for England. For moft part of the time they were at fea, the 
winds proved crofs, fo that their pafiage from Amfterdam to Lyme 
wanted but two days of three weeks. The duke and his company 
landed, at Lyme, on Thurfday the i ith of June, not only without 
any oppofition, but with every expreflion of joy. As foon as he 
came aftiore, he called for filence, and invited them to join in returo- 

• Welwood's Memoirs, p. 378, or Appendix, No. 15. 
t The Hiflory of William 111. vol. 1. p. 160. 
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ing God thanks for their prefervation at fea. They fell on their 
knees, and he offered their devout acknowledgments in a lliort ejacu- 
lation. They then, well armed, entered the town. Friday, Satur- 
day, Sunday, and Monday morhing were fpent in ealifting men ; 
who, in numbers, flocked to his ftandard. On Saturday night, about 
ten o'clock, 300 men were fent to Bridport, to ftorm that town 
early the next morning. They did this, and took many prifoners ; 
but, being attacked by fome of the king's forces, who were lying 
about a wood, they were forced to retreat, three or four being killed 
on each fide, and eight of the royal party b:ing taken. 

More efF;iCtually to draw the people over tohis interefl, the duke of 
Monmouth put out a manifeflo; entitled, '^ The declaration of 
" James duke of Monmouth, and the noblemen, gentlemen, and 
" others, now in arms, for the defence and vindication of the pro- 
*• teflant religion, and the laws, rights, and privileges of England." 

The preamble of this proclamation ft t forth, that the end of go- 
vernment was the happinefs and fccurity of the governed : that t'le 
Englirti conflitution was fo wifely and happily formed, as to entruft 
the prince^ with all tl>e povv^er nccellary for the v/clfare of the people 
or his own proteftion ; and yet fo to limit and reilrain him, that he 
'could not, without the violation of his oath, and the ruhs of govern- 
ment, do any hurt: that, according to the primitive frame of the 
conflitution, the rights refcrved to the people contributed to the ho- 
nour and greatnefs of the king, and his prerogatives to their protection 
and fafety : that, as all human things were fubjedl to perverfion, as 
well as decay, fo the Engliflxgovernment had often been wrefledfrom 
its firft inflitution : and that it had been very recently broken, and 
nothing left unattempted for converting a limited monarchy into an 
abfolute tyranny. 

It then taxed the whole courfe of the life of the duke of York with 
being a continued confpiracy againft the reformed religion, and the 
rights of the nation. It particularly charged him with the burning of 
London, inftigating a confederacy with France, and a war with Hol- 
land, and fomenting the popifhplot. It imputed to him the murder of 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and the afTaffination of the earl of Eflex. 
It accufed him of having, after he had afcended the throne, made an 

open 
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open profeflion of popery, and invited, into the kingdom, multitudes 
of priefts and jefuits ; of trapipling upon the laws concerning property, 
in two proclamations, requiring the colleftion of the cuftoms, and 
continuing an excife which was to have expired with the late king's 
death ; of fuborning the judges ; of advancing to the tench thofe 
whom parliament had branded for perverting the Jaws j of packing 
juries J of framing illegal charters ; and ofadvifing and procuring the 
prorogation and diflblution of parliament, in order to prevent, while 
he was duke of York, an enquiry into his crimes. 

It therefore proclaimed war againft him, as a murderer, and an 
aflaffinator of innocent men, a traitor to the nation, and a tyrant 
over the people. 

While it arraigned the condudt and government of the king, in 
ftrong and fevere terms, it held forth the views and defigns of the 
duke of Monmouth ; who in the mod folemn manner, pledged him- 
.felf to reftore and preferve the balance and temperament of the con- 
ilitution ; to eftablifli and fecure the proteftant religion j not to 
deftroy, or make war with any, even the papifts, for their religion ; 
to maintain the rights of parliament ; to hold annual parliaments, 
without any diflblution, or prorogation, within the year ; to debar 
ignorant, fcandalous, and mercenary men from the adminiilration of 
jufl:ice ; and to renew to the judges the ancient tenure of their places, 
that they fliould hold them qucmdiufe bene gefferint : to reftore to 
boroughs and cities their old charters; to repeal the corporation and 
militia adls ; to reverfe all fentences founded on any of the penal fta- 
tut^s againft proteftant diflfenters ; to profecute the duke of York, till 
he was brought to fufFer the punifhment due to the murder of the 
late king by poifbn, with which the declaration charged him : and 
to confent to, and promote, the pafllng fuch laws, as might, for 
the future, put it out of the power of any perfon, on the throne, to 
deprive the fubjedts of their rights : while he would leave his own 
title to the crown to be decided by the wifdom, juftice, and authority, 
of a parliament, legally chofen, andadting with freedom. 

It further declared an approbation of the conduft of the nobility, 
gentry, and commons, in Scotland ; who, on the like motives, had 
then taken up arms : and it required and enjoined all fincere protef- 
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tants and true Eilglifhtnen to cifFord their uttnoft aid and fuccour for 
dethroning the tyrant James duke of York: concluding, " Now let 
•* us play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God, and 
" the Lord do that which feemeth good unto him*." 

By the order of the parliament, then devoted to the king, this de- 
claration was burnt by the common hangman, which fcrved only to 
make people more eager to read it : the court, fearful what impreflions 
it would make in favour of the duke's deiign, pubUfhed a proclama- 
tion, whereby it was made treafon to fpread the faid declaration* An 
adl was pafled attainting the duke of Monmouth of high treafon ; and 
a proclamation was iflued out, promiling a reward of 5000I. to any 
one who ihould fecure him, dead or aUve-f-. The duke of Albe- 
marle, as lord-lieutenant of Devonfhire, was fent down to raife the 
militia, and to lead them againft him. This was a fervice, from 
which they were averfe ; many deferted from it, and all were cold in 
it. The obliging and gentle manners of the duke of Monmouth 
won the hearts of the people ; and the whole country was open to 
him for almoft a fortnight. 

On the Monday, after he landed at Lyme, he marched to Axmin- 
fter : and, by this time, his forces amounted to 2000 foot and 300 
horfe. After a march of about two miles, they difcovered the duke 
of Albemarle, with his army, confifting of 4000 men j defigning to 
quarter that night in the fame town. He had conducted his forces 
from Exeter, with an intention to lay a fiege againft Lyme. The 
duke of Monmouth, on finding that he was fo near, endeavoured to 
attach him to his intereft, and writ him a letter figned James Rex : 
to which the duke of Albemarle replied: *• That he never had been a 
** rebel, nor ever would be on':^:};/' Thisanfvver cut off all hopes of 
an union ; and the duke of Monmouth advanced to the town in good 
order, lined the hedges, and planted his field- pieces, expetting nothing 
lefs than a battle. But the duke of Albemarle, when he was even 
within a quarter of a mile of x\xminfter, refleding that he was at the 

• Weftern Martyrology, p. 154 — 162. Ed. in 1705.. 
+ The Hiflory of William ill. vol. 1. p. 162. 
X Idem. 
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head of a militia only, who were not difpofed to fight againft Mon- 
mouth, retreated ; and, his men fuppofing that they were purfued, 
the retreat was not efFedled without much confufion and diforder. 
Had Monmouth followed them, he might have taken all their arms, 
increafed his own forces, and have marched, without oppofition, to 
the gates of Exeter. But when it was debated, whether to purfue 
them or not, the duke, cautious of rifking the ev^ent of a battle, in fo 
early a ftage, diftrufting the fkill of forces fcarcely difciplined, and 
folicitous to make up into the country as faft as poffible, with the 
fanguine hope of a growing fupport, determined againft the meafure, 
and proceeded to Taunton : the country all the way filling the air 
with their acclamations, praying God to fucceed his arms : and, on 
his march, he is faid to have touched feveral for the king's evil*. 

On Thurfday, June the i8th, he entered Taunton: where he 
was received with unufual demonftrations of joy. The ftreets were 
thronged with people, eager to manifeft the gladnefs, with which 
his arrival filled them : and their houfcs and doors were garnifhed 
with boughs and flowers. On the next day, 26 young ladies prefented 
him' with colours, made at the expence of the townfmen. The cap* 
tain of them went before, with a naked fword, in one hand, and a 
fmall curious bible, in the other ; which fhe alfo delivered to the 
duke, making a fliort fpeech. The duke received thefe emblematical 
expreffions of the attachirxnt of the town, and of their expcdations 
from him, with great plcafure ; and aflured her, that •* he came, now, 
*' into the field, with a defign to defend the truths contained therein, 
** and to feal it with hisblcod, if there ihould be any occafion for it-f-." 

He was now, by the dint of importunity, prevailed on to takea ftep, 
from which he was very averfc : that was to aflume the title of king. 
And he was inflexible, till, bcfides its being urged that it was nccefl'ary 
to draw over the gentry, who yet had not moved in his favour, be- 
caufe they conceived that became to fet up a common- weahh; — he 
was told, that it was the only thing, in cafe of the failure of his 
attempt, to provide againft the ruin of his adherents : who, if he 

• Granger's Biographical Hiftory, vol. IV. p. 267. 
f Wcllern Martyrology, 5th edit. p. 251, 252, 
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chred himfelf king, might be flidtered by the ftatute made in the 
reign of Honry VII. in favour of thofe that Ihould obey a king defaSfo. 
Different views, it is judged, governed thofe who advifed him. Some 
thought, by it, to make the breach between king James and him ir- 
reconcilcable; and, by placing one againft the other, to pave the way 
for a common- wealth. Others were undoubtedly aftuated by un- 
feigned zeal for his honour, and a perfuafion that he was the lawful 
heir to the crown*. 

It being the general cry of the army, and thcf country, he reluc- 
tantly yielded to it: and, on Saturday nvo;ning, was proclaimed king. 
This was followed, in the afternoon, by three other proclamations : 
one, fitting a fum of money on king James' head: the fecond, declaring 
the parliament of England 2ifeditious afjhnbly: and the third, declaring 
the duke of Albemarle (who had rallied his men and lay within fix 
miles of Taunton) a traitor, if he laid not dovvn his arms. The 
duke of Monmoutli fliid at Taunton, till Sunday morning, and then 
marched for Bridgwater: he was here, alfo, cordially received; bur 
did little more than flay till the proclamation was publiflied and the 
declaration was read, as it had been in other towns, the magiftrates 
Handing by in their gowns. By this time he had between 4 and 5000 
men, and, had he not wanted arms, could have made 10,000. 

From Bridgwater he proceeded to Glaftonbury, with an intention 
to march to Briftol, and attack it : this defign was purfued, till he 
reached Keyn (ham- bridge, a few miles from Briftol. Here he was 
alarmed by the approach of a party of the royal forces, with which 
fome of his men had a fmall fkirmilh ; of whom above 20 were 
killed or wounded : whereas none of the kmg's party were flain, and 
only four, with their horfcs, taken : and lord Ncwburg received, it 
was fuppofed, a mortal wound. This fkirmifh arofc, on one fide, by 
the royal army approaching near to the duke's, mirt.iking them for 
their own forces ; and, on the other fide, by the eagernefs of undifci- 
plined men, too impetuous to wait till the enemy entered the town, 
when they might have taken them all prifoners. The duke was now 
ftrongly urged by his adherents, efpecially thofe who were natives of 

• Welwcxxi's Memoirs, 1700, p. 167, 168. 
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Briftol, and knew the difpofitions of the inhabitants; to proceed to 
that city. But, the duke of Beaufort being there, with a garrifon of 
about 4000 men, and the royal forces being, as it appeared, fo near, 
he could not be perfuaded to purfue this meafure. This, eventually, 
proved fatal to his caufe : for, had he pofl'v^lTed hinifelf of Briftol, into 
which he was offered to be condudled, by fome private ways, with 
the affurance, that no refiftance would be made by the people, he 
would not have wanted either money or arms ; and, with fuch re- 
fources as that town would have furnilhed, it would not have been 
difficult for him to have marched to London ; the king not being 
able to make 7000 men. ** But God/' fiys my author, " faw it not 
" fit for us, and overruled our confultations, to our own ruin." x\ik1 
this, at the height of their profperity. 

Thefcheme of attacking Briftol being relinquiftied, they marched 
to Bath, to lie before it, in the afternoon, and fent a trumpeter to 
demand the town. But, tiie garrifoji being ftrong, and the people 
warmly attached to the royal iiitercft, entrance was refufed. Un- 
willing to cxhauft his ftrength, and fpend his time in fiegcs, the duke 
advanced towards Frome. On his march, he was alarmed, near 
Philip's-Norton, with a fudden appearance .of a part of the king's 
army, who had entered the town, and lined the hedges. They fired 
on his men, and a brifk fkirmifh enfued. At laft, they were beaten 
with the lofs of about 30 flain in the place ; whereas the duke loft but 
I o in all, and a few were wounded. The royal army retreating within 
a mile of the town, the duke followed, and pitched about a mufket- 
(hot from it. They played their cannon one on another for fome 
hours : and the duke's forces, all the while, loft but one man ; but 
having the advantage of the ground, did great execution. The 
king's forces, at laft, retreated ; fome hundreds of men, it was faid, 
being killed and wounded. 

After this rencontre, the duke proceeded to Frome, where, though 
the people were ftrongly attached to his caufc, difafters multiplied 
againft him. A few days before his arrival, -the arms in the place 
had been taken from it, by ftratagcm. Here he teceived the difcou- 
raging intelligence of the defeat of the duke of Argyle, who made an 

attack 
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attack in Scotland; and of the advance of the king's forces from London^ 
with confiderable baggage and 30 field-pieces. This news, with the 
want of money and arms, was a damp to his hopes, and threw him into 
the greateft perplexity. In this anxious uncertainty he determined 
to return to Bridgwater ; which he reached again on Friday the 3d 
of July : and was received with the ardour of unabated attachment. 

Here he fefolved to fortify, fo as to hold his ground, till he heard 
from London. But the quickened march of the king's forces preci- 
pitated his fate. On Saturday, in the afternoon, information was 
brought to him, that they had advanced to and encamped within a 
rnile and a half of the town. On Sunday, in the afternoon, the duke 
of Monmouth, the lord Grey, and the chief officers, went up into 
the tower of the church, to take a view of them. Their infantry 
was encamped on Sedge-moor, and their cavalry lay, at fome diftance, 
from the army, in Wcfton. The foldicrs were perceived to be in a 
very remifs and carclefs pofture ; and the duke was told that no more 
was to be done, than to lock up the ftable doors, and feize the 
troopers in their beds. A council of war was held, and it was deter- 
mined to fall on the king's forces at the dead of night. About 
eleven, the duke's forces, under thecondud of a guide, Benjamin New- 
ton, marched out, and, about one, fell on the royal tents. There was a 
ditch between the two armies; and the guide promifed to lead theduke's 
men over an eafy, fordable place : but, through their impctuolity to 
begin the aflault, they loft their guide : fo that, while they endea- 
voured to recover the place, the king's forces took the alarm, and 
got on their legs. A fierce battle followed. The duke's foot fought 
well, but the horfe did not come up, nor would ftand at the noife 
of drums^andguns ; fo that two pieces of ordnance, out of four, 
were foon loft. Upon which lord Grey, who commanded the horfe, 
rode up to the duke, crying, ** All is loft, and it is time for you to 
" (hift for yourfelf." The infantry was headed by the duke himfelf, 
who, during the whole adtion, maintained the reputation of bravery he 
had gained in the world. His foot flung moft of their (hot over, fo that 
the royal foldiers were killed moft in the rear, and ran while the front 
ftood ftill. Thefe, at laft, were joined by the horfe, and were well 
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difciplined and well armed ; whereas the army of the duke was, in 
both refpefts, very deficient. His forces having fhot away all their 
ammunition, and their baggage not being in the field, were forced to 
retreat in confufion, and yield the day. Lord Grey and the duke 
fled. About 300 of his men, and 400 of the king's, were killed in 
the ad-ion : but many more of the former were loft in the retreat. 
Many adherents to the duke were taken prifoncrs ; the principal of 
whom were colonel Holmes, major Perrot, captain Madders, of 
Crewkerne, Mr. Williams, a domeftic of the duke, who had his 
grace's cloak and 200 guineas, and captain Adlam, who had about 
J 00 broad pieces quilted in his buff coat. The laft was fo mortally 
wounded, that he could not have furvived it ; but the earl of Fever- 
fham would not truft to that, fo that he commanded him to be exe- 
cuted the next day; and he was the firft who was hanged in chains 
on the moor between Wcfton and Bridgwater, where there foon was, 
to a confidcrable length*, a range of gibbets fo decorated. 

After the field was cleared of the duke's men, his lordfliip'marchcd, 
with 500 foot and a party of horfe and dragoons, to Bridgwater, where 
he found, that the duke's forces, left there, were fled and difperfcd- 
Leaving colonel Kirk in tlie town with thefe forces, he fent out di- 
vers parties in purfuit of loid Grey and the dukeol Monmouth, the 
latter of whom had made off about 20 miles frcm the moor, accom- 
panied with about 50 horfe. Dr. Oliver, one of the company, 
afterwards a phyfician at Greenwich hofpital, rode up to the duke, 
and perfuaded him to turn his courfe to the fea-coaft oppofjteto 
Wales, feize one of the paflfage boats, at Uphill, and get over to 
the other fide ; jthat he might efcape his enemies, who v» ere waiting 
for him eaflward, and fecure a retreat amongft his friends. But the 
lord Grey overruled this advice, as fooliih, and cenfured the dod^or 
for offering it-f-. 

On 

• As fcon as the earl of Feverfham had gained the viftory, he hung 20 of the prifoners, 
without trial. «• His uncle, the famous marflial Turenne," fays Mr. Granger, *• who knew 
'* and prrftifed every part of generalfliip, never treated his prifoners in this manner." Bio- 
j.raphical Hiftory, vol. iV. p. 271. 

f On the duke's ^oing aurv, the do6lor faid, with tears in his eyes, " Cod bicfs ycu, 
*^ iir, 1 ihall never lee you more :" and fo fetting fp^irs to his horfe> he rode off to Brii?o!, 
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On- the day after the fight, fome of lord Lumley's men feized lord 
Grey and another perfon, near Holt-lodge, in Dorfetfhirc, four 
miles weft of Ringwood. The duke, who had taken the fame road, 
when his horfe could carry him no farther, changed cloaths with a 
fliepherd, and went as far as his legs could carry him, attended only 
by a German, whom he had brought over with him. They were 
obferved, by one Anne Farrant, to go over an licdge, proving to be 
the out- bounds of many enclofurcs. Lord Lumley, meeting with 
this woman, and learning frdm her, that two men had taken this 
rput, fet guards upon the avenues. On the 8th of July, about five 
in the morning, the German was difcovcred and taken, who con- 
feifed that he had left the duke about one : the fhepherd had been 
before found in the duke of Monmoutli's cloaths. Being thus put on 
his trad:, the fearchwas renewed : and, about eleven o'clock, he was 
detedled, concealed in a field, under fome ftraw and fern, covered 
with a tattered cloak, with a few peafe in his pocket. The fidelity of 
one of his dogs is faid to have facilitated the fearch after him : for, 
having loft his mafter the day of the fight, this fond animal followed 
him by the fcent, and ftopt at the place where he had taken ftielter. 
He was taken, and, with lord Grey and the German, was condudted, 
under a ftrong guard, to Whitehall : where they arrived on the 1 3th 
of July. " His body," fays bifliop Burnet, " was quite funk with fa- 
" tigue : and his mind was fo low, that he begged his life in a manner 
** that agreed ill with the former parts of his Hfe. He called for pen, 
*' ink, and paper; and wrote to the queen, and to the queen dowager, 
** to intercede with the king for his life*: bcfides thefe, he fent to 
** the king the following fubmiflive letter : 
" Sir, 
" Your majefty may think it is the misfortune I now lie undeir^ 
" makes me make this application to you : but, I do aflure your ma- 

about 12 miles from the place, and concealfd hilnfelf with a friend, who knew nothing of 
his connexion with the duke ; till he returned to London in company with judge Jeffries' 
clerk, to whom his friend, who was a tovy, recommended hin. Oldmixon's Hidory of the 
Stuarts, p. 764. 

• Burnet's Hiftory of his own Times, 8vo. vol. II. p. 329. The Hiftory of William III, 
vol. I. p. 163—165. Weftern Martyrolcgy, p. 250—256. Granger's Biographical Hif- 
tory, vol. IV. p. 267. Oldmixon's Hiftory of the Stuarts, p. 704. 
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«* jefty, it is the remorfe I now h^ve in me, of the wrong I have done 
'* you in feveral things ; and now in taking up arms againft you. For 
** my taking up arms, it never was in my thoughts, fince the .king died : 
** the prince and princefs of Orange will be witnefs for me of the aflu- 
'^ ranee I gave them, that I would never ftir againft you. But my mis- 
** fortune was fuch, as to meet with fome horrid people, that made me 
** believe fuch things of your majefty, and gave me fo many falfe argu- 
*' ments, that I was fully led away to believe, that it was a (liame, and 
** a (in, before God, not to do it. But, lir, I will not trouble your 
** majefty, at prefent, with many things I could fay for myfelf, that, 
** I am fure, would move your compaflion. The chief end of this 
*' letter being only to beg of you, that I may have that happinefs as to 
** fpeak to your majefty; for I have to fay to you, fir, that, I hope, may 
** give you a long and happy reign. I am fure, fir, when you hear me,. 
** you will be convinced of the zeal I have for your prefervation ; and 
" how heartily I repent of what I have done. I can fay no more to 
** your maj.efty now, being this letter muft be feen by thofe that keep 
•* me. Therefore, fir, I ihall make an end, in begging of your majefty 
** to believe fo well of me, that I would rather die a thoufand deaths, 
*' than excufeany thing I have done, if I did not really think myfelf 
** the moft in the wrong that ever man was j and had not, from the 
" bottom of my heart, an abhorrence for thofe that put me upon it, and 
*' for the aftion itfelf. I hope, fir, God Almighty will ftrike your heart 
** with mercy and compaflion for me, as he has done mine with an ab- 
*' horrence of what I have done. Wherefore, fir, I hope I may live 
*' to fliew you how zealous I fliall ever be for your fervice; and could 
** I fay but one word in this letter, you would be convinced of it ; but 
" it is of that confequence, that I dare not do it. Therefore, fir, I do 
** beg of you once more to let me fpeak to you; for then you would be 
^' convinced, how much I fliall ever be 

*^ Tour majejiys moji bumble and dutiful 

•'MONMOUTH*." 

This letter, though drawn up in fuch fubmiflive ftrains, would 
have met with no regard, had it not been for the interceflSon of the 

* Hifloryof the Reign of William III. vol. I. p. 166, 167. 

queen 
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both on his public adlions and his courfe of life; but he did itiii z 
fofter and lefs peremptory manner : and having faid what he thought 
proper on points, where he faw he could not convince him, he turned 
tdothers fit to be laid before a dying man. 

The duke, with repeated earneilncfs, folicited the refpite of one 
day : and the king was much cenfured for denying fo fmall a favour. 
When he faw that he muft die, according to the ftridt rigour of the 
fentence, after complaining that his death was hurried on fo faft, he, 
fhewed a compofure of mind that furprized thofe that faw him : and 
he went to the place of execution with an air of undifturbed courage. 
When he faw the axe> he touched it, and faid, ** it was not iharp 
" enough." He gave the executioner but half the fee he intended ; 
and faid, if he cut off his head cleverly, and not fo butcherly as he 
did that of lord Ruffel, his man would give him the reft. A trembling 
and confufion feized the executioner, that, having given two or three 
ftrokes without being able to finifli the matter, he flung the axe out 
of his hand. The flisriff forced him to take it up, and with three 
or four more ftrokes he fevered the head from the body ; and both 
were prefontly buried in the chapel of the Tower*. 

It was faid, that a brave old orticcr, who came over with him, and 
afterwards accompanied the prince of Orange, offered, with a fmall 
pfrty of horfe, to have ventured through the guards, and take him off 
the fcaffold. But they could not be got togethcr-f-. 

The whole behaviour of the duke, through the folemn clofing 
fcjne of his life, was cafy and calm ; not without a decent chearfulnefs. 
The purport of his laft fpeech was, that he repented of all his fins ; 
and expreffcd a great concern for the blood fpilt on his account, 
ef>:ciaily as he feared the fatal confequences of it to the reformed 
religion ; that the fate of the earl of Eflex, and the death of his royal 
fa.^her, called for revenge ; while the evident attempts to introduce 
popery and arbitrary power protedied his caufc, and fcreened it from 
the charge of fad:ion and rebellion ; that he rather pitied the ftate into 
which the covetoufnefs and falihood of fome had brought themfelves. 

• Burnoi's Hirtory of his own Times, vol. II. p. 332. 
\ V/ciicrn Marc^roiOgy, p. 154.- 

and 
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and him, than he would difcover the perfons concerned in his over- 
throw: and that he heartily forgave all who had wronged him, and 
were inftrumental to his fall : and that he hoped, king James would 
ihew himfelf of his brother's blood, and extend mercy to his chil- 
dren. The following declarations were, in themfelves, Angular, and 
made great impreflions on the minds of people. 

" I have lived," he faid, " and (hall now die, in the faith of this, 
•* that God will work a deliverance for bis people : and then will be 
** difcovered the great and horrid, and fcarcely to be parallelled, vil- 
'* lainies our enemies have been guilty of: but now you fee my cafe 
** isdefperate; yet know, that I die a martyr for the people*." 
Thus died the beloved, but unfortunate, duke of Monmouth: 
** who," fays Dr. Welwood, *' feemed to be born for a better fate : 
•* for the firft part of his life was all funfhine j though the reft was 
" clouded." — The lord Grey was allowed to compound for his life : 
the earl of Rochefter had 16000I. of him; and others had fmaller 
(hares. He was required to plead guilty, and to turn witnefs to the 
convidtion of others, though with this a(rurance that none (hould 
die on his evidence. But the humiliations, with which he obtained 
his life, gave his fpirits a depreflion, from which he never recovered ; 
and, about ten years afterwards, he cut his own throat-f*. 

Thus terminated a meritorious attempt to refcue the nation from 
defpotifm. But it was not planned with prudence ; nor furni(hed 
with the proper refources for its execution, nor fupported by any 
principal and leading families at home : and the happy opportunities 
which, in the profecution of it, did arife, to give it vigor and fuccefs, 
were loft. As it was not a profperous enterprize it was ftigmatized 
as a rebellion 'y for men often charadlerize meafures more from the event 
which follows, than from the principles which diiftate, them. Had 
its i(rue been profperous, it would have gained the honourable title 
of a revolution. Things were not then fu(ficiently ripe to elFedl (b 
glorious a period to the de(igns of a popifli and arbitrary prince ; 
whofe councils and government, evidently, were diredled to the 
fubverfion of the proteftant religion, and of our free conftitution. 

• Weftcrn Martyrology, p. 162. 

t Burnet's HiHory of nis own Times, vol. II. p. 333. 
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The objedl of the duke of Monmouth's undertaking was truly 
patriotic and virtuous : though the plan of his operations was greatly 
deficient in wifdom. It was referved for another prince to effect 
without blood, what it coft him, and his adherents, a great eflfufion 
of blood, unfuccefsfuUy, to attempt. 

The head being taken off, the accomplices were purTued with 
feverity. For, whereas •* wife and good princes,*' it has been well 
obferved, " content themfelves, on fuch occafions, with punching 
" the ring-leaders, and fome few adherents ; now, by a barbarity not 
** to be parallelled in the reigns of Nero, Caligula, and the moft 
" celebrated tyrants ; not only thofe who had been actually with the 
** duke of Monmouth, but even thofe who had any way affifted, or 
«' fo much as harboured them (whether they could Jielp it or not) 
•' were equally involved in the crime of his infurreftion*." 

The lord chief jufticeJefFerie?, with four ether judges, and a body 
of troops, commanded by colonel Kirk, was fent into the weft, with 
a fpecial commiflion, to try all who had, in any degree, countenanced 
and aided the duke of Monmouth, and his followers. He fat out on 
his cruel errand, the latter end of Auguft ; " when he breathed death," 
as the hiftorian exprefTes it, ** like a deftroying angel, and fanguined 
" his very ermines with blood.'' 

He opened his commiflion at Winchefter : where the lady Lifle^ 
for concealing Mr. Hicks, a non-confoimift minifter, and Mr* 
Nelthrop (the latter a ftranger, and the former in no proclamation) 
w^as arraigned for high-treafon : though the jury, three times,- brought 
her in, fiof guilty, the menaces of the judge terrified them to change 
their verdidt, and flie was beheaded. From Winchefter he proceeded 
to Salift)ury : the prifoners, that had been taken up in different parts 
of the country, and thrown into that gaol, with thofe brought from 
Winchefter, were, by order, carried to Dorchefter : he arrived here 
on Thurfday, September the 3d. After an excellent fermon, on 
Friday morning, inculcating mercy, at which, as well as in the prayers, 
the chief juftice was feen to laugh, he repaired to the court, which, 
:by his diredion, was hung with red cloth. Having delivered a charge, 

♦ HiAory of William III. vol. I. p. i(yi. 

fraught 
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From Dorchefter, the chief juftice went to Exeter: where 243 
perfons were in cuftody for affifting the duke of Monmouth. One 
of them, Mr. Fower Acers, pleading not guilty^ on the jury finding 
a verdidt againft him, was immediately fentenced and executed, to 
terrify the reft ; who all pleaded, guilty : they were all condemned, 
but not fo great a proportion executed as in Dorfetfliire. . 

Taunton was the next theatre of his rage and cruelty : where he 
opened his commiflion with a charge full of (harp invedlives. In this 
town, and at Wells, were more than 500 prifoners. On the next 
morning the affizes began, when fome put themfelves on their trial 
and were found guilty; of which number was Mr. Simon Hamlin ; 
a man of exemplary and refpedbble character. He lived feveral miles 
from the town, and, on hearing that the duke of Monmouth was 
there, went into Tauntoni to advice and urge his fon, who rcfided 
there, not to take a part ; and was there again on bufinefs on the fol- 
lowing market- day : being a diffenter, he fell under fufpicion. The 
mayor favoured the profecution : and, on the evidence of two pro- 
fligate men, he was convidted. The mayor-attempted, afterwards, 
to fave his life, declaring to the judge, that he had committed him by 
miftake : to which Jeffries replied, ^* You have brought him on ; if 
** he be innocent, his blood be upon you." This firft cruelty in- 
duced the reft to plead guilty^ in hopes of favour ; though the only 
favour granted was a refpite, for a few days, which thofe that 
pleaded not guilty could not obtain. 

The fame expeditious procefs, the fame fevere charges to the gen- 
tlemen, the fame menaces to juries, were ufed at Wells, as at other 
places. In the whole of his circuit 264 were executed. At Ax- 
bridge 6 fuffered; at Bath, 6; at Bridgwater, 12; at Bruton, 3; 
at Chard, 1 2 ; at Caftlecary, 3 ; at CrewJcernc, i o ; at Chewton- 
Mendip, 2; at Dorchefter, 13; at Gothelefton, 2; at Dunfter, 3; 
at Dulverton, 3 ; at Frome, 1 2 ; at Glaftonbury, 6 ; at Ilchefter, 
1 2 ; at Ilminfter, 1 2 ; at Keinftiam, 1 1 ; at Langport, 3 ; at Lyme, 
I 2 ; at Minehead, 6 5 at Milbourn-port, 2 ; at Netherftowey, 3 • 
at Pensford, 12; at Philip's- Norton, 12; at Porlock, 2; at Red- 
pliffe-hill, Briftol, 6; at Shepton- Mallet, 13; at Somerton, 7; 
at South - Petherton, 3 ; at, Stogurfey, 2 ; at Stogumber, 3 • 
;at Taunton, 19; at Wincanton, 6; at Wellington, 3; at 

Wells, 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 149 

Wells, 8 ; at Wivelifcombe, 3 ; at Wrington, 3 ; and, at 
Yeovil, 8. Thus death, in its moft terrifying forms, was ex- 
hibited in every quarter; and the country overflowed with blood. 
JEvery part of it (hewed fpedtacles, at which decency bluflied, 
and humanity fhuddered. The rites of funeral were denied to 
thofe who fufFered: the houfes and fteeples were covered with 
their heads ; and the trees loaden almoft as thick with quarters, as 
with leaves. The eye was, every where, (hocked with the (ight of 
carcafes ; and the bleeding hearts of the relatives were again wounded 
with the vieiv of a parent's, a fon's, or a brother's limbs. Numbers, 
condemned to die, were afterwards delivered over to certain gentle- 
men, for tranfportation : as to Sir Philip Howard, 20Q ; to Sir 
William Booth, 200 ; to Sir William Stapleton, loo; to Sir Chrif- 
topher Mufgrave, 1 00 ; to Jerom Nipho, efq; 1 00 ; to captain 
John Price, 50; and, befides thefe, to the queen's order, 100, In 
all, 850. About fix of thefe were afterwards pardoned, and others 
were tranfported in their (lead. A confiderable number were con- 
tinued in gaol ; many were fined ; and many of thofe, who were par- 
doned or difcharged, owed their prefervation, tiot to the equity and 
mercy, but to the avarice, of their judge. For pardons were granted, 
not according to the innocence, but the wealtn, of the fuitor : and 
fold, as at Rome; di(Ferent fums, from lol. to 14,000 guineas^, 
being the purchafe of them. Of thofe, who e(caped execution, 
or tranfportation, 20 were condemned : but their names omitted 
in the warrant for execution: 52 received fentence, but were 
kept in gaol till further orders : j^ were recommended to his 
majefty's favour: 53 obtained pardon, by furrendering within four 
days after the proclamation: 35 were fined or whipped: 15 dif- 
charged, and 16 kept in cuftody, for want of evidence: and 142 
were admitted to bail. Thus 408, who were reftored to fociety, 
and their friends, were expofed to the rifk of a trial, before a ra(h 
and unjuft court, and fufFered the terrors and diflrefies of a profecu- 
tion. The ufage they received in perfbn was barbarous. The 
gaolers were compelled to (hew them to every little fellow in autho- 
rity, fo that they were daily infulted : exorbitant charges were made 
for every thing they had : their relations were not allowed accefs to 

them. 
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them^ even in time of ficknefs ; and many died, for want of afliftancc, 
of a peftilential diftejnper. 

Where it was allowed that the condudt did not juftify a capital fen- 
tence ; fevere whippings were inflidted, Mr. Staple, of Thorn- 
combe, in Devonfhire, a man of fubftance, and much beloved, 
fuffered, under a fentence of this kind, to a degree, that called out 
the pity of many. Mrs. Brown, of Lyme, for faying, in jcft, to 
an officer, " I will pay my excife to king Monmouth," was found 
guilty of a mifdemeanor, and whipt in feveral market-towns. A 
poor lad, of Weymouth, about i o or 12 years of age, who had 
taken down, and read, to the people, the duke of Monmouth's decla- 
ration, which, in the night, had been fixed up in the town, was 
tried for it ; and puniftied, in this mode, till the flefli of his back . 
was cut with the lafhes, and his life was in great danger*. 

But the moft affedling inftance of the feverity with which this 

modeof punifliment was appointed, was afforded by the cafe of Mr. 

Tutchin, a young gentleman of Hampfhire, engaged in the duke of 

Monmouth's intereft, and who was committed to prifon under the 

borrowed name of Thomas Pitts. Under this name he was tried, 

and, no pcrfon appearing as evidence againft him, was acquitted of 

rebellion. But Jefferies, before he v/as difcharged from prifon, having 

difcovered his true name, refolvcd to revenge the deception, laying, 

'* he was never fo far outwitted by' an old or young rogue in his life :" 

he firft tried to draw from the young gentleman, by an examination, 

and by the management of the gaoler, confeflions that might convid: 

himfelf, and information that might impeach feme gentlemen, in 

Hampflnre. Being defeated herein by the caution and referve of 

Mr. Tutchin, he fummoned him .to the hall again, but not choofing 

to indidt him for rebellion, he paffed on him, for changing his name, 

the following fentence r ** That he (hculd remain in prifon during 

*' the fpace of feven years : that once every year he fhould be whipt 

•* through all the market- towns in Dorfetlhire : that he fliould pay 

** a fine of 100 marks to the king, and find fecurity for his good be- 

" haviour during life." At this fentence the ladies in the court burft 

• Weftcrn Martyrology, p. 256— 260, p. 266, and p. 182, 183; and Locke's Weflern 
Rebellion. 

into 
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into tears : which JefFeries obferving turned to them, and faid, 
** Ladies, if you did but know what a villain this is, as well as I do, 
** you would fay, that this fentence is not half bad enough for him." 
The clerk of the arraigns obferved to his lordftiip, •* that, as there 
** were a great many market- towns in the county, the fentence reached 
** to a whipping about once a fortnight ; and Mr. Tutchin was a 
*' very young man/' ** Aye^" faid Jefferies, " he is a young man, but 
** an old rogue; and all the intereft in England fhan't reverfe the fen- 
'* tence I have pafTed on him." Mr. Tutchin drew up a petition to 
the king, requefling the favour of being hanged with his fellow- 
prifoners, rather than undergo this fevere fentence. The king, as 
well as the court, was fenfible of its barbarous force. But all the 
anfwer, which could be obtained, was, •* that Mr. Tutchin muft 
** wait with patience." Upon this he endeavoured to purchale a 
pardon: but JefFeries would not hear his name mentioned. A day or 
two before the execution of the fentence, he was attacked with the 
fmall-pox, to a fevere degree, and lay by himfelf, in this condition, 
without any help, but from his fellovv-prifoners : becaufe no one was 
allowed to have any communication with the gaol, where fome fcores 
died, every week, of a peftilential diforder. While he was lying in 
this miferable condition, and his life was cefpaired of, the judge was 
brought over to reverfe his fentence*. 

It is not poflible to conceive the mifery and defolation, which thefe 
proceedings mull: fpread through the country ; which •* with the 
" befom of his cruelties" this man, who, as bifhop Burnet ex- 
prefleth it, was perpetually drunk, or in a rage liker a fiiry than a 
judge, fwept away before him; and depopulated, inflead of punifhed. 
'* Young and old were hanged, by clufters, as if the chief-jufticehad 
** defigned to raife the price of halters : families were extirpated : and, 
** on bare fufpicion, a great number were tranfported beyond fea, 
" and fold for flaves, and the purchafe-money given away to papifts-j-." 
England never faw fuch fcenes of violence, rage, and cruelty, under 

• Weftcrn Martyrology, p. 224 — 227. After this Mr. Tutchin vifitcd the chiefjoflice 
in the tower. 

t Wcftern Martyrology, p. 164, and Secret Hiftory of the Reigns of Charles II. and 
James II. p. 190% 

the 
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the form of law. Lord Stawel, though a tory, was fo (hocked at 
the meafures of JefFeries, that he refufed to fee him. To refent this 
affront, the judge commanded, that colonel Bovet, a gentleman of 
Taunton, Ihould be executed at Cothelefton, where lord Stawel then 
refided*. 

In an Hiftory of Taunton it may be properly expefted, that, be- 
lides taking this general view of the proceedings of the chief juftice, 
fome particular notice fhould be paid to the memory of thofe, who 
fuffered in this town. 

Among thefe, Mr. Benjamin Hewling was a leading charadter. 
He was the fon of an eminent Turkey merchant, in London : a 
young gentleman, of good education, of fingular attainments in ma- 
thematics and natural philofophy, of a graceful perfon, untainted 
morals, and unafFeded piety. He, and his brother, Mr. William 
Hewling, engaged, as their own words were, with the duke of 
Monmouth, " for the Englifh liberties and the proteftant religion.'* 
They came over with the duke, the former, with the command of 
a troop of horfe, and the latter, as a lieutenant of foot. Mr. Benja- 
min Hewling had particularly fignalized himfelfin feveral fkirmiflies, 
and, a little before tlie battle of Sedge -moor, was fent, with a detach- 
ment of his own troop and two more, to fetch cannon from Mine- 
head ; and came not up, till the field was loft : as the beft of Mon- 
mouth's men were in this detachment, the fatal cataftrophe of the 
day was fuppofed to be much owing to their abfence. After the 
difperiing of the duke's army, Mr. Benjamin Hewling, with his 
brother, fled, and put to fea ; but were driven back again, and at the 
hazard of their lives, got to fhore. Seeing the country filled with 
foldiers, and every way of defence, or efcape, being cut off, they 
furrendered themfelves prifoners to a gentleman, who refided near 
the place of their landing ; and from thence were fent to Exeter gaol, 
on the I 2th of July. 

They were kept here fome time, and their behaviour fccurcd the 
refpedl of thofe who were inimical to their caufe. On the 27th of 
July they were put on board the Swan frigate, to be conveyed to 

* Locke's Wellera Rebellion, p. 9, note, f. 

London : 
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Loftdon : their carriage, during the palTage, conciliated the kindnefs 
of the captain and officers. When they arrived in the river Thames, 
captain Richardfon, the keeper of Newgate, took them into his 
cuftody, and condudled them to that prifon. Here they were feparated, 
great irons put on them, and their friends denied rxcefs to them. 
After great importunity and cxpence, fome of their near rehtions had 
permiffion to fpeak a fev/ words to them, in tlie prcfencc of the keeper : 
to which they replied ; *' they were cont :^r. 1 with the will of God, 
** whatever it fliould be/' After three vva:-.;: ; connnement in New- 
gate, orders v/ere given to bring them do\S'n into the weft for trial. 
On being told this, they anfwered, *' they were glad of it." The 
chearfulnefs of their deportment, at their leaving this prifon, fur- 
prized the fpeftators; who faid upon it, *' furely they had received 
•* their pardon, clfe they could never carry it with that chearfulnefs 
*' and courage." But thefacS was, that, whatever hopes they received 
from their friends, they had no expectations of this for themfelves, 
from firft to laft. In their journey to Dorcheftcr, tiie keepers, who 
attended them, declared, *• that their carriage was fo grave, fcrious, 
'* and cliriilian, tliat made them admire to fee and hear, what they 
'* did from fach young men." And, though their fituation, 
on their journey, from the heavy irons wiai which they were 
loaded, and the inhuman treatment they met with, was particu- 
larly painful : yet they preferved, through it, the fame compofure 
and tranquillity of mind, riling indeed to joy. They profefled, ** that 
** they v/ere bjtter, and in a more happy condition than ever, in their 
*' lives, from the fenfe of the pardoning love of God, in Jefus Chrift, 
*' to their fouls; wholly referring themlelv js to their wife and gracious 
** God, to choofe for. them life or death :" cxpreffiag themfelves thus ; , 
*' Any tiling, what pleafes God, what he fees bcft, fo be it : we 
*' know, that he is able to deliver, but, if not, bleffed be his name : 
** death is not terrible, now but delirable." Mr. Benjamin Hew- 
ling, particularly, added : *' As for the world, there is nothing in it 
** to make it worth while to live, except we may be ferviceable to 
** God therein." And afterv^'ards faid, *^ Oh ! God is a ftrong re- 
** fuge : I have found him fo indeed." 

X On 
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On the 6th of September, he was commanded to be conduced, 
for trial, to Taunton ; and, on taking leave of a near relation, who 
ftaid at Dorchefter, to fee the ifliie of his brother's trial, he faid ; 
** Oh ! bleffed be God for afflidtions ; I have found fuch happy 
" eiFedls, that I would not have been without them for all this 
'' world." 

The event of his trial was, his being condemned to die. To the 
end, he continued to exprefs a fuperiority to the fear of death, a chearful 
expedlation of it, and a ftrong fenfe of fpiritual and eternal things ; 
complaining of nothing, in his circumftances, but want of a place 
of retirement, to give full and uninterrupted vent to his devotional 
feelings. He exprefled great pleafure in the review of the penitent 
fentiments, with which his mind had been imprefled, and of the 
convid:ion he had of the bleffednefs of a reconciliation with God, 
the excellency of holinefs, and ' the pleafures of piety. To thefe 
fentiments he was no ftranger, during the hurries of a military life ; 
but he reflected on his confinement, in Newgate, as the fwecteft 
period of his exiftence, becaufe, then they were moft lively and 
powerful. 

He fpoke of the difappointment, that had attended the caufe, in 
which he had embarked, with much concern and grief; becaufe of 
>the connexion he conceived it had with the glory of God, and the 
freedom of his country : but, as to the perfonal profperity, which 
might have arifen from it, he declared, that it appeared to him of 
fmall account, as it could not have been either fatisfyingor permanent, 
for death would have put a period to it all. He added, " thai, 
^' perhaps, he might have been fo foolifli as to have been captivp.ted 
** with it, to the negledt of eternal concerns ; and, in this view, his 
^* prefent circumftances were incomparably better.*' 

His converfe was tindtured with expreflions of great delight in 
the moft holy and virtuous characters, of ftrong compafllon for the 
fpiritual welfare of others, andofearneft folicitude to awaken them 
to ferious views and fentiments : faying, ** that death and eternity 
^' are fuch weighty concerns, that they deferve the utmoft attention 
^* of our minds : that the way to receive death, chearfully, is to pre- 

" pare 
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" pare for it ferioufly : and that, if God (hoiilJ phafc to fparc their 
** lives, there was the fame reafon to be fcrious, and fpend their re- 
•* maining days, in his f^ar and fjrvice." Me took great care to 
maintain the worfliip of God with his fellow-prifoners. 

Three or four days before he or they, who were condemned with 
him, were to fuffer death, there was a report that no more fliouid 
die : on which, he faid, ** I don't know what God hath done, be- 
" yond our expectations : if he dothprobnr^ my life, I am fire it is 
" all his own, and, by his grace, I will v.!i )l!y devote it to him." 
But this report was not well founded : and Lo far was it from being 
true, that when Mifs Hannah Hcwling, his iiiler, fupplicated the 
judge's mercy, in behalf of her brother, and oficred lool. forthe 
refpite of the execution, for two days only, he refufed her even this 
fmall favour : and, as ihe hung on his coach, imploring his attention 
to her fuit, he commanded the coachman to cut her hands and fingers 
with his whip, to make her let go her hold. And, on the 29th of 
September, about ten or eleven, at night, they were told they mull 
die the next morning. This notice was fudden and unexpedted : on 
which Mr. Hewling made this reflexion ; ** Though men defign to 
" lurprize, God doth, and will, perform his word, to be a very 
" prefent help in trouble." 

On the morning of his execution, his chearfulnefs and comfort 
were much increafed : and he waited for the flieriff" with the greateft 
ferenity of mind, faying ; ** Now the will of God is determined, to 
" whom I have referred it, and Jie hath chofen, mofl certainly, that 
•* which is bcft." Afterwards, with a fmiling countenance, he 
difcourfcid on the glory of heaven, remarking, with much delight, on 
the 3d, 4th, and 5th verfes of the 22d chapter of Revelations : then 
he delired to have the 2d of Corinthians, chap. v. to the 1 oth verfe, 
read to him. His comforts increafed, and he exprefled his plcafur- 
able hopes, and good afTurance, of his interefl: in this glorious inheri- 
tance, and of his being about to take pofleflion of it. On this ground 
he faid, ** death was more defirable than life : and that he had 
** rather die than live any longer." As to the manner of his death, 
he faid : ** When 1 have confidered others under thefe circumftanccs, 

X 2 •* I have 



156 HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 

*' I have thought it very dreadful -, but, now God hath called nie to 
** it, I blefs God I have quite other apprehenfions of it : I can now, 
*' chearfully, embrace it as an eafy paflage to glory : and, though 
'* death feparates from the enjoyment of each other here, it will be 
^' but for a very lliort time, and then we Ihall meet in fuch enjoyments 
** as now we cannot conceive, and for ever rejoice in each other's 
*^ happinefs." Then, reading the fcripturjs, and muling with himfelf, 
he intimated the great comfort he derived from it; Ciying, *' O what 
*' an invaluable treafure is the bleflcd word of God ! in all conditions 
** there is a ftore of ftrong confolations." One defiring his bible, he 
faidj " No, this fliall be my companion to the laft moment of my life/' 
He and his fellow fufferers maintained, and difplayed, the fame ferene, 
chearful, and devout frame of mind to the laft moment : the fpetlators 
were affedled and aftonifhed; faying, ** that it both broke and re- 
** joiced their hearts., and made death appear with another afpcdl." 
The foldiers, who had infultingly faid, *' Surely thefe perfons have 
" no thoughts of death, but will find themfelves furprized by it ;"• 
now changed their tone, declaring ; *' that they now faw he and they 
" had fomething extraordinary within, that carried them through 
** with fuch joy." Others of them faid, ** that they were fo convinced 
•^* of their happinefs, that they would be glad to change conditions 
** with them." A great ofiicer, in the king's army, was often heard 
to fay : •* If you would learn to die, go to the young men of Taun- 
«' ton." And fome of the bittereft of tlicir enemies, in the town, 
as they were carried to their grave, declared ; ** that thofe perfons 
** had left a fufficient evidence, that they were now glorified faints 
" in heaven." 

Mr. Benjamin Hewling was but 22. His brother, who was 
younger, was executed, about the fame time, at Lyme, and met 
death with the like magnanimity and alacrity*. The enormous funi 

of 

• Mr. Granger gives us the following flrikinc: anecdote concerning the grand-father of 
the Hewlings, on their mother's fide, Mr. Wm. Kiffin, an eminent merchant. 1 his perfon, 
who was thought to have a confidcrable influence in London, was therefore Tent for to couit 
by king James, who told him, that he had put his name as an alderman in his new charter. 
" Sir," replied Kiffin, ** I am a very old man ; I have withdrawn myielf from all kinds 

" of 
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of loool. was exadled, of the fifter of Mr. Benjamin Hewling, for 
permiflion to bury his remains, in St. Mary Magdalen's church; and 
this, not without the intereft of a great officer in the king's army*. 

Among others, who were executed with Mr. B. HewUng, was 
Mr. Parret, a brewer, of the city of London. He had been very 
zealous for the duke, by whom he was made a major. He met 
death, as a man ahnoft unconcerned at it, and addrelfed the fpec- 
tators, more like a minifter, in the pulpit, than a prifoner, going to 
be executed-f-. 

AnotTier, who fuffered at the fume time, was Mr. Abraham 
Anfley, who was firft made a lieutenant, and afterwards a captain 
of foot, was engaged in every aftion, and nobly difdained preferving 
his own life, as he might have done, on the condition of impeaching 
others. He died, declaring that he had adted from a convi<ftion that 
it was his duty to venture his life in defence of the proteftant religion 
againft popery and arbitrary pow^r ; and that, had he a thoufand 
lives, they, fliould all be engaged in the fame cmifej. 

A third fellow- fufferer, on the fame day, was Mr. William Jenkyn j 
a young gentleman of fober, virtuous manners, great vivacity, and 
ready wit. He had a happy genius for mechanics, and was a good 
claffical fcholar. His father was a non-conformift minifter in 
London ; who, for his opinion, had been caft into Newgate, where 
confinement and want of ufual cxcrcife foon killed him : which 
led this his only fon to give rings, at his funeral, with the following 
motto ', '* William Jenkyn§, murdered in Newgate." The death 

of 

*' of bufinefs for fome years pall, and am incapable of doing any fervicc, in fuch an afFair, to 
** your majelly or the city. Belides, fir," (the old man went on, fixing his eyes ftcdfaftiy 
on the kinr^, while the tears ran down his cheeks) *• the death of my grandfons gave mc a 
*' wound, which is dill bleeding, and never will clofe but in the grave." Biographical 
Hiftory, vol. IV. p. 324, note. 

• Locke's Weflern Rebellion, p. 2. 

f Weftcrn Martyrology, p. 188. 

X Idem, p. 204. 

§ The (cntiroent conveyed, in this motto, naturally fuggefted ilfelf to his mourning (on 
from what the father faid a little before his death, viz. that a man might be as efFedlually 
murdered in Newgate as at Tyburn. He died there, January 19, 1685, ^8^^ 7^> having 
been a prifoner four months. A nobleman, having heard of his happy releafe, faid to the 

king 5 



X58 HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 

of his father imprcflcd his mind with a ftrong fenfe of the ini- 
quitous meafures of government, and difpofed him to embark in 
oppofition to it. He and feveral young gentlemen rode down, 
from London, into the weft, a little before the duke of Monmouth 
landed : and were taken up on fufpicion, and thrown into Ilchefter 
gaol ; where they lay, till the duke came and releafed them : in 
whofe army Mr. Jenkyn continued, till the rout. He was tried and 
condemned at Dorchefter. When he was apprized of the uncertainty 
of procuring his pardon ; he leplied, " Well, death is the worft they 
*' can do ; and, I blefs God, that will not furprize me, for I hope 
** my great work is done." So far from being deje<3:ed at the profpedt 
of it, he did not appear to loofe any of his natural livelinefs and 
fpirits, and was rather cenfured as inconfiderate of his condition : to 
which he anfwered, ** Truly, this is fo much my natural temper, 
** that I cannot tell how to alter it : but, I blefs God, I have and do^ 
" think, ferioufly, of my eternal concerns : I do not allow myfclf to 
" be vain, but I find caufe to be chearful, for my peace is made with 
** God, through Jefus Chrift my Lord : this is my only ground of 
" comfort and chearfulnefs, the fecurity of my intereft in Chrift ; 
** for I expedt nothing but death : and, without this, I am fure death 
" would be moft dreadful : but, having the good hope of this, I 
" cannot be melancholy." When he was urged to attempt an efcape, 
under difguife, he declined it; faying, " No; I cannot tell how to 
*' difturb myfelf about it, and methinks it is not my bufinefs, now I 
** have other things to take up my thoughts : if God faw good to 
** deliver me, he would open fome other door ; but, feeing he has 
** not, it is more for the honour of his name we ftiould die, and fo 
" be it." When no profpedt of faving his life was left, though in- 
tereft was made, and feveral fchemcs formed, with that view, he 
fpake much of the admirablenefs of God*s providence in thofc things 
that feem moft againft us, bringing the greatcft good out of them : 

king ; *' May it plcafe your majefty, Jenkyn has got his liberty." Upon which he afked 
• with eager nefs, ** Aye, who gave it him?*' The nobleman replied, •* A greater than your 
** majefty, the king of kings ;" with which the king feemed greatly llruck, and remained 
filent. Sec Palmer's Non-conformill's Memorial, vol. I. p. loo. 

" For," 
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** For," faid he, '* we can fee but a little way: God is only wife in all 
*' his difpofals of us : if we were left to choofe for ourfelves, we (hould 
** choofe our own mifery." 

The fentiments, with which he reflected on the part he had adlcd, 
appear from a letter to his mother, on the night preceding his exe- 
cution. To whom he wrote thus : *' I blefs God, I die with a clear 
** confcience ; and, though I have deferved much worfe, at the hands 
** of God, for my paft fins, than I am like to undergo, yet I count, 
" with refped: to man, I die a martyr for the proteftant religion, and 
** merely for doing my duty in oppofing that flood of popery, which 
" feemed to be juft overwhelming the church and intereft of Chrift 
" in thefe nations : and Iwifhthat the prudentialiftsof our age, that 
** have withdrawn their helping hand from fo glorious a defign, do 
" not, within a few days, feel the fmart they have deferved by this 
** their bafenefs." The honourable thoughts he entertained concern- 
ing the divine providence, are exprefiTed in a letter to a fifter a few 
days before this. ** And now, dear fifter, I take my leave of you, 
*' and commit ypu to the protection of that God, who has made every 
*' thing beautiful in his time, and will fhew you the meaning of 
" this providence, which now we do not underftand : to whom, I 
** truft, lam now going, and in the enjoyment of whofe prefence 
" I doubt not but, ere long, you will meet, dear fifter, your aflfec- 
*' tionate brother." 

Many fuch devout and rational fentiments he delivered, under the 
view of his death. When it was obierved, that the apoftles died a 
violent death, he replied; ** Nay, a greater than the apoftles, our Lord 
** himfelf, died, not only a fliameful, but a violent, death:" adding, 
** This manner of death hath been the moft terrible thing in the world 
•' to my thoughts : but, I blefs God, now I am neither afraid, nor 
'* aftiamed to die." 

The fame chearfulnefs and ferenity of mind appeared to the laft ; 
and, indeed, increafed and brightened his countenance with comfort 
and joy ; infomuch that fome of his enemies, who had cenfured his 
chearfulnefs as inconfideration, and expedled to fee him much fur- 
prized, profefi!ed themfelves aftonilhed, that fuch a young man, 

(but 
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(but one or two and twenty) fliould leave the world, and go through 
death as he did*, 

Mr. Hucker, whom we have noticed particularly in a former 
chapter, having conducted himfelf, under confinement, with a 
chriftian fpirit, difplayed a pious fortitude, at the laft moments, 
which aftoniflied the fpedtators. 

Another, out of the 1 9 executed at the fame time, was Mr. Gate- 
hill, conftable of the hundred ; who had been forced, againft his in- 
clinations, by fome of the duke's party, to execute a warrant for 
bringing in provifions for the army. As he was drawn to execution, 
he looked on the people, and faid; " A populous tmvn: God blef& 
*' itf ." 

Befides the courage and chearfulnefs, with which thefe perfons,. 
and others, who laid down their lives in the fame caufc, died ; it was 
alfo remarked, that moft, if not all, dropt expreflions, which not 
only indicated their confidence in the final fuccefs of the caufe of 
liberty and pro te flan tifm, for which they fuffered, but forebodings of 
that great deliverance, which providence, in a few years, accom- 
pliihcd by the prince of Orange. 

Mr. Nellhrop fiid, ** God had, in his wonderful providence, 
** made him, and others, inftruments, not only in v/hat was already 
'* fallen out, but, he b>^lieved, for hallcning fome other great icork^ 
** he had yet to do in thcfj kim^doms.'* — Mrs. Gaunt's words were ; 
** God's caufe fhall revive, and he will v\c?A it at another rate than 
'* he hath yet donci ag^.inft all its malicious oppofcrs :'' and flie 
added, with reference to thofc who are i\\ power, ** that, though 
'* they were feeinin*;ly fixed, and ufing their power and violence 
*' againft ihofc they had now got under them, yet, unlcfs they could 
*^ Jecure Jtfus Chrijlj and all his holy angels y they fliould never do 
** their bulincfs, bat vengeance would be upon them, ere they were 
'* aware.'' — Captain Anfley declared his expedation, ** that, though 
** it had pKafcd the wife God, for reafons beft known to himfelf, 
** now to blaft their defigns, yet he would deliver his people, by 

• Wcftcrn Marty rclogy, p. 122. — iz8. 
-i; Idem, p. 2r4, 215.' 

** ways 
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** ways they knew not, nor thought of." — Mr. Hewling exprefled 
the fame hope, faying ; ** I queftion not, but, in his own time, God 
*' will raife up other inftruments to carry on the fame caufe they 
" died for, for his own glory." — Mr- Larke declared, '^ that he was 
** confident God would revenge their bloods." — To mention no more, 
Mr. Parret died, defiring '* all not to be flint-hearted, becaufe of 
** their fall, and to think that there were no hopes remaining ;" 
adding, ** he verily believed, God would yet work out deliverance 
^* for them, and, at the time they were in the greateft extremity, 
** that would be God's opportunity. Put your whole truft andcon- 
'* fidence and dependence in the Lord, and he will never leave you 
" nor forfake you*." 

Such language, fo ftrongly expreflive of the firmnefs of their 
minds, conveying fo full a convi<3:ion of the redtitude of their caufe, 
and fo lively a perfuafion of its final fuccefs, naturally made great 

• Weftern Martyrology, p. 103, 104, and p. 189. Mr. Sampfon Larke, who was exe- 
cuted fit Lyme the 12th of September, v/.is an eminent, pious, aged, non-conformift mi- 
niftcr, very charitable to the poor, and ailiduous in the duties of his funftion. His death 
was greatly lamented, not only by his congregation, but by the inhabitants of the town. 
As he was about to addrefs the populace before his execution, he was interrupted, by the 
guard, with this laconic obfervation : ** that the work of the day was fo great they could 
•* not affbrd him lime." To which he replied, ** he could make application, where he 
*' fliould not meet with interruption :'* andfo prayed with great devotion and fervor.— Mrs. 
Gaunt, who refided at Wapping, and was a baptift, is reprefented to have been an 
excellent woman, of great hofpitality, and kindnefs, toall true chriftians ; though, in fome 
things, of a dilferent perfuafion. Her particular bufinefs and delight was to vifitthe gaols, 
and aflift, relieve, and entertain, thofe who fufFered for con fcience fake, and for their oppo- 
fition to popery and arbitrary government. Among others, whom (he favcd from ftarving, 
was one JJurton, with his wife and family. Thefe perfons were fo infamoufly ungrateful, 
as to lay this kindnefs to themfelves in charge againft her : and for this, though the evidence 
was legally infufftcient, (he was condemned to die, and burnt the 23d of Oftober.— Mr. 
Nelthrop was one of thofe, whom lady Lifle had fheltercd ; he was accufed and executed 
for being concerned in a defign to afTaffinate king Charles IL and the duke of York ; 
whifh, in his lall moments, he explicitly and folcmnly denied. He came over with the 
duke of Monmouth : was firft committed to the prifon, at Salifbury, and then removed to 
Newgate. He was executed the 30th of Odlober. He generoufly difdained the offer made 
him, of faving his own life, by becoming an evidence againft others. The agitation of his 
mind, during his clofe confinement, at length terminated in dillra^ion : but, before his 
execution, the exercifc of his judgment and underftanding returned ; and he died, not only 
with compofeclnefs of mind, but with comfort and joy ; addreffing thefpedators in afpeech, 
at once pertinent and recolledled, and breathing fuitable fentimenrs of charity and de- 
votion. Weftern Martyrology, p. 173, Sec. p. 130 — 140. 

Y impreflions 
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impreffions on the fpedlators. It muft appear to thofe who review it at 
this diftance of time, as fomething extraordinary^ efpecially, when it is 
confidered, that thefe were the fentiments of perfons of different fexes 
and ages, and in different places ; uttered in a calm and ferene ftate of 
mind : and, that they were afterwards fignally confirmed by the corres- 
pondent event. If we do not afcribe thefe declarations to a divine 
forefight, we mufl confefs, that they could arife from nothing fhort 
of full, rational views of the nature and merits of the caufe, in which 
they had engaged, as involving in it the civil and religious interefts of 
the nation ; and an unufual comprehenfion of mind, looking above 
prefent difcouraging and dark appearances. And, it is not to be 
, doubted, but that the very difappointment and fufferings, which 
they experienced, did really operate to bring about a revolution; to 
make it an objedl of more general and ardent defire ; and even to pre- 
cipitate it, by leaving king James, for the prefent, more at Jiberty to 
pufh his unconftitutional, oppreflive, and odious meafures. 

But, waving thefe reflections, it is time to return to Taunton j 
which was marked, befides the executions we have mentioned, with 
. other fcenes of oppreflion and cruelty. The maidens, who carried 
the colours before the duke of Monmouth, though fome of them 
were children of eight or ten years old, were not fuffered to efcape 
the rigour of the chief-juflice's inquifition. Mifs Mary Blake, for 
making the colours prefented to the duke, was committed to Dor- 
chefter gaol, where fhe died of the fmall-pox, which difeafe then 
prevailed in the prifon. Another, of thefe young ladies, furrendered 
herfelf, in the courts begging mercy from the judge; who, when 
fhe was produced before him, looked on her with a very fierce coun- 
tenance, and, raving, cpmmanded the gaoler to take her. This ftruck 
fuch terror into the poor girl, that, pulling her hood over her face, 
fhe fell a weeping : and the gaoler, removing her immediately out of 
the court, (he died, not many hours after, with fear*. 

When, this minifler of royal refentment being tired with executions 

and glutted with blood, a general pardon, with exceptions, came 

,<nit i thefe young ladies were amongft the exceptions. The view of 

• Weftern Martyrology, p. 221— 250. 

the 
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thie court was to raife fums of m6ney, for their ranfom, from their 

Barents ; which were granted, as'a Chriftmas-box, to the maids of 
onour. The amount of the demand was 7000L Mr. Bird, the 
town-clerk, would have officioufly intruded himfelf, as agent, into 
the management of this bufinefs : but his fervices were refufed. The 
duke of Somerfet took up the affair in favour of the court ladies ; and 
folicited, by letter, the afliftance of Sir Francis Warre, hart, of' 
Heftercombe j to whom he applied to have the miftrefs and the 
maidens, of whofe names he fent a lift, taken into cuftody. He re- 
quefted this gentleman to recommend fome perfon, in whom he ' 
could confide, to take the adive part under his diredtion, and whom, 
by a letter of attorney, the maids of honour might employ to fue the 
girls. But Sir Francis Warre, unwiUing to be concerned in the 
bufinefs, reprefented to the duke, that the fchool -miftrefs was a 
woman of mean birth, and that the fcholars worked the banner by 
her orders, without knowing of any offence*. On this further pro- 
ceedings ' 

• On the information of C. W. Bainpfylde, efq; by whofc obliging commilnicatiohs> the 
author is f urnifhed with the following copies of the duke of Somcrfet's letters : 

I doe here fend you a lifl of the Taunton Maydes you living foe nere to Taunton makes ' 
ine think that you know fome of thfein, therefore pray fend me word by the firft opertunity 
whether any of thcfe are in cuftody and whoe they arc, and if any one of thefe are not in ' 
cuftody letc them be fecured efpecially the Schbole Miftrefte and likewife fend me word if 
you know any one of thefe becaufe there are fome friends of mine that I belive upon eafy 
terms might get theire pardon of the king, pray fend me an anfwer by the ^rft opertunity ,* 
and in fo doing this you will oblige your humble Servant 

London, Dec. 12, 1685. SOMERSET. 

(The addrefs torn off.) 

I have acquainted the Maydes of honour with this buifehefle of Mr. Birde and they doe 
all fay that he never had any authority from them to proceede in this matter and that they 
have this poft writt to him not to trouble himfelfe any more in this affaire foe that if you will 
proceede on this matter according to my former letter you will infinitely oblige your very 
humble Servant 

Jan. 14, 1685. SOMERSET. 

If you can iecure any of them'pray doe and lett me have account of this letter as foon as •* 
you Ciin. 

For Sir Francifle Warre, Bart. 
To be left at poft-houfe in Taunton, Somerfets: 

We have here thought fitt that things would be better managed if there was a letter of 
Attorney given to fome body (that you fhould think fitt and capable of) for to ayde and 

Y a aina 
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ceedings were dropt. But not till the fums of looL and 50I. 
had been gained from the parents of fome of them*. 

It is not to be wondered at, that the name of Jetferies has been, ever 

fince, odious in the weft of England : and continued, while the 

memory of his tranfadlions was frefh, to excite indignation and 

horror. It was the name of a murderer, in the robes of the lord 

chief juftice, openly trampling upon the laws themfelves. Mr. 

Granger, whofe language I have adopted, fays, ** he has feen an old 

** woman, who kept a little ale-houfe, and whofe mother was an 

*' eye-witnefs to the fliocking barbarities of thofe times, kindle into 

'* rage, and melt into pity, upon relatingJthe cataftrophe of Mon- 

" mouth, and the cruelties of JefFeries : and that the late countefs 

** of Pomfret met with very rude infults from the populace 6n the 

** weftern road, only becaufe fhe was the grand -daughter of this 

** inhuman judge*." 

To this detail of cruelties, praftifed under the cloak of a judicial 
procefs, muft be added the military executions of colonel Kirk 
(called by Eachard, a bold and loofe foldier of fortune), whofe vio- 
lence and barbarity furpaffed, if poffible, the proceedings of JefFeries. 
He was an officer in the king's army at the battle of Sedge- moor : -and, 
on the day after the event of that battle, he came to Taunton with a 
number of prifoners and two cart loads of wounded men. He imme- 
diately hanged 19 of tliefe, on the Cornhill, by military law, their 
wounds yet bleeding ; witliout any form of trial, or even fufFering 

aflift you in it that thcfe may be noe other to tranfafl this buifcnefle but your fclfc and another 
of your recommending that (hould bufslc and ftir about to eafe you, if that you know of any 
fuch man that you can trull pray lett me know it by the firll opertunity ^hat the Maydes of 
honour may figne his letter of Atturney, pray lett them know that if they doe thus put it off 
from time to time that the Maydes of honour are refolved to fue them to an Outlary, fo that 
pray do you advife them to comply with what is reafonable (which I think 70CO is) for 
them : I muft beg a thoufand times over your pardcne for giving you this trouble and will 
never omitt any thing wherein 1 can fcrvc you Sir I am your very humble Servant 
LonJoft, yaa.iu 1685 6. « SOMERSET. 

For Sir Francifle Warre, Bart. 
To be left at the poft-houfe in Taunton, Somerfetts: 

♦ Weftern Martyrology, p. 266, and Mr. Locke's MS. 
f Biographical Hiftory^ voL IV. p. 308, 309. 

*♦ their - 
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their wives and children to fpeak to them, and to foothe their laft 
agonies by a farewell embrace. As they were executing, this bar- 
barous oriicer, who had long commanded at Tangier, and there learnt 
favagenels from the Moors, commanded the pipes to play, the trum- 
pets to found, and the drums to beat, that the mulic might drown 
the cries of the dying vidlims, and the lamentations of the populace 
and relatives. , The mangled bodies of thefc unfortunate men were, 
by his order, immediately dripped, their breafts cleaved afunder, and 
their hearts, while warm, were feparatcly thrown into a large fire ; 
and, as each was caft in, a great fhout was raifcd, faying, *' There 
*' goes the heart of a traitor.'' When they were burnt, their quar- 
ters were boiled in pitch, and hung up at all the crofs ways and public 
parts of the town and neighbourhood. 

He hanged one man, on the White-Hart fign-poft, three times, 
to try, whether he would own that he had done amifs : but, when 
he expreffed a refolute adherence to the caufc in which he fujfFered, 
and faid, if it were to do again, he would engage in it. Kirk diredled 
he fhould be hung in chains. When the rope, with which a captain 

of W was hanged, broke, and gave him the flattering hope that 

he (hould fave his life, .a ring-rope was taken from a market horfe, 
and the execution completed. As no executioner could be procured 
in Somerfetfliire, the colonel fent to Exeter for one belonging to the 
county of Devon : who, in difcharging his office, was obferved to 
be above his ankles in human blood. 

The name of lambsy which colonel Kirk gave to the foldiers, who 
were mofl ready and adlive in the fervice, marked the pleafure with 
which he faw his Cruel orders executed. 

The colonel, one day, invited his officers to an entertainment, and, 
after dinner, he commanded 30 men to be executed, by 10 at a time, 
while the glafs went round in three healths; one to the king, a fecond 
to the queen, and a third to judge Jeffi:ries; of whom news wasjufl 
then received, that he was to try the rebels. When, in thelafl ago- 
nies of departing life, the feet of the dying were obferved to fhake, 
he would cry out : ** They fhall have mufic to their dancing ;" and 
commanded his trumpets to found, and the drums to beat, furrounded 

. by 
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.by the foldiers, with the colours flying*. ** This," obferves bifhop 
vBurnet, ** was both Co illegal and inhuman, that it might have been 
** expedled that fome notice would have been taken of it;" whereas- 
Kirk was only chid for it. But the mofl fhocking outrage againft 
all decency, generofity, and humanity, with which, if it be true, . 
the charafter of colonel Kirk is blackened, is his condudt to a beau- 
tiful young woman, whom he decoyed to his embraces with the pro- 
mife of fparing the life of a perfon, endeared to her by blood or 
affedlion : and, in the morning, he is laid to have condudted the 
credulous, abufed female, to fee the perfon, for whom fhe had made 
the facrifice of her virtue, hanging on the fign-poft of the inn> 
where he had glutted his brutal lull. Shame, remorfe, and dillrac- 
tion, feized the unhappy, injt^red fair one; and flie died within a 
few daysf . 

When 

• Mr. Locke's MS. Weftern Martyrology, p, 216. Bifhop Burnet's Hiftory of hi» 
own Times^ vol. IL p. 334. 

f The reader will obferve, that the above horrid fafl is related in a manner, that inti- 
mates fome doubt of its credibility. The truth of it has> very lately, been doubted and 
difcuiTed in a periodical work, principally devoted to literature and antiquities. It is al- 
ledged againil the reality of it, that there is a difagreement in the evidence ; one writer 
fays, that the young woman yielded hcrfelf to Rirk's defire for the fake of her huiband,. 
another for her father, and another for her brother; and though j^aloufy nugkt have urged 
the execution of a hufband, in cafe the perfon were a fathepor » brother, it is not to bo 
conceived what end his death would have anfwered : that it is incredible, that a man wha 
could have committed fuch an inhuman a^ion, fuch a wanton barbarity, could afterwards 
have been confiiked with the Sidneys and Cavcndiflies on the plan for the revolution ; or 
that the glorious William could have armed fuch a wretch in the caufe of liberty : 
that the original (lory, which party virulence applied to Kirk, may be found, if not in 
Shakefpear's '• Meafure for Meafure," in N® 491, of the Speflator : where, we arc 
told, that the duke of Burgundy executed Rhynfault, governor of Zealand, for having 
abufed the credulity of Sapphira, the wife of Paul Danvelt, under the idea of pardoning 
a fuppofed crime of her hufband ; and then, deviating from the terms of the agreement^ 
fet up falfe witnrfTes againft him, that procured his execution : or, that the Roman 
hiHory fuxnilhes the prototype of Kirk, in a rich citizen, who redeemed a debtor to the 
Roman treafury, condemntd to be hanged, anno 340, on the ignoble terms ofabuiing his 
bed, and afterwards deceived him : and, tothefe arguments it maybe added, that writers 
who are by no means difpofed.to be partial and favourable to the reputation of colonel Kirk ; 
Bifliop Burnet, the author of the Weftcrn Martyrology, and Oldmixon,^ bring no fuch 
charge againft him : and that, afterwards, the people of Taunton, in commemoration of 
bis defence of Londonderry,^ devoted an evening to the drinking his health in public, the 
cxpcnces of which may be now feen in an old church book. On the other hand, it is, and 
may be, argued : that it is immaterial, what relation the perfon, who fuffcrcd, bore ta 

the 



HISTORY OF TAUNTON. 167 

When he was afterwards upbraided with his cruelties, by colonel 
Foulkes, who was with the duke of Monmouth, and afterwards 
commanded a regiment in king William's fervice, he declared ; that 
he did nothing, but by an exprefs order from the king and his 
general : and protelled, that his commilfion went further ; and that 
he had put a reftraint upon the power and inftrudtions that were 

the deluded female ; and that a variation in the account might eafily take place, though 
the general fad was undeniable : that, as to the parpofeswhich the execution could fervc, 
the wholecondufl of Kirk fhews, that he was not governed by reafons of equity, propriety, 
or utility ; but hurried on by cruelty, and revenge, the infolence of power, and the view 
of court favour ; whetted by a recent vidlory over reputed rebels : that it is not clear, 
that he was confulted on the plan of the revolution : or, if he were, his attachment to 
proteftantifm*, and his refolution and abilities, as an officer, would be confidered, as 
entitling him to confidence and employment ; efpecially, when private virtue is not, ge- 
nerally, the rule of ftatemeafures, nor the ground of preferments, civil or military : that 
the refemblance between this and other (lories, in ancient or modern time«, is no proof, 
that the former was borrowed from the latter, for (imilar paflions will, in different ages and 
countries, produce firyilar efFeds ; and the allowed truth of fuch (lories renders this more 
credible, becaufe they (hew, that, difgraceful and (hocking to human nature as arc fuch 
inHances of cruelty and barbarity, yet man is capable of fuch aftions : that it is very im- 
probable, that the charge againil Kirk could be borrowed from the faft in the Romaa 
nidory, as the author St. Augudine, in whom it is found, is not commonly known ; and, 
as to the fadl in the Spedlator, this impeachment of colonel Kirk could not be derived from 
tbaty for it is conveyed in Pomfret's Poem of •' Cruelty and Luft," written years 
before, the author of which died in 1702, whereas the Spe6lator was not publi(hed till 
1712 : that, befides this, the hidoriaivs, Kennet and Eachard, related this deed of Kirk, 
before the appearance of that paper : who would not have aiferted fuch a circumdance, 
without authority ; or, if they had done fo, would certainly have been refuted by the other 
party, at the very time. To thcfe arguments, it (hould be added, that, in the town of 
Taunton, there has 5)rcvailed an unfufpe6Ung tradition of it. And the celebration of 
Kirk's conduct, at Londonderry, by the inhabitants of Taunton, goes no more to prove 
his innocence in this, than in other indances, where his charadler, undoubtedly, lies 
under a digma. Nothing is more dadluating than popular refentment and applaufe ; and 
prefent joy obliterates, for a time, the remembrance of pad injuries. I have endeavoured 
to date the evidence, relative to this horrid a£iion, fully and impartially : and will leave 
it to the reader to draw the conclufion for himfelf. Should he judge, that Kirlc is guilty 
of the charge with which his name is reproached ; it may be dill fuppofed, tfiatthe matter 
was exaggerated { it might have been out of his power to have faved the life, which he 
adlually intended to have prefervcd ; and, his conduding the unhappy damfel, to the 
window, at that critical moment, might probably be the mere effeft of accident. Locke's 
MS. Gentleman's Magazine, for May, 1789, p. 438, and for February, 1790, p. 104, 
105, and Holt's Characters of the Kings and Queens of England, vol. III. 

* When "Kirk wat tampered with. In the reign of king James, to embrace pojvcry, he replifd ; «« that he 
''-was already pfc mgaged, having promifvd the king of Morocco, when in Tangier, that, if ei^r he changed 
^' his religion, he would lura mabomctan.*' 

given 
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given him*. . Though it ihould not be afcribed to his humanity, 
but his avarice, it is certain, that many perfons efcaped by his pre- 
tended pardons : which he fold for 20I. 30I. and 40I. a piece. They 
were not valid in law, yet they afforded thofe, who purchafed, time 
to fettle their affairs, and retreat to Holland and other places of 
fhelter. 

Jefferies, after his barbarous expedition, was heard to boafl, with 
a fort of brutifli pleafure, " that he had hanged more men then all 
" the judges of England, fince William the conqueror/' A boafl, 
it is well obferved, much like that of the duke of Alva, whofe blood- 
thirflinefs feemcd to be infufed into him. Some catholics have 
attempted to exculpate king James from the charge of authorifing 
and approving the cruel meafurcs of Jefferies' tribunal, and have faid, 
that he fhewed his indignation ; but the fadt is againft their defence 
of the king. For Jefferies returned triumphantly to London, and 
was received, with open arms, by the king ; who created him a 
baron and peer of England ; a dignity to which no judge had been, 
for feveral ages, advanced ; and which was generally looked upon as 
inconfiflent with the charad:er : and, foon after, he was placed at the 
head of the highefl tribunal in the kingdom, being made lord-chan-r 
cellor, ** in confideration of the many eminent and faithful fervices 
'* he had rendered the crown, as well in the late king's time, as lince 
*' his majefly's acceffion to the crown." And, when Mr. Tutchin, 
afterwards, vifited him in the Tower ; he himfelf declared ; " that 
" his inftrudions were much more fevere than the execution of them, 
*^ and that, at his return, he was fnub'd, at court, for being too 
** merciful-f.'' It was likewife a proof that all his excelTes were 
juflly imputed to the king ; that a particular account of all his pro- 
ceedings, was, diiily, written to his majefly : who took a pleafure to 
relate them, in the drawing room, to foreign miniflers, and, at his 
tabic, calling it ** Jefferies' campaign:};.'' As much as thefc imputa- 
tions on the king may fhock the mind, they are naturally refolv^d 

* riiftory of Wiillr.m III. vol. I. p. 170. Oldmuon's Hiftory of the Stuarts, p. 705. 
f HiPvOiy of William III. vol. I. p. 170. Granger's Biographical Hillory, vol. IV. p. 
309, and Wedcrn Mart\rology, p. 227. 

J Burnet's Hillory of his own i'iuics, vol. II. p. 335. 

into 
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into the defpotic aims which direded his government. James was 
z tyrant^ and all tyrants are cruel; and it is a maxim, which regu- 
lates their councils, " That, as to the quantity of blood it may coft, 
** to complete their defigns, it ought not to be taken at all into the 
** account, or confideredas of any confequence*." To fuch fangui- 
nary fentiments are the hearts of defpots reconciled, nay, familiarized. 
The evil confcquences of the defeat of the duke of Monmouth did 
not terminate with the fevcrities of colonel Kirk, in his military ca- 
pacity, or of Jefferies, in his judicial office : but were deeply felt in 
the fubfequent meafures, which the king afterwards purfued : who 
now thought himfelfat liberty to adt without controuL It afforded 
him a pretence to increafe the number of his (landing forces, pleading 
that the militia was not to be depended on, and that he had fuffered, 
in his reputation, by being fo miferably unprovided againft the duke of 
Monmouth's wretched attempt-f-. He violated the teft law, by retain- 
ing in his army, againft the remonftrance of the parliament, un- 
qualified popifti officers. He diflblved his parliament in refcntment, 
and difplayed, without difguife, his unbounded zeal for popery. In 
violation of the laws, a Roman prelate publicly made his entry into 
London, in the charadter of the pope's nuncio; and the duke of 
Somerfet was difgraced for not paying him that refpedl, which the 
laws of the land made criminal:}:. In like oppofition and contempt of 
thofe laws, the earl of Caftlemain \Vas difpatched to Rome, with the 
train and pompof ambaffador extraordinary; with inftrudlions to recon- 
cile the kingdoms of England, and Scotland, and Ireland, to the Holy 
See, from which they had, for more than an age, fallen off by herefy. 
And the jefuits, though, from deep policy, the court of Rome gave him 

• This was the. language of Jofeph II. late emperor ofQermany, with regard to the fup- 
preflion of the recent revolution in the Netherlands. See his letters to general Dalton^ ia 
the Analytical Review, for February, 1790, p. 225. • 

t Secret Hiftory of Charles II. and James II. p. 192. 
■ J This nobleman, being firft lord of the bed-chamber in waiting, was expeftcd to aflift 
in the ceremony of the nuncio's entry : but he told the king, he could not ferve upon this 
occafiiin, being affured, it was contrary to law. The king afl;ed him, if he did not know, 
that Ive was above the law. The other replied, if the king were, he himfclf was not above 
the law ; for which lie was difmiiTed from all employments. Rercfb) 's Memoirs, as quoted 



by Granger. Biographical Hiftory, vol. 1V^._2$5, ^^\ 
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but a cold reception, entertained him with the greatcft magnificence^ 
znd employed fculpture, painting, poetry, and rhetoric, to teilify 
their refpetl for him and his royal mafter; on whom they lavilhed 
their panegyrics, as the magnanimous king, * whole open zeal had re- 
ftored to England its ancient religion*. 

In profecution of this defign, James arrogated to himfelf a power 
to difpenfe with the laws. The doftrine advanced, in the courts of 
juftice, by his authority, was; that his declaration ought to be 
obeyed, if the king had been a Turk or a Jew : and that, though any 
man might petition in his private affairs, yet, to petition about go- 
vernment was a libel, and of bad confequence-f*. But he not only 
aflumed, but adted by this difpenfing power. The force of various 
ads of parliament, and the ftatutes of the univerfity of Oxford, were 
fct afide by a difpenfation granted. May 1686, to the mailer and 
fellows of Univerfity college, to abfent themfelves from the religious 
fervice of the church of Enghnd : to another member of the univer- 
fity, to releafe him from any duties enjoined by the ad of uniformity 
or other ads : and, to John Maflx^y, M. A. felk)w of Merton college, 
to enjoy the deanery of Chrift-church, without being obliged to take 
the oalhs of allegiance and fupremacy, without any teft or lacrament, 
without any declaration or fubfcription, with refped to religion, or 
performing any ads in conformity to the difcipline and liturgy of the 
church of England. To reconcile the minds of the people to thele 
ftret-ches of prerogative, and to difFufe principles of flavery and def- 
potifm, Mr. Obadiah Walker had a licence, for 21 years, to print 
and fell, not exceeding in one year 20,000 copies of various books, 
in favour of the hierarchy, dodrines, ferviccs, and pradiccs, of the 
church of RomeJ. 

In corrcfpondence with thefc meafures, and to bear down the laws 
and conftitution of the realm, a new court of inquifition was ercded,. 
under the name of a commifilion for ecclefiaftical afiairs. This com- 

• Wclnrood's Memoirs, p. 177, iy%. 

+ Jullicc Allibon's Charge at the afllzes at Croydon. Colkilanea Csriofa, vol. IV.. 
No. 6, p, 397. 
I Collcdlanca Cariofa, voL I. No. 34^37* 

mifiion 
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miffion was repugnant to an exprefs adt of parliament : and though 
fomewhat to fave appearances, fome bifhops of the church of England 
were named commiffioners, who declined ading, Roman catholics 
were inverted with that authority, and made judges of the dodtrinc 
and difcipline of a proteftant church. The proceedings of thefc 
commiflioners foon manifefted the defign and objed: of their power. 
Dr. Compton, bifhop of London, v/as fufpended by this court, 
becaufe he had not fufpended Dr. Sharpe, who had incurred the 
king's difpleafure, by preaching againft the corruptions of popery. 
The next, who felt the tyranny of this ccclefialtical commiflion were, 
the new prefident and fellows of Magdalen college, in Oxford ; who 
likewife were fufpended and declared incapable of any ecclefiaftical 
benefice or promotion, becaufe they had oppofed the king's mandate, 
appointing them to eledt, as prefident, one Farmer, a man of bad 
charadter, and who had promifed to declare himfelf a papift : though 
fuch aa election would have been a violation of the flatutcs of the 
founder, and involved them in the guilt of perjury. 

But no meafure of king James gave fo great an alarm, as the im- 
priibnment and trial of feven bifhops : who refufed to read his fecond 
declaration for liberty of confcience ; which, befides proceeding with 
the former, on the ground of the royal power to difpenfe with the 
laws,, was drawn up in an higher ftrain, and chiefly included papifts*. 
After this no doubt could remain what were the defign s of the king. 
In fadt a fyftematical fcheme of defpotifm was formed, and a model 
of government, for the diredtion of the king, was drawn up and 
prefented to him by a jefuit. The great outlines of the plan were to 
^ablifh a council of reformation, to adt on the principles of the in- 
quifition — to fubjedl the civil powers to the ecclefiaftical — to appoint 
new modes of choofing parliaments, particularly by giving the bi(hop 
t)f the diocefe a negative voice to fet afide the eledlion of a knight of 
the {hire — to make it treafon, when the Roman catholic hiih was 
once fettled, to propofe a change of it — and to obferve new method* 
in leafing of lands, difpofing of children, and ordering of fervants — 
to keep low thofe who were fo-j-, 

• Wclwood's Memoirs, p. 197—212* 
t Gee's Jefoit's MemoriaK 
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This detail fhews how nearly the ardour of king James, in the pra- 
fecution of his favourite projects, encouraged by the defeat of the 
duke of Monmouth, had precipitated the nation into ruin, and ri- 
vetted on it the chains of popery and flavery. It fhews the impor- 
tance and neceflity of the revolution, effected by William III. 
" If James II. had gone on without controul, words would not eafily 
" be able to exprefs the miferies into which we fhould have fallen." 
But the REVOLUTION difarmed dejpotifmi and ^Mtpopery to flight. 
In religion, it gave toleration : to our political conftitution, it fccured 
freedom. It afligned, to the prerogative of the crown, its limits : 
and it defined the rights of the people. It put the fceptre into the 
hand of the prince of Orange, as 2i free gift of the nation, and it 
bound him by the moft facred ties, to hold it, as a truji. ** To the 
** revolution this nation owes a hundred years of liberty and profperity ; 
*' and, if we do not forget the ** Lord which brought us forth out 
*' of the land of Egypt from the houfe of bondage," it may prolong 
** the blefling to an hundred more*." 

It was an event, which diffufed joy and gladnefs through the 
kingdom ; and called forth the warmeft expreflions of attachment to 
our deliverer, and of gratitude to providence. No town, no place, 
exceeded, in ardor and gladnefs, on this occafion, the inhabitants of 
Taunton. Severely had they futfered under the rod of oppreflion. 
They flocked, in numbers, to the ftandard of the prince of Orange, 
and vied with their countrymen in their generous exertions to fupport 
his throne. The efl:imate they delivered in of the value of their 
cftates has entailed, as will be feen in the next chapter, a land-tax^ 
which is much higher than is paid in moft parts of the kingdom. 
But, burthenfome and unequal as it is, this very circumftance teaches 
an ufeful leflbn : it fhould imprefs, on the minds of the prefent and 
future generations, a convidtion of the great importance, in which 
their anceftors regarded the revolution. " The glorious revo- 
*' LUTioN fhould be perpetually recalled to their remembrance, and 
*^ the immortal -decree of the convention parliament continually 

* Sir Brooke Boothby's excellent Letter to Mr. Burke, p. 102. 

^^ imprefl!cd 
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^' imprefled upon their minds, as the great fundamental law of the 
'* conftitution*." 

With this illuftrious aera, in the civil hiftory of Great Britain, we 
clofe that of Taunton : only adding, that there has ever iince been, 
in this town, a large party attached to the principles of the revolution : 
and that, from this town there went up an acldrefs (a copy of which 
is below-f) from the grand jury ; animated with the fpirit of liberty, 

on 

« Sir Brookfi Boothby's Letter, p. 102. 

t Somer/et. To the KING'S Mod Excellent Majefty. 

The humble Addrefs of the JuHiccs of the Peace, Grand Jurv, and other Gentlemen, 
at the General Quarter-Sefllons of the Peace, held at Taunton, the 4th day of 
Oiflober, 17 15. 

May it plea/e your Majefiy^ 
Among all the lealo.iable promiles and engagements of yonr faithful fubje^s, fufFer us, of 
the county of Somer/et, to approach you with affurances, that you have there, alfo, a people, 
as warmly devoted to your fervice, as the moll zealous in all your dominions. It has, 
indeed, been our misfortune to be very ill reprefented in parliament ; but we have ftill been 
untainted in our own brealls. We have been o^verpoiuered, but not corrupted. Suffer us then 
to make thofe profeffionsof loyalty and affedlion to your majefty, and your auguft houfe, at 
this time, w.hich the worft of times would never induce us to (brink from, or fupprefs. 
Your mrjefty will then bear with us, if the ardency of our afFe6lion prompts us to addrefs 
you with too great a freedom. Pardon us, great fir, if we are fo filled with the admiration 
of your royal virtues, as to forget our diftance : and heaven will forgive us, if we admit of 
more than ordinary tranfports at thofe bleffings you have brought us, or an unufual indig- 
nation againll thole bale incendiaries, who themfelves defpife them, or would deprive us 
of them. Incendiaries which the worft of ages has not parallelled. Traitors, as far exceed- 
ing their brethren of the 5ih of No<vember, as the additio.^al ingredients of HYPOCRISY, 
INGRATITUDE, and PERJURY, can make them. 

Let them go on, invidirufly, to difturb markind, and fight againft their Maker ; let 
them (hew their boaftcd Loyalty by Rebellion, and their Religion by Perjury ; let them mani- 
feft their love to their native country, by confpiring to make it the prey and plunder of 
foreign armies ; and, let the world fee their zeal for the Church of England, by the pre- 
tended head they labour to fct over it. We qucftion not, but, if they kindle the fire, 
themfelves will be the facrifice. If they will not quit their In^ventions, they (hall perijh in 
them. If they will not be led, they (hall be dri<veny to repentance. \i they will not taftc 
your majefty 's Mercy, they (hall feel your Jujlice, 

For our OA'> pans, we fatisfy ourfelves that we have fufficiently proved our regard to our 
conftitution, both in Church and State, by conftantly adhering to thofe principles, which 
hive placed them undt r the protcdion of your facred majefty : and we chearfully depend on 
the prefervation of them, from the providence of a good God, and the vigilance and re(b- 
lution of the bcft of kinrs. And we bej^ leave to declare to your majefty, and the whole 
world, that as the fuccelfion of your Illuftrious Houfe was ever dearer to us than our lives, fo 

we 
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on the acccflion of George I, when^ in his perfon, ** the prcfent 
" royal &mily were called^ by the nation^ to the throne of thefc king- 
^^ doms, to defend and fupport our religion, and liberties^ and 
" laws." 

wt will never fail to fupport and defend it at the expence of them ; and that, as yoo have 
daily > and hourly^ the prayers and endeavours, fo you ihall never want thetreafure, or the 
blood, of T9ur Majiftfs 

Uofi Loyal and Ohiiiiwt SuhjiSs^. 
N. ff. This was fiened by all the Juflices, 

except one, and by every one of the 

Grand Jury. 

* Commonicated by Mr* Koirla. 



CHAP. 



; i i S T O R Y OF TAUNTON- 175 



CHAP. VL 



The prefent Jiate of the toivn^ the modern improvementf^ and 

population. 



THE fpirit of improvement in buildings, and laying out of towns, 
which has now difFufed itfcjlf over the kingdom, is thcconfc* 
quence of the opulence, to which this country has attained. In the 
infancy of our manufadtures and commerce, the attention of the 
people was engaged by the adive and parfimonious efforts of induftry. 
Yet, in an early period of their trade, the inhabitants of Taunton 
appear tahave carried their views to objedts of convenience and or* 
nament. For more than 300 years back, a ftatute was paffed, in the 
parliament held, at Weftminfter, the i6th day of January, in the 
17th year of Edward IV. for paving this town; asalfo the towns of 
Cirencefler^ and Southampton*. 

Whatever alterations the buildings might have undergone, in the 
courfe of nearly three centuries, as the neceffities, convenience, or tafte, 
of mdividuals, would diftate, it does not appear that any general change, 
for accommodation, or fafety, took place, till witnin the memory 
of fomc. When this town took a lead in that great modern improve- 
Inent, of turnpike roads. Into which, as its original and great caufe, 
may probably be traced, not only many other advantages, but a 
general civilization and refinement of manners, the fpread of the 
lame modes of drefs and living, of the fame tafte and amufcments, 
through the kingdom; in confequence of the frequent and eaiy com- 

^ Sir Robert Cotton's Abridgement of the Records in the Tower of London, 1657, 

munications 
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munications which turnpike roads have opened between the capital 
and all other towns, to the remoteft extremities of the ifle. 

Taunton was the firft town in the weft of England, that applied 
to parliament for a turnpike ad:. The bill was oppofed by Hum- 
phrey Sydenham, efq; member for Exeter, who alferted, that the 
roads were in very good repair : but was fupported by Thomas 
Prowfe, efq; who put the houfc* into a roar of laughter, by under- 
taking to prove, that the roads were in fo bad a ftate, that it would be 
no more expence to make them navigable^ than to make them fit for 
carriages*. This contraft was eafily reconciled, and the adt pafTed 
in the 25th of George H. in the year 1752'f-. In the year 1765, 
the 5th of his prcfent majefty, a new ad: was procured, for amend- 
ing, widening, and keeping in repair, fcvcral other roads adjoining to 
the town, belides thofe included in the firft ftatute. The continu- 
ance of thefe two ad:s was limited to the 1 ft of May, 1799. But 
the fecond had not been 1 3 years in force, before the ftate of the 
roads rendered it expedient to apply to parliament for an enlargement 
of the terms of the former ads, and for fome other powers, which 
were not included in them. 

A third ad:, therefore, repealing the two preceding, was pafled in 
the year 1778, and the i8th of his prefent majeftyj. This zCt 
-changed the qualification of a truftee from the poffeflion of, or title 
to, a perfonal eftate of loool. value, into one of 2C00I. or an eftate, 
in land, by his own, or his wife's, right, of lool. clear yearly 
value, above reprifes, or being heir apparent to one of the clear yearly 
value of 200L To the validity of the elcdion of new truftees, it is 

• It may be proper to chferve here, that the roads, in the neighbourhood of Taunton, 
-were, not on!) narrow, but deep in water. The floods were frequently fo high, as to 
prevent per 'ons from travelling ; and fome were, occafionally, drowned. In hard frofts, 
befides being oblir^d to lead their horfts in their hands, it was neceflary to break the ice 
-^'ith a ftrong (laff, for nine miles out of ten. Locke's MS. 

f Locke's MS. 

J This aft divides the roads into the diftrifts of Minehead and Milvcrton, Broomfield^ 
London and Bridgwater, \^'ellinfi:ton and Pitminrter, and of Shoreditch. It alfo, by claufes, 
added to that purpofe, extends the prrvifions cf the Chard road, ads 2d and 17th George 
ITL to the road, from a certain Hirec^ion po/l in Widccmbc-Mcor, by Hclmtn-Cla'vel, over 
^rown-down, through Street- Aih-Laue, to Chard. 

enacted. 
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cnadled, that they be chofen by 1 3, or more, of the furviving 
truftees, and, after 2 1 days public notice of the meeting for fuch an 
eledtion. Except, in this cafe, or that of the appointment of a 
collector of the tolls, on the death, or removal, of a former one, 
when two truftees miay adt ; or, in that of borrowing money, when 
1 3 muft be prefent ; fevcn are fufficient to carry the various powers 
of the ad: into execution. Among other claufes, peculiar to this adt, 
Was one, enabling the fame tolls at every gate on a traveller pafling 
through the town on the fame day ; and another, authorizing the 
demand at every gate, on a Sunday, of the fame as payable on other 
days, and, over and above, a like toll, to be taken as a Sunday's tolL 
The application, to which it appropriated thrcc-fourths of the Sunday's 
toll, conftitutes a . peculiar and important object of this adt : for it 
affigns fuch a proportion of the tolls, and the like proportion 
of the monies borrowed, by virtue of it, to the repaving, repairing, 
and keeping in repair, the public footways, on the fides of the 
Eaft-ftreet, Fore-ftreet, North- ftreet, and High- ftreet. It enlarges 
the term of the former adts^ from the ift of May, 1799, to the end 
of the next feflions of parliament ; and, after the expiration of the 
faid term, to the further term of 2 1 years, and, from thence, to the 
end of the next feflions of parliament*. 

The 

* To the above view of the general operation and extent of the lad road a6l, it may be 
proper tofubjoin aconcifc ilatc of the tolls it requires, the penalties it enadls, and the limi- 
tations to which it is fubjedt.— The tolls it authorizes, are : L. S. D. 
For every horfe, mare, gelding, mule or afs, drawing in any coach, landau, 

berlin, chariot, chai^, phaeton, chair, cala(h, caravan, hearfe, waggon, 

wain, cart, putt, dray, litter, or other carriage whatfoever, — 003 

For every ox, fteer, gale, or bull, drawing fmgly, and not in pairs, ora-breaft, 

in any waggon, w^in, cart, putt, dray, litter, or other carriage, — 002 
For every ox, fteer, gale, or bull, drawing a-breaft, or in pairs, in any waggon, 

wain, cart, putt, dray, litter, or other carriage. 
For every horfe, mare, gelding, mule, or afs, not drawing. 
For every drove of oxen, cows, or neat cattle, per fcore, 

and ib in proportion for any greater or lefs number. 
For every drove of hogs, or pigs, calves, (heep, or lambs, per fcore, — 005 

and fo in proportion to the number. 

N. B. Thcfe tolls may be levied, in cafe of refufal, by diftrefs. 
The penalties, under this adl, are. 
For a£ling as a truftee, without being eleded, and qualified, according to the 

dircftions 6f the a6t, — — ^ — - — — — — loo o o 

A a On 
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The next improvement of the town was efFedled by the market^ 
boufe a£i. The market was formerly held in the open ftreets, on a 

triangular 

L. S. D. 

On avoiding the payment of the tolls, ■ i ■ 200 

On mortgagees refufmg to account for the tolls in their pofrcflion ; for every 

offence, — ...« — ^ — ^ 100 o o 

On mortgagees continuing to receive the tolls, after payment, or tender, of 

their principal and intereft, and cods, — — TrebU tbe/ums recei'ved. 

Officers and perfons receiving monies, for refufmg to account, to verify their 

accounts, and pay the balance, are to be profecuted before a juftice of the 

peace, and committed. 
On clerks, treafurers, colle^Slors, and other officers, and their executors or ad- 

miniHrators, for refufmg to deliver up their books and papers, — — 100 o a 

For taking away materials gathered for repairing the roads ; for every oflFence, 200 
On perfons who ncgledl or refufe to remove annoyances, for a fecond and every 

fubfequent offence, ■■ __— ...-. zoo 

On a fherifF, deputies, or bailiffs, or coroner, for default with refpe£t to obliging 

owners of lands to treat for the fame, a fine, not exceeding, on any one 

perfon, for one offence, ■ _ __. 100 o o 

On furveyors of the highways, for refufing to deliver in lifts of perfons liable 

to do ftatute work ; for every offence, _^_-. — -^_ 200 

On perfons for making default in the performance of flatutc duty, different 

penalties, in proportion to the duty, to which they are by law liable. 
For haling timber or ftone, otherwife than upon wheel carriages, or fuffering 

it to drag upon the road ; for every offence, __ — — 2 o « 

For breaking down or defacing any (tones, or pofts, eredted on the road ; or 

caufing the fame to be done ; for every poft or ftone pulled down or injured, 200 
N. fi. Fines and penalties to be recovered by diftrefs and fale, and to be applied to the 

purpofcs of the a£^. 

The limitations, befides thofe mentioned above, by which the operation of this a£l is 
reftrained, arc of the following nature. To the regularity and validity of the meetings of 
truftees, it is enadled, that public notice of ihcm be given, in writing, figned by the clerk 
of the truftees, or any two or more of them, and affixed upon fome confpicuous part of the 
outfide of the market- houfe, in Taunton, and upon all the gates or turnpikes ftanding upon 
its roads ; and to be infcrted in fome public newfpapcr, which is circulated in the county, 
20 days before the intended meeting : fuch notice fpecifying the time of meeting, and the 
bufinefsto be tranfa^ed. 

When there is not a fufficient number of truftees at any meeting, fuch meeting, it is 
provided, (hall be adjourned to the 14th day next after it ; of which adjournment, fix days-^ 
public notice is to be given by the clerk. 

No bufmefs is to begin before eleven o'clock in the fore-noon ; and no adjournment to be 
made to any later hour, than two o'clock in the afternoon. The truftees are to defray their 
own expences. 

Tolls are payable but once a day. — No longer a term than three years to be granted to 
any who are difpofcd to farm the tolls. On 21 days public notice, and with the confent of 
thofe, who are entitled to five-fixih parts of the monies due, on the credit of the tolls, it is 
made lawful to leflen the tolls, and for fuch time as they (hall think proper. No money 
fhall be borrowed on the credit of the tolls, unlcfs two days public notice of it be given. 

The 
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reprefentation, the way was left open for the eleftion of the candidates, 
who contefted their claims, without any oppofition. A fubfcription 
of 2000I. in the name of Nathaniel Webb, efq; one of thefe gentle- 
men, and the aid of both in procuring an adt of parliament for the 
purpofe, gave adbual exiftence to a capital improvement of the town, 
which had, for ibme years, been treated by many as an idle chimera, 
or an artful decoy to weaken an oppofite party*. 

In 1768, the important and ufeful plan of the aflbciation received 
the fandion of the Icgiflaturc, and anadl paffed for *'ered:ing a markct- 
** houfe, and holding a market, in the town of Taunton, in the county 
*^ of Somerfet, and for preventing the holding of any market in 
** the ftreets of the faid town." Thefe were the firft and immediate 
objed:s of the a(5t, but it comprehended other defigns, conducive to^ 
the embellifliment of the town, the accommodation of its inhabitants, 
in general, and the benefit of its poor in particular. 

For, whereas the paflage, through North -ftreet, to the bridge, 
commonly called Nurton-bridge, was greatly obftruded by two old 
and ruinous houfcs, which divided the end of North-ftreet, into a 
narrow lane, and a horfe road, called Groping- Line and liorfc-lane, 
the adt provided, that the truftees fliould purchafe the faid houfes 
and the fcite of them, pull them down, difpofe of the materials by 
fale, for the purpcL*s of the adl, and throw the ground, on which 
they flood, into an open and common highway. By virtue of this 
adt, the truftees were empowered to cleanfe and free tlie town from 
all annoyances, obftrudtions, and nuifances whatfoever ; and to 
remove all fign-pofts, pcnthoufcs, fpouts, cellar windows, doors going 
into cellars, fliop windows, and all other encroachments on the ftreets, 
or paflagcs of the town; which it requires fliall be done, after 14 
days notice, by the proprietors or occupiers of the fame, or on their 
negledl, at their coft, by the truftees. The adt further provides for 
the lighting of the town, by eredting glafs lamps in the four principal 

• The idea of this improvement was firft, incidcntallv, HarteJ at a convivial meeting ; at 
which were prcfcnt Mr. William Nforris, Mr. Samuel Brooks, Mr. Jnmcb Hare, and feveral 
more. On being made known, it met approbition ; and the numbers, who entered into 
the dcfign, increased weekly, till they amounted to near a hundred. But the ripening 
and execution of the fchcme were, particularly, owing to the ingenuity, application, and 
exertions of Mr. James Foy. 

ftreets. 
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ftreets, called the Eaft-ftrcet, the High-ftreet, the North-ftreet, 
and the Fore-ftreet. But the claufe of this ftatute^ the moft bene- 
volent in its nature, and moll important in its influence, is that, 
which provides ; that, after the payment of all purchafc monies, for 
ground, houfes, and (landings, of all expences for ercdling the market 
and buildings, and placing, maintaining, and lighting of lamps, and 
the difcharge of all mortgages, and all debts, the tolls, rents, and 
profits of the market fliall form an cftate, for the cloathing, educating, 
and placing out apprentices, fo many of the children of the poor 
inhabitants of the pariili of St. Mary Magdalen, as any nine or more 
of the truftees fhall dired:. 

Under the aufpices of this aft*, the neceflary purchafes having 
been made and the old buildings pulled down, a new market-houfe,on 

a model 

• The following abftra-fl will give the claufcs of the market-hcufe a£l, which are ftill 
in force, fince the ad was carried into execution. 

The ad appointed, by name, 25 gentlemen as truftees, and left the truft open to as many 
others, who, before the 24th of June, 1769, lliould fubfcribc five guineas, as a fice gift, to 
the purpoics of it. After that time, if the number, on the whole, (hould not amount to 
60 ; or in any future period, ftiould by death or othcrwife,be reduced below that number; 
then the ad diredts, that the complement fliould be made up by the choice of new 
truftees, elcded by the furviving truilees, or any nine or more of them, under their hands 
and feals : and as often as vacancies fhould reduce the number below 60. 

The po-wcrs inverted by the ad in the truftees, or any nine or more or' them, are a right 
to hold the market on the ground, which fhaJl be fct out, under the operation of it for 
that purpofe — to receive the rents and tolls, and to enjoy all the privileges and emolu- 
ments heretofore belonging to the market — and, from time to time, to fix the hours of 
beginning and clofing the market, giving notice of the fame by ringing a bell— to leafc 
out, for any term, not exceeding fcven years, any building and eredions, for the bcftrcnt 
that can be had, and the tolls of the market for fuch fums, as they fhall think rcafonable, 
to be applied to the purpofes of the af. — alfo to appoint and remove officers, from time to 
time, and take fecurity from the fame. 

The ohligationsy under which the ad brought the truftees, were to pay, in future, the 
land-tax, church and poor rates, with which the grounds and buildings, vcftcd in them 
by virtue* of the ad, were churgcd in 1768; alfo to make fatisfadion to the bilhop of 
Winchefter, and his portreeves, by paying, in half-yearly payments, at Lady-day and 
Michaelmas, a neat annual rent of il. 4s. 8J. to the former; and a neat yearly fum of 
18I. in half-yearly payments, at the fame feafons, to the latter. It alfo obliges the officers, 
ading under the truftees, when required, to produce to them, or to any nine or more of 
them, fair accompts of all monies received and diipofed of, with vouchers, if called on, to 
verify the fame on oath, and to pay the balance to the faid truftees, or their order. N. B. Any 
two or more of the truft es are empowered to adminifter, in this cafe, the oath. 

The limitations^ to which the operations of the ad are fubjed, are relative to the tleHion 
of ntnjD truftees \ viz. that two-thirds of them ihall be inhabitants of the town, and one- 
third 
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a model furniftied by Copleftone Warre Bampfylde, cfq; was erededj 
which was finiflied in 1772. This is an elegant building, the front 

looks 

third gentlemen refiding in the neighbourhood ; that notice of the meeting, for the cledUon 
of new truftees, (halj be given by their clerk, by affixing the fame in writing on the door 
of St. Mary Magdalen's church, 20 days previoufly to fuch cleftion. — With refpeA to 
the charity f which it empowers the truftees to eftablifh, the eledtion of children to the 
benefit of it is limited to the 26th of December, in every year, or if that day (hould be a 
Sunday, to the next day ; to children above fix and under ten years of age ; and to this 
particular mode, viz. the names of the children, whofe parents choofe to apply, to be 
written on paper, folded up and put into a box ; and thofe whofe names^ on its being ihaken, 
ihall be firft drawn by an indifferent perfon, to the amount of the number previoufly deter- 
mined by the truftees, fliall be elefted. — The benefit of the charity is limited to inftrudtion^ 
in reading, writing, and arithmetic, tocloathing, not exceeding 40s. for each child to 13 years 
of age, as the longcft period to which thefe benefits (hall be enjoyed, and to an apprentice 
fee, on being bound out at 12 years of age, of 5I. or 81. at the utmoft. N. B. It is exprefsly 
provided, that no parent ftiall lofe his franchife on account of his child's being in this 
charity. The legality of every meeting, except that on the 26th of December annually, for 
carrying into execution the powers contained in the a6l, is limited by the condition of a 
previous notice, of atleaft four days, to be given in St. Mary Magdalen's church, after divine 
fervice on a Sunday morning.— And further, every adtion commenced againft any perfon, 
for any thing done in purfuance of this aft, (hall be brought within fix months after the 
faft is committed, and be tried in the county of Somerfct. The defendant is allowed to 
plead the general iflue and give this aft in evidence. 

The penalties affixed on offences committed againft this aft are as follows. Difqualifi- 
cation of a truftee from afting, who ftiall for two years fucceffively negleft to aft, or ftiall 
refufe to aft. A fine of 5I. to be levied on every one who ftiall ereft a ftall for a market, 
or vend cattle or provifion in any ftreetbcfides thofe fpecified in the aft ; or within the fpace 
of 1000 yards from the bounds of the fame market, without a licence under the hands and 
feals of the truftees, or any two or more of them, to expofe commodities to fale in any ftiop, 
being part of their refpeftive dwelling houfes, on any dav of the week. The like fine lies 
againft expofing any commodities to fale before or after the ringing of the bell. — A penalty 
of IDS. on the firft offence, for every lamp extinguiftied, or lamp, or Iamp-poft,or iron and 
furniture, broken, thrown down, or damaged ; on the fecond, 15s. and on the third 20s. 
with full fatisfaftion for the damages done. If fuch forfeiture be not paid, nor fuch fatis- 
faftion made, commitment to the houfe of correftion, for two calendar months, to hard 
labour. — N. B. One moiety of the recovered forfeiture is the perquifite of the informer, 
the other moiety is to be applied to the purpofes of the aft. 

The perfon, who, having through negligence or accident damaged any of the lamps, or 
the ports, or irons and furniture, ftiall refufe, on demand, to make fatisfaftion, ftiall be 
fummoned belore any juftice of the county or borough, and ftiall be amenable for fuch 
fatisfaftion, as ftiall to the fame juftice appear juft and reafonable.— A power invefted in 
the biftiop of Winchefter, and the portreeves, if their refpeftive annuities be unpaid for 
the fpace of 14 days, after the times appointed, to colleft the rents of the market, till all 
arrears be paid, and all damages fully latisfied. Diftrefs to be levied on the goods of any 
officer of the truftees, for any balance of monies proved to be in his hands, on confeftion, or 
the oath of one or more witneffes, and which he (hall refufe to pay. Or if his goods are not 
fufficient to anfwer fuch balance, or he ftiall refufe to produce his account and vouchers, 
and (0 verify the fame on oath> commitment to the common gaol of the county> or town, or 

place 
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looks to the north. The houfe, which is in the centre, is laid out 
into different apartments for the purpofes of juftice, amufement, and 
pleafure, as we have before reprefented ; and two large wings, 
called arcades, accommodate the farmers and tradefmen ; while the 
butchery is formed of moveable {landings, placed in rows, on the 
area before the market-houfe. This area, which is open and fpacious, 
is enclofed with pofts and chains, and in the middle of it runs, to the 
north, a large pavement of broad -ftones, 216 feet long and 18 feet 
wide, called the Parade. 

The improvements, which have been thus given to the town, are 
fo commodious and beautiful, fo pleaiing to the eye, and fo conducive 
to health, fo agreeable and ufeful, in point of convenience and morals, 
to the inhabitants, and fo captivating to the traveller ; tliat pofterity 
muft hold in grateful refpedt the tafte which defigned them, and the 
public fpirit from which they originated. We only regret, that the 
liberal undertaking was not left wholly to be fupported by the volun- 
tary contributions of its friends, who were many, and by the funds 
arifing from the market, totally independent of the iflue of an eleSlion^ 
which to be conjlitutional and an efficient benefit to the nation^ muft 
be free from every fpecies and appearance of bribery, and of a fale of 
the moft valuable franchife. 

The effefts of the improvements, which we have defcribed, have 
been vifible not only on the fpot, where they immediately took place, 
but through the whole town; in which we have, every where, feen new, 

place of his refidencc, to remain th^re without bail or mainprize ; till he (hall have produced 
and verified his account, and paid the balance, or compounded for the fame. 

To a penalty of los. is every one fubjedt, who fhall lead, drive, ride, or place any horfc 
or beaft ; or drive any wheelbarrow, or run any wheel, or draw any fledge, upon the foot- 
pavement ; or fhall throw or lay, or permit to be thrown or laid, in, or ftiall take or carry 
away any aflies, duft, filth, and rubbifh, from the ftreets; or (hall permit fwine to go at 
large in any llreet ; or ftiall leave, or caufe to be left, any carriage, (lone, timber, or ca(k, 
or any thin^ that may occafion an annoyance or obftru^on, in any of the ftreets or public 
paflages. The penalties fixed by the ad, it is cnaded, ftiall be levied by diftrefs and falc 
of the offender's goods, and ftiall be applied to the purpofes of the ad. 

The ad, though it forms a new corporation, inverted with powers over the market, yet 
makes a faving provifion to the mayor ^ for the time being, of his office, as the clerk of the 
market, with all the former perquifites and advantages of it; to the confiabUs of the 
borough, of their authority, with its advantages of weighing, as they before enjoyed it ; 
and to the king^ of fuch rents, dues, and payments, as were due and payable^ at the time, 
on account of any houfes, ftanding on the idand, or Comhill.^ 

regular. 
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regular, and handfome buildings rife up, within- thefe twenty years. 
The moft general change, in point both of convenience and appear- 
ance, was produced by carrying into execution that part of the laft 
turnpike acfl, which related to paving the ftreets. In this bulintfs 
Mr. Hammet, then a refident in the town, in 1779, took the lead, 
and by his adivity and perfcverance gave a fpecimen, in liigh-ftreet, 
of the advantages, which would be derived from carrying the new 
pavement through every ftreet ; which has been fince done, in a flyle 
fuperior indeed to the firft fpecimen. 

A more recent and con fiderable alteration in the ftate of a principal 
part of the town, at once highly commodious and ornamental, has 
been effeftcd by the operation of abilU which Sir Benjamin Mammet 
moved and carried through parliament till it pafled into an a(5l, in 
1788, to enable him to purchafe, and pull down, two houfcs, in 
Fore- ftreet; one in the occupation of Mr. Thomas Locke, the other 
then empty, but lately in the occupation of Mr. William Pring, with 
feveral other houfes and buildings ; and, on the fciteof them, to lay 
out and open a paflage, in a direS line to St. Mary Magdalen's church, 
not Icfs than 36 feet wide, and to ered: houfes and buildings. Before 
tliis, the curious and elegant tower of St. Mary Magdalen's church 
was almoft hid from view by buildings, and the acccfs to the church 
was through a narrow lane, which did not permit a carriage to pafs 
without incommoding and endangering a foot-paffengcr, andoppofite 
the great entrance of the church ftood an old ruinous alms-houfe, dif- 
pleafing to the eye, and ofFenfive to the fmell. Sir Bcnjannn Ilammct, 
under the fandion of this aft, at his own coft and rifk, has opened a 
fpacious avenue to the church, and built a ftreet, called Hammet -ftreet, 
of handfome houfes, terminating in a large area, before the great door, 
and exhibiting the fine Gothic tower, to the full view of tlie fpeftator, 
from the Parade : the accommodation to the pubhc is great, and the 
efFeft docs honour to the tafte that deligned it. 

The town, by thefe improvements, now affords, what for many 
years it wanted, houfes for the reception of genteel families out of 
trade. Many circumftances invite the fettlement of fuch in it : prin- 
cipally, a large market on Saturday, well furniflied with fifli both 
from the fouth and north channels, and plentifully ftorcd with poultry, 

from 
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and all kinds of provifions, of the quality fo rich a vale as Taunton 
Dean may be expedted to produce ; which at the advanced prices, 
that the articles of food have rifen to, are cheap in proportion, 
compared with many markets, in other parts of the kingdom. — 
The tolls of the market are farmed at 400I. per annum, which 
ferves to give the reader an idea of the number of ftandings, occupied 
by the butchers, and of the quantity of other provifions, fold out 
of ba/kets or at ftalls. Another market, chiefly confifting of fifh, 
butcher's meat, vegetables and fruits, is held on Wednefdays. The 
produce of the rich and extenfive gardens, near the town, and the 
iflefh of the cattle fattened in its paftures, are expofcd to fale almoft 
every day in the week. But it is an agreeable and Angular circumftance, 
that there is not one butcher's (hop in the town ; all the meat being 
fold from moveable ftandings. 

Taunton may promife itfelf fome confiderable benefits from a new 
market, lately fet up in it, which commenced on the firft Saturday 
in November, 1789 ; and is held, on the firft Saturday in every 
month for live cattle, called " The Great Market." Its fairs are two: 
one held on the i^th of June, in the middle of the town, for all forts 
of cattle and hories, for one day only. The other on the 7th of July, 
which is kept on the north-bridge and in the north town, lafts three 
days; the firft of which opens very early in the morning with the fale of 
confiderable quantities of garlick, from barges ; to this fucceeds the 
fair for all forts of cattle and horfes. The other two days are folely 
for pedlary and confedtionary wares. The tolls of both feirs belong 
to the biftiop of Winchefter, as lord of the manor. 

The town is enlivened and benefited by the communication it has 
with London, and other capital places, by means of the machines, 
which run through it. It is little more than twenty years fince, 
that only one ftage coach, befides that which fets off for London 
three times in a week, pafl!ed through it, in the whole week ; which 
was two days going from Briftol to Exeter, and as many on the 
return : and both times lodged at Taunton. Before the turnpike roads, 
the Taunton ftage to London did not finifti its journey, in lefs than 
four days : which it now executes in two. It fets out from Taunton, 
and from London^ every Monday, Wednefday, and Friday morning, 
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at four o'clock, and arrives at each place on the evening of the fof- 
lowing days : and, in the fummer months, by going all night, arrives 
in London at noon. The mail-coach alfo pafles daily through 
Taunton, to London, at nine o'clock in the morning. A ftage runs^ 
as often, through this town, from Exeter to Briftol ; and another 
from the former city to Bath : meeting others running from the latter 
places to the firft. On Sunday and Thurfday evenings a coach, now, 
arrives at Taunton from Barnftaple, and leaves it, for that place, on 
Monday and Friday mornings. And laft fummer, a new coach was 
fet up to go twice a week between Taunton and Sidmouth. 

The inhabitants are, within thefe few years, as well accommodated 
with an internal mode of conveyance from one part of the town to 
another. For, whereas there was within 20 years fmce only one 
fedan-chair in the whole town, and that the property of a private 
family ; there are now four kept for hire. 

Our furvey of the prefent ftate of the town would be imperfed:> if 
we did not notice fome public inftitutions of great utility, that are of 
modern date in it. 

The author of this work has a pleafure in refledling, that in the 
year 1765, he brought forward, with effedt, the plan of an annuitant 
fociety for the benefit of the widows ; in which he was feconded and 
aflifted, in a polite and adlive manner, by the late major-general 
Roberts. The fcheme met with fome difficulties and obftrudlions, 
but through the exertions of fome gentlemen of the town, and of 
others at Bridgwater, and in the neighbourhood, who entered into its 
prudent and benevolent defign, it was adopted, and carried into- 
GXtcution, and has exifted ever fince with credit. Its capital ftock, 
Odobcr 6th, 1790, amounted to 250I. in the fcgurity of the Taunton 
turnpikes, and to 5000I. in the three per cent annuities, befides 375I. 
of dividends then due. And its funds and annual fubfcriptions paid 
J 5 annuitants at 20I. each, and one at i ol. in proportion to the number 
of years the hulbands of the annuitants had refpedtivcly iubfcribed. 

In 1788, March 13, was formed a fociety, for the inftitution of 
Sunday fchools, in this town ; which met with a ready and generous 
fupport, and has been attended with vifible good eifed: ; it includes, 
in its piqus and paternal operation, the inflrudion of 200 children. 

A defign^ 
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A defign, which requires the concurrence of many to carry it intoeiFe(ft> 
muft neceflarily advance flowly to maturity. This was the cafe of 
the inftitution of the Sunday fchobls, at Taunton. But, while it was a 
bufinefs of fome time to engage the whole town in it, a private perfon, 
Mr. Harris, a gardener, in Norton, fingly led the way, in this good 
work ; furrounded by a number of poor children in the extremity of 
the town, where he lived, he became himfelf their inftrudlor, condudted 
them to public worfliip, and, without gratuity, took on himfelf the 
care of them, which, in the fame free manner, he continued, for three 
years. The books of the fociety will preferve the names of thofe 
gentlemen, to whofe goodnefs the other fchools owe their origin and 
fupport. 

It is an agreeable proof of the incrcufing love of reading, that, in 
Taunton, there are four book-focieties. One confifting of 1 5 mem- 
bers, and another of 2 1 : whereas, when the firft was formed in 
1766, it was difficult, from the town and neighbourhood, to meet 
with even 1 2 gentlemen, difpofed to form fuch a literary afTociation. 
The laft, eftablifhed, very recently, is confined to ladies : and iht 
kind of publications, to which they have given the preference, 
promifes to do honour to their judgement and tafte. 

Another modern inftitution, in which benevolence may rejoice, 
commenced in 1789. This is the Di/penfary for the indigent fick, 
which "Dr. Cox, at his own expence, opened and has continued to 
fupport, with medicine as well as attendance, in concurrence with 
Mr. Trott, as apothecary and furgeon, with little foreign aid. Near 
300 patients have been relieved by it. Humanity pleads ftrongly 
in favour of fuch an inftitution, and pfomifes herfelf, that patrons and 
benefadtors will not be wanting to countenance and extend the 
compaffionate aids it offers to the fick, and to give a fandion to the 
example it holds up to neighbouring towns. 

In 1789, fome gentlemen of the town and neighbourhood, influ- 
enced by patriotic principles, formed themfelves into an afTociation, 
annually, to celebrate, on the 4th of November, the glorious 
revolution of 1688 : as an event, to which, under God, this country 
owes its deliverance from popery and arbitrary power ; and to avow 
themfelves, in the moft explicit manner, advocates for the pure and 
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genuine principles of civil and religious liberty. At the next 
meeting, on November 4th, 1 790, their numbers were iiicreafcd ; 
and it wras then agreed to hold an annual meeting, on the 1 4th of 
July, in commemoration of the revolution of France, and the capture 
of the Baflile. Such aflbciations are highly ufeful to awaken 
attention to "the rights of men:" they confecrate conviviality 
to a noble objedt — of this objedt we muft fay, with all the ardor the 
love Cf our country or philanthropy can infpire, EJlo perpetua. 

The preceding pages of this chapter have prefented an agreeable 
view of modern improvements, giving to the prefent ftate of the town, 
in many inftances of embelliQiment, convenience, and utility, advan- 
tages, above what its inhabitants formerly enjoyed. We muft now 
touch on a point, in which it has evidently declined from its former 
ftate, and that is its population. 

When the poll-tax was laid on by king William III. in 1689^ 
the inhabitants of Taunton amounted to upwards of 20,000 fouls : 
this calculation has been adopted and tranfmitted, ever lince, by one 
writer after another. In the fucceeding reign of queen Anne, this, 
town was called her *' nurfery for foldiers*." But modern authors 
have committed a great error, by following the eftimate at which the 
number of the people was fixed in thofe periods. The numbers- 
admitted to poll, at different elections, do not appear to have, even then^ 
borne that proportion to the whole, which fuch a ftate of populatioa 
would produce. For, 

In 1695 there were polled 533 In 1702 there were polled 565 

J698 577 1710 975 

J700 553 1714 IOI7-I- 

The unfuccefsful candidates, at this laft eledion, alledged, as we 
have feen J, that this great number was formed by the illegal condu^ 
of the mayor ; for the poll, in time paft, had ufually confifted only of 
6qo : and by a narrow fcrutiny made into the whole parifli of St* 
Mary Magdalen, by the fupervilbrs of the highways, it appeared that 
there were not 1000 houfekeepers in the whole extent of it; nor full 

♦ Locke's MS. 

t From papers in the pofleflion of Mr. John Way. 

X Chap, 111. p. 74, 76. 
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700 within the borough. Allowing five perfons to every family^ the 
number of inhabitants in the parifli of St. Mary Magdalen could not, 
at that time, be reckoned more than 5000. If another 5000 be added 
for thp faburbs, which, then, lay moftly in St. James' parifh, the total 
will ftill fall very fhort of the number affigned to the year i689. 

It is, undoubtedly, certain, that fince the year 17 15, the town 
has greatly decreafcd in the number of inhabitants, and very many 
houfes, in thofc fuburbs, are levelled to the ground. The prefent 
ftate of its population the author of this hiftory has afcertained, 
by going from houfe to houfe 5 and the following particulars give 
the refult of his enquiries, on the particular heads, into which, to 
make his calculations minute and full, he judged it expedient to 
throw them. He extended his fcrutiny into the parifhes of Wilton 
and Bilhops-Hull, only confining himfclf within the turnpike gates 
or to the contiguity of houfes, except, where even the borough reaches 
beyond the gate leading to Pitminfter. He found the number of 
Houfes, exclufively of Gray's, Huifh's, Henley 's,and Pope's 

alms-houfes, to amount to 1 1 1-8 

Houfes uninhabited, inclufively of the unfinifhed dwellings 

in Hammet-ftreet, ■ ■ 47 

The families, » — — 1 1 99 

Males, — 2^28470 1 • 11 

Females, - 3088 1^°"!^ ^" ^^» 547^ 

Married perfons, ^ > 1 1 8 1 

Widowers, ■ — — ' io6 

Widows, • — ' 280 

Under 1 5 years of age, ' 1695 

Above 50 and not 70 years old, ■ 797 

Above 70, •— ' ■■ 258 

Above 80 and under 90, ■ 69 

Above 90 and under j 00, ■ 1 1 

At 100, ' ■ ■ ■ I 

At 102, ■ I 

The number of perfons in Taunton above 50 years of age, being 
more than one-fixth of the whole number of inhabitants, efpecially 
if added to the number of thofe who have reached beyond 70, muft 

be 
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-be allowed to fpeak in favour of the falubrity of its air : and prove, 
that its decreafe, in refped: of population, (hould not be afcribed to 
epidemical difeafes, or an unwholefome fituation, but to the emigration 
of the lower claffes, whom lucrative views have invited to leave it. 

We muft not clofe our Hiftory of Taunton without noticing the 
proportion it pays to the land-tax. Here, as it has been obferved, in 
the laft chapter, its zeal for the revolution has entailed on it a burden, 
from which it has no profpedt of being relieved, but by an equal 
afleflment of eftates through the kingdom. For it pays a greater 
film than the town of Bridgwater, and the cities of Bath and Wells 
together, which are three of the moft ancient and capital towns in 
the county, and the firfl of thofe cities has amazingly increafed in 
extent, number of buildings, and population. The land-tav, at 4s. in 

:the pound, producer at 

Bath, — — 443 6 o Taunton borough*, 726 3 o 
Wells, — — 480 17 6 Holway tything, — 286 15 o 

.Bridgwater and Hay- 7 ,^ Taunton St. James, 1 

ga)ve tything, j^ ^ townfide, — S 5 5 



X1290 8 6 



Ditto, landfide, 262 13 



Paid by Taunton, ^1490 16 10 
The laft particular to be noticed in this chapter is the fhare, which 
this town bears towards the county rates. This, in purfuance of the 
ftatute of 1 2th of George H. and the order at Taunton feffions 1742, 
was fettled thus : Taunton and Taunton Dean hundred contains 30 
pariflies. When lool. is to be raifed by a county rate, the proportion 
of St. Mary Magdalen's parifh to that fum ijs 9s. 6d. and of Taunton 
St. James 2s. 6id*f-. 

• There are but two pieces of ground rated with Taunton borough, viz. Paul's Field, 
and a garden pJot behind Mr. Prockter Thomas' houfe, near Flook Bridge. The above is 
from the communication of Mr. Norris. 

t , Goddard'sExtradt from the Sefiions Roll> p. 90^ and 122. 
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PAGE 35. The fum, with which Mr. John Noble endowed Gray's alms-houfe, it 
appears, by the deed of fcttlement, in the hands of his brother, Mr. Luke Noble, was 
150I. 

P. 42, note. To the charities mentioned in this note, it may be proper to add a 
bcnefaftion to the parifhcs of St. Mary Magdalen and St James, of the intereft of 50I. 
for ever to each, left by the laft will of Mr. Simon Stacey, dated the i8th of March, - 
8 Anne, to be applied to the benefit of four poor men in each parifh, by being laid 
out yearly in gray kerfey and trimmings fuUable to it, to makft each of them a coat, 
at or about the Z4th of June. This Mr. Stacey alfo bequeathed the intcicft of 20I. for 
ever to the poor of the fociety of PauTs meeting, in Taunton, to be diftributed amongH 
them yearly, at or about the 24th of June. By a paper, bearing date 1647, purporting 
to be an extract from an old book of the conft.ibles, containing the fecurities for the poor, 
it appears, that there were certain fums given by beneficent perfons to be lent to 
the poor, viz. 40I. by Mr. Perry, of Weft-Buckland ; 40I. by Mr. Nathaniel Col wart, 
of Taunton, 1577. lol. by Mr. Bowerman, of Hemyock, 1581. lol. by an alms-womaa 
dying inteftate to Mr. Thomas Pope and Thomas Davidge, her adminifirators ; 3I. by 
the parfon of Calverly ; 20I. by Henry Roller ; 20I. by a fervant of Roger Warre 
40I. of Mr. Every's money, 1621. 20I. by my lord Popham ; 20I. by Mr. Barber; 
30I. byjafper Matthews; lol. by Mr. Windham; 22I. by Mrs. Rachel Portman ; lol. by 
Thomas Symonds ; lol. by William Symonds ; 51I. by Mr. Tagg*. The lofs of fuch 
charitable bequefts candour would hope has not proceeded from bafe embczzelment of 
public monies, but it certainly indicates a vtry reprehenfible careleflnefs and inattention; 
and is a warning to truftees to be not only faithful in the dirtribution of charities, but to 
be careful of the fecurities on which they lend, and attentive to keep a truft full, as old 
truftees die or negledt to aft. 

P. 48, note. The occafionof the purchafe of the workhoufc, at Tone-bridge, was a gift 
of lool. by Mrs. Margaret Ackland, for the benefit of the poor of the borough of Taunton. 
To this fum the conftables, Roger Hill, gent, and Robert Moggridge, added, out of the rents 
of the town-laods, 58I. 14s. to complete the purchafe of a cottage and garden, with the 
appurtenances, in the tything of Grafs-croft, in the hundred of Staplegrove, of the yearly 
value of 20I. Thefe premifes were conveyed over, in truft, to the conftables, for thr alone 
help and u/e, and/br thg moft profit and advantage of the poor of the borough of Taunton at 
the difcretion of the conftables, and other magiftrates of the faid town and borough, or the 
major part of themf. It has been cuftomary to apply the profits and iffucs of the above 
premifes exclufively to the benefit of poor uidows. 

P. 91. To the firft mention of the return of Sir Benjamin Hammet to be the 
reprcfentative of Taunton, a particular, on which the author wanted, when that part of 
the work was printed off, authentic and full information. Ihould be added. It is this; 

* This paper and Mr. Staccy*s will arc in the hands of Mr. John Way, who favou'cd the author witli the ufc 
of them. 

f O 1 the information of Mr. Franklin, and the authority of tho 4ccr?e of chmcery, relative to the towa Unis> 
wiui the infpcdlion of which Mr. Sweeting) thetown-cUrk, o^iliged the tuihof. 

the 
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that in the laft feffion of the lall parliament, this gentleman brought into the houfe, and 
carried, a bill, to repeal the ftatute, which en^ed, in certain cafes, the burning of women. 
.An unknown writer, in the Gentleman's Magazine, Supplement, part II. vol. IX. p. 1185, 
has fpoken of this bill in the hi^heft terms of eulogium, and expreiTes his hope, that fome 
public fpirited member of parliament, by following fuch an example of correding the 
ferocity of our penal ilatutes, will immortalize the name of Sir Benjamin Hammet and 
obtain a repeal of the entire code. 

P. 123, note. The fong on the eleventh of May, givon. in this page, appears to want 
a verfe : iince it went to the prefs, there has been repeated to the author, a verfct which 
forms a fnitable clofe,.and ought therefore to be preferved. It is as follows; 
Let. Taunton men be mindful then 

In keeping of the day ; 
WeMl give God praife, with joy, always. 
Upon th' eleventh of May. 

P. 179. Oh this ffot flood the GuildhallA Mr. Sweeting, the town-cIei4c, has, fince the 
preceding pages pa^«<l through thp prefs, favoured the author with the fight of a tranflation 
of a latin copy of the grant of the old Guildhall, to Nicholas Dixon, vicar of Taunton, by 
William Wamfleet, bifhop of Winchcfter, dated the i6th of March, 6 Edward IV. to be held 
forever on the condition of rendering, at the exchequer of Taunton, upon the feaft of the 
nativity of St. John the baptift, one red rofe, for all lerviccs and demands. The latin copy 
of this deed was taken out of the regifler of thc/fdd bifhop, book I. and it remains in 
the fanftum fandlorum of Gray's alms houfe, atnongft other writings. The condition 
of this grant refers to the civil conteft of thofc times, between the houfes of Lancafter 
and York, and marked the attachment, of biftiop Wainfleet to the former. Tenures 
founded on fuch culloms are monuments of the tafleand manners, the literature and parties 
of the age. 
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